
St Martin’s Church, Litchborough 
Annual Report of the Parochial Church Council for the year 
ended 31st December 2020 

 

Page  of  1 6



St Martin’s Church, Litchborough 
Annual Report of the Parochial Church Council for the year 
ended 31st December 2020 

Administrative information 
The Parish of Litchborough is part of the Lambfold Benefice in the Towcester 
Deanery and its Rectory is located in Blakesley.  

The PCC is a charity exempted from registration with the Charity Commission. 
PCC members who have served from April 2020 are: 

We were delighted to welcome Revd Sue to the parish and Benefice from September 
2020 

Structure, Governance and Management 
The method of appointment of PCC members is set out in the Church 
Representation rules.  All Church attendees are encouraged to register on the 
Electoral Roll and to stand for election to the PCC. 

Objectives and Activities 
The PCC has a responsibility to co-operate with the Rector in promoting the whole 
mission of the Church in the ecclesiastical parish.  It also has maintenance 
responsibilities (delivered through the Fabric Trust) for the Church and Churchyard 
as a house of prayer and centre of mission. 

Electoral Roll 
There were 28 people on the Church Electoral Roll, of which four were non-resident 
within the parish.  

St Martin’s Fabric Trust 
St Martin’s Fabric Trust was established in 1995 as a registered Charity for the 
restoration, preservation, maintenance, beautification and reconstruction of the 
church, its stained glass, its fixtures and fittings and its churchyard.  

Rector: The Revd. Sue Stanley from September 2021

Wardens: Mrs Christine Rodhouse (Secretary and Tower Captain) 
Mrs Patricia Sykes 

Elected Member Mr David Aked-Walker 
Mrs Sandy Aked-Walker 
Mr Matthew Rodhouse (Treasurer) 
Mr Ian Lowery 

Ex Officio Member Mrs Elizabeth Robinson (Deanery Synod  
Representative) 

Independent Examiner Mr Peter Godfrey FCA 

Fabric Trustees Mr Ian Lowery  
Mr Gareth Luger-Mawson 
Mr David Aked-Walker 
Mr John Robinson 
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There is a minimum of 3 Trustees required, one trustee is appointed by the PCC from 
amongst its members; the second by the PCC from outside and the third by the 
Parish Council.  

Church Attendance 
Church services were suspended from March 2020 as a result of Covid-19. We 
resumed worship in the church in August 2020, but the number of services was much 
reduced 

There was no Easter service (43 in 2019) and 13 attended the Christmas Eve 
Communion service and 15 the lay-led service on Christmas Day (2019: Midnight 
Mass - 53).  

There was no Remembrance Day service at St Martin’s Church; however, a number 
of villagers met and wreaths were laid both on Remembrance Day and Armistice 
Day. 

There was 1 baptism (2019: 1) and 2 funerals (2019: 1) during the year but no 
weddings (2019: nil).   

Review of the Year 
Proceedings of St Martin’s Parochial Church Council for the year 2020 

There have been two ordinary meetings of St Martin’s Parochial Church Council held 
since those included in the 2019 report.  These were held 28th September 2020 and 
15th February 2021. 

There was no APCM in 2020 as a result of the Covid-19 restrictions. All matters 
requiring approval will be covered at the meeting in 2021. 

Pastoral Matters 
Readers David Cockshott and Paul Stothard led Matins and morning prayer services. 
We were sorry to say goodbye to Paul in September when he took up duties in 
another Benefice. 

Christine Rodhouse and Carol Hakin ran the Family services (see below).   
Parishioners participated in Benefice Services and have followed the services on 
Sunday mornings and Compline on Wednesday evenings during Lent 2021 on 
Facebook which Rev Sue has led. 

Music 
Unfortunately, we have been able to sing during worship as a result of the Covid-19 
restrictions, we look forward to being able to sing again! 
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Fundraising 

Another casualty of the Covid-19 restrictions has been our fundraising activities; only 
the Lottery continued, with a contribution of £616 (2019: £739). 

St Martin’s once again took part in the Northamptonshire Historic Churches Trust 
Ride and Stride and raised £385 (2019: £348) banked by the Fabric Trust. 

Report from the Bell Tower 

The ringers have been unable to practice for most of the year. 

However, we rang or chimed for every Sunday service held in the 
church. 

A bell was rung every Sunday when there was not a service as a 
sign of the continued presence of the church. 

No quarter peals were rung in the year 

The Passing Bell was wrung twice, for Barbara Bodily and Brian Jakeman. 

Fabric and Fittings  
Fabric Trust Report 2020 

The Trustees have been especially grateful to the trustees of the Townlands Charity 
for their help in providing funds for the repairs. 

In 2020, the Trust‘s gross income was £2,692 (2019: £1,624), the major receipts 
being a grant for mowing from the Parish Council of £1,000 (2019: £1,000) (see cost 
below), fees related to the churchyard of £734 (2019: £248) and a grant of £312 
(2019: £nil) from the Peterborough Diocesan Board of Finance regarding the 
quinquennial report on the building (see cost below). 

Total expenditure was £4,348 (2019: £5,287). Mowing cost £2,015 (2019: £2,206); 
the quinquennial inspection of the condition of the building cost £1,800 (2019: £nil); 
work on the trees in the churchyard cost of £25 (2019: £2,080) and electrical testing 
cost £287 (2019: £660). 

At 31 December 2020, its monetary assets total £12,193 (2019: £13,850). 
 Terrier and Inventory 

The Churchwardens have carried out their annual check on Goods and Ornaments 
of the Church from Terrier and Inventory and updated this accordingly. 

Churchyard 
The Parish Council granted £1,000 (2019: £1,000) to the 
Fabric Trust towards the mowing in the churchyard, 
enabling the PCC to continue to keep it neat and tidy. 
The comments from the village continue to be 
favourable. 
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The PCC and Trustees are very grateful to the Parish Council for their support. 

Safeguarding 
The church has a Safeguarding Policy in line with the requirements of the 
Peterborough Diocese. The policy covers every aspect of the church’s work with 
children and those adults who are deemed vulnerable. 

The policy is reviewed annually and the incumbent and Safeguarding officer have 
attended relevant courses as Safeguarding is a high priority in the work of the church 

Financial Review 
Total receipts during the year into the General Fund were £14,133 (2019: £17,123) 
including giving to the church and associated gift aid tax recovered (see below) and 
fund-raising (see above). The main outgoings were the Parish Share of £13,020 
(2019: £12,640) and the upkeep of the church and services including insurance, 
heating, lighting and water plus administration of £4,377 (2019: £5,314). After giving 
by the church (see below), fundraising expenses of £4 (2019: £262) and St Martin’s 
share of clergy and support costs, there was a deficit of £3,478 (2019: £2,141).  
  
At 31 December 2020, the General Fund amounts to £8,820 (2019: £12,298). The 
Lottery Fund stands at £558 (2019: £817). The PCC also holds some Restricted 
Funds including a fund for outreach in the parish of £581 (2019: £581). The 
Newsletter Fund stands at £470 (2019: £266). 

Giving to the Church 
The amount received through Covenants and Gift Aid was £9,950 (2019: £10,548) 
with a tax rebate of £2,828 (2019: £3,047). £9,020 (2019: £8,520) was received by 
standing order through the scheme run by The Diocese of Peterborough with the 
COVID 19 pandemic lockdowns reducing the collections at church services which we 
endeavour to convert to Gift Aid. 

The PCC would like to record its thanks to all those who have contributed in this way 
and encourage its use to gain the tax rebates. 

Donations of £130 were received (2019: £84), regular giving not under gift aid of 
£100 (2019: £100) and collections not converted to Gift Aid amounted to £30 (2019: 
£606) – as noted above, the COVID 19 pandemic lockdowns reduced the collections 
at church services. 

Giving by the Church 
The Parochial Church Council endeavours to give to outside charities each year. As 
set out above, the steps taken in 2020 to control the COVID 19 pandemic have 
considerably affected our church services, and thus our collection income, so we 
have not made any such grants in this year. 

Grants 2020 
£

2019 
£

Royal British Legion 
(2019: Benefice Remembrance Service)

0 644
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Retirement of Revd. Tim Fernyhough 
Revd. Tim Fernyhough retired as Rector of the Lambfold Benefice in March 2020 and 
donations were made by the Benefice on his retirement. The PCC acted as banker 
for these donations and a total of £890 was raised for him. 

General 
Our church is like a well-oiled machine that 
works well because all of its parts work well 
together. Without the many people who work 
quietly in the background, this would not be 
possible. 

The report is an opportunity to thank everyone 
who has helped in any way at any time during 
the year. They are too many to name 
individually but without their support our 

church community would be a poorer place. 
 A big thank you to everyone.

The Farming Community Network 
(2019: money raised at Harvest service and supper)

0 189

Northamptonshire Historic Churches Trust 0 20

Peterborough Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers 0 20

TOTAL £0 £873

Grants 2020 
£

2019 
£
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