
 

 
 

     

 Any articles, information, 

notices, personal messages 

etc you would like in the 

newsletter, please send to 

me by email by the 20th of 

the month to:- 

dg2010@tiscali.co.uk or 

telephone 830077 to have 

hard copy collected 

Thank You 

Sandy Aked-Walker  
 

                        

 

   
 

       8th March– Litchborough Ladies 

       11thMarch – 2nd Monday Club 

       12th March -  Parish Council 

    12th March -  YOUTH CLUB MEETING 

    13th & 28th March   -  Walking Group 

18th March -Annual Parochial Church Meeting    

        25th March -  Village Hall A.G.M  

        27th March - Garden Club  
 

       Litchborough Playtime - Village Hall 

 Every Tuesday 9.30 am – 11.30 am                

                      
 

See inside for more information 
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RECTOR’S RAMBLINGS – 

The season of Lent  is nearly here again, and having spent much of the 

last month number crunching attendance figures etc for Diocesan 

Statistics returns- which will no doubt be filed and lost in the midst of 

some computer system , to be forgotten and never see the light of day 

again,- all of that set me thinking and reflecting on one of the great 

parables of Jesus, from Matthew’s Gospel ‘The Parable of the Sheep and 

the Goats’ (Matthew 25v31-46) often, and somewhat negatively referred 

to as one of the parables of judgment. However I prefer to look at it in a 

more positive way, because effectively it’s a parable about community of 

looking out for others, of doing the decent thing. Over the centuries the 

subject matter has been expressed in various ways in countless works of 

art. Two examples will suffice (both of which can be ‘Googled’ if you are 

interested) Caravaggio painted a remarkable version of it in his ‘Seven 

Acts of Mercy’. In a church in York (All saints North Street) there is 

wonderful depiction of the key point of the parable in stained glass- in 

the appropriately named ‘Acts of Mercy Window’  

But what really strikes me about the parable is perhaps going to surprise 

you coming from a Rector but here goes. Nowhere in that parable does it 

focus on questions to do with worship or attending church. It just 

focuses on the key factors of human action and decency towards each 

other. As I say ‘having spent much of the last month number crunching 

etc….’-does it really matter if the % of attendance figures are up or 

down?  

What really matters is how we interact with one another, how we look out 

for one another, how the Church (with a capital C) should be outward 

looking, and not inward always worrying about minutiae of attendance 

figures and the like. So if you want a very simple Lenten rule, or want to 

take on something, rather than giving up something, for the forty days of 

Lent then set yourself a little challenge, : ‘What simple act of kindness, 

mercy, of neighbourliness can I do for each of those forty days of Lent?’ 

I am sure we have all heard of the tale of, 

 ‘Everyone, Someone, Anyone and No-one’ 

“There was an important job to be done and Everyone was sure that 

Someone would do it. Anyone could have done it, but No-one did it. 

Someone got angry about that because they thought that it was 

Everyone’s job. 

Everyone thought that Anyone could do it, but No-one realised that 

Everyone wouldn’t do it.” 

Fr. Tim 

 
 



 Litchborough Walking Group 
 Our walks are fairly local and varied. They take up a morning and are 

usually 4 to 5 miles in length. Please come and give us a try, you will be 

made very welcome.   

It has been great during this new walking year to welcome some new 

faces to our group. We hope they have enjoyed the walks and will join us 

as and when they are able. 

What fab weather to enjoy being outside. The early February walk began 

at Yardley Gobien and took us along a wide, open stretch of The Grand 

Union Canal turning off at Grafton Regis. This is a walk that takes in a 

variety of landscapes and is always enjoyable but especially delightful in 

this early taste of a warm sunny Spring. This coming week’s walk will be 

mentioned in the next newsletter but we look forward to viewing the 

snowdrop filled churchyard at Eyden at the end of that walk . 

Walking dates for March 
 

Wednesday 13th March 
 

Thursday 28th March 
 

-we will be leaving the village hall at 9.45 am as usual 

Walk details to be confirmed.  

Transport will probably be needed for the short drive to the starting 

point for the walk.  If some walkers are happy to bring cars to the hall, 

we can, as usual, share transport as required. For walk information and 

any questions please get in touch with Bernard or Lindsey. 

Lindsey 01327 830318 or e mail ajburton1@btinternet.com 

Bernard 01327 830932 or e mail on sueandbernard@outlook.com 
 

******* 
 

St Martin’s Brass Cleaning & Flower Rota for March 

During Lent there are no flowers in the church but volunteers to clean 

the Brass are always welcome! 
******* 

 War Memorial Flowers 

23rd March – Jan Hutchings, 30thMarch - Patricia Sykes 
********* 

 

‘FAITH AND ART’ 
 

LAMBFOLD BENEFICE LENT COURSE 

2019 

 
‘The Shadow of Death’ 

(William Homan Hunt 1872) 

When?:  

Tuesday evenings:  12th March; 19th March; 26th March & 9th April 2019 at 

19:30 (refreshments from 19:00.) 

 

Where?:  The Old School Hall. School Lane Adstone  

 

What?: 

Following on from the 2018 Lent Course which looked at the religious art 

of Sir Stanley Spencer (RA); this year we will be looking at the religious 

art of two other artists and how their work illustrates aspects of the 

Christian faith. We will begin by looking at some of the religious paintings 

of one of Britain’s most famous painters, the Pre-Raphaelite painter 

William Holman Hunt. The final two sessions will look at the art of one of 

the famous painter of the Reformation period Lucas Cranach (the elder) 

and how, working in association with Martin Luther, he conveyed the 

message of the Reformation through various types of art. 
 

If you like art, or are just curious as to how art has been used to 

express aspects of the Christian faith- or just plain curious then please 

come and join us at Adstone on Tuesday evenings during Lent. 
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                            Village Lottery                             

The lottery produced double winners again – the same bonus ball numbers 

were drawn on the 19th and  26th Jan as well as on the 9th and 16th Feb. 

Sadly neither was a current number though one belonged to a lapsed 

member! 

The other was no 20 and Davina Buckle is our lucky winner. A cheque for 

£25 will be on its way to her 

As always you have to be in it to win, so ring Ian Lowery on 830823 to 

book your winning number. Only £1 per week and help support your village 

Church 

************ 

    Church Cleaning for March 

4th March – Nigel & Carol Gunter 

11th & 18th March Val Hartley & Christine Rodhouse 

21st March & 1st April – Juliet O’Neill & Catherine Cook 
 

 

  Litchborough Ladies – 8th March 
Litchborough Ladies will be meeting on Friday 8th March from 10.30a.m – 

12.00noon at the home of Liz Robinson “Needles” Northampton Road (the 

house just before the Litchborough Bakery and Spring Farm) 

Thank you to Val who hosted our February meeting. It was a lovely 

morning and we enjoyed tasting some of the new recipes Val had baked 

for us and had thoughtfully printed out the recipes for us to make 

ourselves. Just hope mine turn out as good.  Se you all soon, all ladies are 

very welcome to our monthly get together 

Jan Hutchings 01327-830877 
********* 

Litchborough Art and Craft Festival 27th/28th April 
 
This year’s Art and Craft Festival will be held over the weekend of the 

27th and 28th April. It appears to be later than usual as Easter is almost 

as late as it can be on 21st April. 

We are as usual looking for help, cakes and tombola prizes. Please 

contact Val Hartley 830350, if you can help (usually 2-hour slots), if you 

have any prizes to donate or you are willing to make a cake. 

 If you or anyone you know would be interested in exhibiting their Art or 

having a craft stall in the Village Hall please do get in touch. 

And last but not least, after the success of the classic car visitors we 

hope to have cars again on the Sunday afternoon. 

Christine 830350 

christinerodhouse@btinternet.com   
 

              Stuart Moore Plastering 

Local  based plasterer 
All Aspects of plasterwork completed 

Specialist in restoration and conservation of lime plaster and 
ornate plasterwork 

Contact Stuart on 01327-830931 or 07841-021802 

email:Stuartmoore_arts@hotmail.co.uk 



 

 
 

 

 

Benefice Service Times for March 
 

3rd March             Sunday next before Lent                

             10:00am   Benefice Eucharist (Celtic Rite)   Maidford 
 

5th March                9:30am Holy Communion                              Woodend 
                                            (Book of Common Prayer) 
 

6th March             Ash Wednesday 

         7:00pm  Holy Communion and  Imposition of Ashes         Blakesley                                        

10th March           First Sunday of Lent  

               9:00am     Matins                                   Adstone 

               9:00am     Holy Communion                 Farthingstone 

             10:30am     Family Service                     Litchborough 

             10:30am              Holy Communion                   Blakesley 

               6:00pm     Evensong                             Maidford 
 

12th March         9:30am  Holy Communion                           Blakesley 
                                       (Book of Common Prayer)            

17th March           Second Sunday of Lent 

               9:00am     Holy Communion                  Maidford 

             10:30am     Family Service                     Blakesley 

             10:30am     Holy Communion                Litchborough                  

19th March         9:30am     Holy Communion                            Blakesley 

                                          (Common Worship) 
 

24th March           Third Sunday of Lent            

               9:00am     Holy Communion                Adstone 

               9:00am     Matins                             Maidford 

             10:30am     Holy Communion               Blakesley 

             10:30am     Matins                             Litchborough 

               6:00pm     Evensong                         Farthingstone 

26th March              9:30am  Holy Communion              Blakesley                
                                            (Common Worship) 
31st March           Fourth Sunday of Lent 

                           Mothering Sunday 

               9:00am   Holy Communion                              Farthingstone 

           10:00am     Morning Service for Mothering Sunday     Adstone 

           10:00am     Morning Service for Mothering Sunday      Maidford 

           10:30am     Morning Service for Mothering Sunday   Litchborough 

           10:30am         Family Holy Communion for                Blakesley 

                                           Mothering Sunday 

 



     The Old Red Lion 
 

Join friends for a drink anytime  

Enjoy Our Menu 

of daily specials 

 

SATURDAY  Breakfast on the 2nd March from 

8.00am to “egg” on the Skittle Marathon 
 

Saturday Night is 

STEAK NIGHT 

A choice of several different steaks including  

Fillet, Rib-eye, Rump, Sirloin, or even a 

 Gammon steak 
 

And on Sunday Traditional Sunday Roast 

                                     
 

 
QUIZ NIGHT the last Wednesday of the month 

 
 

Got a special occasion any other time then telephone  

The Old Red Lion Tel: 01327 830064  

or email: enquiries@oldredlionlitchborough.co.uk 

to arrange your booking   

 
  

  2nd Monday Club 11thMarch 
Hello and thanks to all who came along to our meeting last month with 

local artist, Liz. What a productive and creative way to recycle different 

materials, a great evening! 

This month we have Steve Dimmer back ... he came last July and treated 

us to a pretty fantastic talk on Agatha Christie. So, due to popular 

demand, he is returning with one of his other areas of expertise 'THE 

SHIP OF DREAMS: THE LIFE AND DEATH OF RMS TITANIC' when 

Steve is planning to examine the journey of this tragic ship, right 

through its conception, triumphant launch and catastrophic maiden 

voyage. Such a compulsively fascinating topic.   

Right, as some of you might know, March is our 'New Year' for the club. 

We're keeping the annual sub at £20, which includes all meetings and 

refreshments. We'd love you to join (the club is open to everyone), but 

no problem if you would prefer to pop along on a pay-as-you-go basis, 

when most of our meetings will be £3 per visit.  

We really look forward to seeing you on the 11th, so come if you can � 

everybody is more than welcome. Contact details: 

01327 830517 

07923985637 

carolhakin120@btinternet.com 

******* 

Forthcoming Special Event – “A Moment in Time” 
The event is a floral demonstration evening hosted by Lorena Dyer 

(N.AF.AS national demonstrator) and she is presenting “A Moment In 

Time”. The event is at Blakesley Village Hall on Tuesday 19th March, 

doors open at 7.00pm for a 7:30pm start. Everyone is welcome and there 

will be some opportunity for Mother’s Day gift shopping from local 

business too.  

Tickets are £10 in advance and include entry, a glass of wine and dessert 

nibbles! Tickets Available via Victoria Rogers (07921856967- 

Victoria.j.rogers@hotmail.co.uk).  

There will also be a raffle on the night where all the evenings floral 

demonstrations will be included as prizes.  
******** 
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Litchborough Garden Club – 27th March 
Last month we had a particularly interesting and informative talk on 

garden ponds as well as the opportunity to buy essential items and some 

very attractive containers.  

In March, we look forward to welcoming Peter Richardson from Preston 

Bissett Nurseries for a talk on 'Summer Perennials; Summer Colour' and 

he will also be bringing some stock with him, so another great opportunity 

to treat ourselves to a special plant: Wednesday, 27th March at 7.30pm 

in the village hall.  Visitors £3.50. 

For more information on Litchborough Gardening Club and its activities 

please contact Sue Brunning on 831545 or Teresa Cox on 07962 925709. 

********* 
* 

 Skittles Marathon 1stMarch - 2nd March 

After a successful event in 2018, a team of 6 Litchborough residents  

organised another 24 hour Skittles Marathon event, kindly hosted by the 

Old Red Lion pub. Gary Jefford, Mark Craigen, Jason Purr, Chris Purr, 

Ricky Cripps and George Hickerton all played skittles non stop for 24hrs!  

They started at 7.00pm Friday 1st  March and  played through to 7.00pm 

Saturday 2nd  March. 

The Old Red Lion was open late on the Friday night and then  opened for 

breakfast on Saturday morning, many thanks to Melvina and David. 

The money raised is for both a local charity, Northamptonshire & 

Warwickshire Air Ambulance, and a national charity, The Seashell Trust, 

who support children from all over the UK with complex learning 

disabilities.  The money was raised through sponsorship and also sale of 

raffle tickets that ran up to the event. .  If you would liked to have 

sponsored the team, the skittlers still have sponsorship forms, or visit 

www.virginmoneygiving.com/LitchboroughSkittles .They have already 

raised over £6000 pounds so give them an even greater boost and send 

you donation NOW as a thank you for what they have already done.  Many 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THEM ALL. For more information on the 

charities please visit:  www.theairambulanceservice.org.uk &   

www.seashelltrust.org.uk  
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  From St Martins Church 

The Wombell is in the church, people have commented that it looks like 

the winding gear at the top of a mine shaft, but it is not. We have had 

one volunteer who very quickly got the hang of the ringing action and 

transferred to a church bell. Anyone else interested in having a go? 

Please contact Christine 07890 906257 or Richard 07802 725510  

We hosted the Benefice service for Candlemass on 3rd February, the 

choir led the singing and we all lit candles to share the light amongst us. 

The family service on 10th February focussed on St Valentine and the joy 

of sharing our love and caring for others, Valentine cards were made. I 

hope the recipients were happy to be thought of. 

On Saturday morning,16th February a team of ringers rang a quarter peal 

and then repaired for breakfast in the warmth of The Red Lion. The 

recorded details are; 

1260 Plain Bob Doubles  

1. William Henderson 2. Richard M Hartley 3. Christine Rodhouse(C)  

4. Jonathan Stuart 5.  Martin W Bull  

With thanks to all who support St Martin’s Church 

We had a said service of Communion on 17th and Matins on Sunday 24th.  

You may have noticed that the wooden church gates have been removed. 

We will be receiving new ones very soon, dedicated to the memory of 

Janette Luger-Mawson. 

The small collapse of the churchyard wall will be repaired in the very 

near future.  

There has been some clearance work in the churchyard, an area of 

brambles has been cleared and two trees causing problems were 

removed. 
********* 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

St Martin’s Church March Services      
3rd March             Sunday next before Lent                

        10:00am     Benefice Eucharist (Celtic Rite)      Maidford 
 

10th March           First Sunday of Lent  

             10:30am    Family Service                                                     

17th March           Second Sunday of Lent 

          10:30am    Holy Communion         Coffee: Val Hartley 
Sidesmen: Reg and Carole Furniss 

Readers: Liz Robinson -  

   Patricia Sykes -  
 

24th March           Third Sunday of Lent            

             10:30am    Matins   Coffee: Barbara Logan 

Sidesmen- Matthew Rodhouse 

Readers - Val Hartley -  

     Barbara Logan –  
                                 

31st March           Fourth Sunday of Lent   

                       Mothering Sunday Coffee: Liz Robinson &            

                                                                                          Carol Hakin                             

   10:30am       Family Service for Mothering Sunday          

    Sidesmen: Carol Hakin 

******* 

 Compline 
During the Lent there is a short evening service, Compline, at 7.30pm on 

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. The services last 15 minutes 

at the most. 

On a Tuesday there is a lent course, “Faith in Art”, 7pm for 7.30pm, as 

there are refreshments served. The course will be looking at the work of 

two artists. 
 

Monday  Litchborough 

Tuesday Adstone 

Wednesday Blakelsey 

Thursday Fathingstone 

Friday  Maidford. 

********** 
 

Notice is hereby given of the 
 

Village Hall Annual General Meeting 
 

25th  March 7.30pm  in the Village Hall 
 

Anyone is welcome especially if you would like to join  

the committee- many hands make light work! 

ALL Villagers are welcome 

Light refreshments  



 
 

     

   Litchborough Speed Survey 

Please find attached the results of the speed data.   

This shows an 85th percentile (the speed at or below which 85% of the 

traffic was travelling) of 36mph which is just above the enforcement 

threshold.  However, given the relatively low number of vehicles this is 

not a route where the Police would consider enforcement at this stage.   
 

Whilst I can appreciate your concerns, every section of road network 

represents a risk to one type of road user or another and it is impossible 

to totally eliminate those hazards particularly when road user behaviour 

falls below the standards required by law or the Highway Code.  We are 

very much an evidence based service, and we have to be to ensure that 

our very limited resources are directed to the areas of most need.  I 

have looked at the collision stats and can advise that we have one 

reported slight injury collision on Banbury Lane in the last three years 

which is further along Banbury Lane around the bend heading out of the 

village.   
 

 Based on this information Northamptonshire Highways would not 

consider the introduction of any engineering measures, and this location 

is not a priority within our extensive programme.  Given the current 

financial climate we cannot justify the diversion of funds away from 

other sections of our network which require more immediate attention. 

Helen Howard, Community Liaison Officer,  Northamptonshire Highways 

 

 
 

We deliver daily newspapers and 

magazines to the village. 

Any combination of days per week catered for. 
 

Ring us on 01295 268499 

or e-mail 

info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk 

 

 

 

Litchborough Youth Club 
 

FUN GAMES ON A MONTHLY BASIS 
If you are aged 10 -16 years come to our next  

meeting 
 

        12th March 

7.00pm   -  8.30pm 
Litchborough Village Hall 

mailto:info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk


A Bad Deal For Residents of Rural England 

Rural England CIC has just published its State of Rural Services Report 

2018.  It makes pretty depressing reading and mirrors what we see 

happening in the rural areas in our county, and all this is despite the 

Government requirement for all local and national polices to be rural 

proofed. 

Although nearly a fifth of the population of England live in rural areas 

(defined under the Rural Urban Classification as an area that falls 

outside of a settlement with more than 10,000 population), many of them 

are still facing poor or inadequate services with restrictions on access to 

them and lack of investment.  The likelihood is that this will get worse, 

especially as the  population ages.  

These are just some of the findings: 

 Less public funding is directed towards rural residents than in urban 

areas, despite the higher cost of providing essential services such as 

social care, education and public transport in rural parts.  

 Almost 30% of rural residents live more than 30 minutes’ drive time 

from a major hospital, rising to 90 % if they are travelling by public 

transport or walking. 

 In 2016/2017, 191 bus services were reduced and 202 were withdrawn 

altogether from rural areas, leaving many residents - particularly those 

unable to drive or afford a car - struggling to fulfil vital activities like 

shopping, travelling to health appointments or taking part in social 

activities.  In Cumbria, Isle of Wight, Oxfordshire and Wiltshire, there 

are no longer any local authority budgets set for subsidising bus routes. 

 Residents of small rural settlements now travel 4,177 more miles 

annually on all forms of transport than their urban counterparts, 

including on foot.  They spend on average 384 hours (or 16 days) of every 

year on the go. 

 Young people from rural areas tend to score worse on a number of key 

public health indicators - risky behaviour, alcohol consumption, smoking 

and being bullied. 

A basic mobile 'phone call cannot be made from 33% of rural buildings on 
 all four mobile networks (EE, Three, O2 and Vodafone); only 3% of 

urban buildings cannot. 

 There is a 36% discrepancy in funding per head that rural local 

authorities receive for public health duties in comparison with their 

urban counterparts. 

 

 

 In 2017 half of all farmers only had a dial-up fixed line broadband 

connection speeds of below 2 Mbps. 

 Local authority 2017/18 budgets per resident for library services were 

25% less in predominantly rural areas than in predominantly urban areas. 
 

Graham Biggs, the Chief Executive of Rural Services Network, said: 

“These findings confirm that the situation for people living in rural 

England is not improving.  The country faces a time bomb if nothing is 

done to address their needs.  Rural areas have been ignored for long 

enough.  It is time for all policies to be rural proofed.  Rural communities 

deserve better than they currently get, they deserve the chance." 
 

The full Report can be read on: https://ruralengland.org/state-of-rural-

services-report-2018. 

******* 

      
            That boy’s  really destined for something! 

 

Church Annual Meetings, Monday 18th March at 8pm 

                                                                             
The equivalent of the AGM for the Church are the Vestry Meeting 

and Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM). They sound very formal 

and intimidating but we hope to prove they are not. 

The Vestry Meeting is for the election of the Churchwardens and the 

APCM elects the Parochial Church Council members and receive the 

accounts and a report of the activities of the church in the year.  

Boring? Not at all, the business part should only take about 15 minutes 

or so, unless you all have lots of questions. To make the evening more 

sociable we will be serving wine and a few nibbles and holding the 

meeting in the Village Hall. 

Please do come and find out what the church has been doing in 

your village. 
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