Litchborough Churches and Village
Newsletter
December 2018
MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL OUR READERS

30th

November 2014
YOUTH CLUB MEETING
NOVEMBER AND 11th DECEMBER

10th December - 2nd Monday Club
14thDecember Litchborough Ladies-Christmas Party
15thDecember -Garden Club Visit to Canons Ashby

Any articles, information,
notices, personal messages
etc you would like in the
newsletter, please send to
me by email by the 20th of
the
month
to:dg2010@tiscali.co.uk or
telephone 830077 to have
hard copy collected
Thank You
Sandy Aked-Walker

16th December -Litchborough Playtime Christmas Party
13th December - Walking Group
23rdDecember –A Celebration of Chritmas – at St Martins
With words and music and wine!
25th December 10.00am Christmas Service St Martins
Litchborough Playtime - Village Hall
Every Tuesday 9.30 am – 11.30 am
See inside for more information
Printed by G.T Print Litchborough 07889-948005

The Rector Writes -

ADVENT HOPE

For two members of the Lambfold ministry team (Paul and Tim) Advent
this year takes on an added dimension, in addition to the normal
preparation for the birth of Christ , we both await the imminent arrival
of our first Grandchildren. So for us the Advent hope this year is
something special.
I have to confess that I am more than slightly terrified of young babies,
not knowing really what to do with them; no doubt I will be given a crash
course as a matter of necessity in the next few weeks and a steep
learning curve is obviously going to be one of my Christmas presents this
year! For any family the birth of a child is a marvellous moment, one to
rejoice in and be thankful for. The same applies to the extended family
of the Christian Church each Advent we count down the days to the
Feast of the Nativity and the Birth of Christ, and look forward with
hope; it is a time to rejoice to celebrate and above all a time to be
thankful, for in that weak and helpless child God became incarnate, no
longer a remote figure but clothed in the nature and likeness of
humanity.
I remember my old school chaplain in his homily at one school carol
service explaining that the gift of children and the gift of the Christ
child in particular should make a difference to people. He illustrated
this be recounting a trip he took on a train from Leeds to Birmingham,
in the days of the old fashioned corridor coaches with compartments.
His fellow passengers, weary from their Christmas shopping, or work at
the office, slumped into their seats, and hiding behind their evening
newspapers settled down in silence to the journey home. Then, a little
later, as the train stopped at Sheffield station, a family with a new
born baby and all the paraphernalia young babies require , (which is in
my limited experience is totally disproportionate to their size), got on
and entered the compartment in the hope of finding two seats
together. As cases and changing bags were stowed into the luggage
racks above, passengers moved to make space for the ‘Moses basket’
on the seats below between the young couple; it was, he said, as if
someone had flicked a switch people began to look over their papers, to
smile at each other and even to engage in conversation with those
around them and the compartment came alive. It is perhaps just a
small and even sentimental snapshot but somehow well over 40 years
later I can remember that illustration and the point ‘Dear Old Rev
Baker’ was trying to get across.
Cont. page 2

Litchborough Walking Group
Our walks are fairly local and varied. They take up a morning and are
usually 4 to 5 miles in length. Please come and give us a try, you will be
made very welcome.
We drove to Everdon at the beginning of the month and walked via
Preston Capes to lovely Fawsley where the Autumn colours were still vivid
despite a slightly duller sky than previous days. We enjoyed our coffee
under a yew tree in the tiny church beside the lake and returned to
Everdon just as the sun came out.
Walking date for December
Thursday – 13th December

Cont..........
For children do make a difference, they do get people talking to each
other and yes amongst all the crying and inevitable changing of nappies
they do put a smile on people’s faces, above all else they do make a
significant difference to the way life is lived. The birth of Christ which
we celebrate each and every Feast of the Nativity, united and still unites
people the world over, young and old, rich and poor, in a spirit of
celebration and thankfulness. For some it is perhaps only for a short
time, a day or even a few hours, but for others the difference which
that Child of Bethlehem made and still makes becomes life changing.
So when it finally arrives, have a very joyful peaceful and blessed
Christmas.

Fr. Tim

-we will be leaving the village hall at 9.45 am as usual
Walk details to be confirmed.
Transport will probably be needed for the short drive to the starting
point for the walk. If some walkers are happy to bring cars to the hall,
we can, as usual, share transport as required. For walk information and
any questions please get in touch with Bernard or Lindsey.
Lindsey 01327 830318 or e mail ajburton1@btinternet.com
Bernard 01327 830932 or e mail on sueandbernard@outlook.com

Village Lottery
The high numbers strike again! Bonus Ball number 53 being drawn on
following weeks and then no 56. We do have a winner as a low number did
appear at last, Bernard Alder wins a £25 cheque.
To have the apparently lucky No 53 ring Ian Lowery on 830823 only £1
per week and you would have won £50 this month as well as supporting a
good cause

A CELEBRATION OF CHRISTMAS
23 December St Martins Church 4.00pm
rd

Come and enjoy popular carols and some alternative ways
of hearing the Christmas Narrative
“A Celebration of Christmas”
in
Words and Music
followed by wine,
mulled wine and mince pies

****************

St Martin’s Brass Cleaning & Flower Rota for

December

2nd December -Barbara Logan
9th December - Liz Robinson
16th, 23rd and 30th December - Christmas Team

Getting ready for Christmas at Canons Ashby
Holly and Ivy Trail, 1–21 Dec and 27–2 Jan. (we are closed from 22 – 26
December, reopening on 27.) Bring the family, wrap up warm and explore
the grounds with a Christmas twist, then collect your prize! £2 per trail
and normal admission prices
2

St Martin’s Church December Services

2nd December

Advent Sunday

9:00am

Holy Communion (BCP said)

6:30pm
9

th

December

Benefice Advent Service
2

10:30am

nd

Maidford
Farthingstone

Sunday of Advent

Family Service

Coffee: Barbara Logan

16th December
3rd Sunday of Advent
10:30am
Family Communion
Coffee: Sandy A-W
Sidesmen: Reg and Carole Furniss
Readers: Patricia Sykes – Zephaniah 3 vs.14-end
Sandy Aked-Walker - Philippians 4 vs.4-7
23rd December
4:00pm

4th Sunday of Advent
The Carol Service (with a difference)

Sidesmen:
Ian Lowery & John Robinson
Readers:
to be confirmed
Refreshments: Val Hartley, Carol Hakin, Liz Robinson, Christine
Rodhouse

25th December

Christmas Day

10:00am
Family Communion
Sidesmen: Matthew Rodhouse & Patricia Sykes
Readers:
To be confirmed

Stuart Moore Plastering
Litchborough based plasterer
All Aspects of plasterwork completed
Specialist in restoration and conservation of lime plaster and
ornate plasterwork
Contact Stuart on 01327-830931 or 07841-021802
email:Stuartmoore_arts@hotmail.co.uk

Children’s Christmas Party

Please join us in the Village Hall on Sunday 16th December at 3.00pm to
5.30pm for our annual Christmas Party. There will be Christmas crafts
and activities, singing and of course a visit from Father Christmas. Please
contact Viv to book a place on 07985 290175. Parents are kindly asked to
supply a plate of party food and a Secret Santa present for their
child(ren) - £5 limit.
*************

Church Cleaning for December
3rd & 10th
th

December - Carol & Nigel Gunter

th

17 & 24 December-Val Hartley & Christine Rodhouse

Happy Christmas to all my customers
Happy Christmas to all my customers

st

31 December & 7th January 2019 – Juliet O’Neill & Catherine Cook

Happy Christmas to all my customers

Telephone Jimmy Bowey on 01327-831414 for bookings

Happy Christmas to all our customers

We deliver daily newspapers and
magazines to the village.
Any combination of days per week catered for.
Ring us on 01295 268499
or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk

Happy Christmas to all our customers

Benefice Services Times for December

Calling all Young People in
Litchborough
Litchborough Youth Club
Don’t Forget the Youth Club are meeting again
on
th
Friday 30 November
And on Tuesday 11th December
7.00pm Village Hall

2nd December
Advent Sunday
9:00am Holy Communion (BCP said)
Maidford
6:30pm
Benefice Advent Service
Farthingstone

4th

December

9:30 Holy Communion

9th December
8:00am
9:00am
10:30am
5:00pm

2nd Sunday of Advent
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Family Service
Carol Service

11th December
16

th

Come along to the Village Hall on FRIDAY 30th November
for YOUR NEXT MEETING

December 3
9:00am
10:30am
10:30am
4:00pm

Litchborough Ladies Christmas Party will be held at the home of Poppy
Rickard “Prwe Cottage” , 19 Towcester Road on Friday 14th December
from 10.30am – 12.00noon
In November we met at Jane Phillips home where it was a pleasure to
welcome Sonia to our get together. Sonia has recently moved to
Litchborough and has already come to the Benefice Choir practice and
teaches Yoga and dance (in the village hall) – a lady of many talents!
Thank you Jane for such a warm welcome to your home and all the
delicious refreshments. May i wish you all a Christmas filled with joy and
peace and a very Happy new year
Jan Hutchings 01327-830877

Keeping the Church unlocked
A church building open during daylight must surely be a matter of village
pride. The small band of helpers have had a few leavers so we would like
to hear from any villagers (not just church users) who would be prepared
to help by locking or unlocking for a short period of time.
Please ring Ian Lowery on 01327 830823 for more information

18th December
21

st

23

rd

Woodend
Blakesley
Adstone
Litchborough
Maidford

9:30am Holy Communion (BCP)

18th December

Litchborough Ladies – 14th December-Christmas Party

(BCP)

rd

Sunday of Advent
Matins
Family Service
Family Communion
Carol Service

9:30am Holy Commmunion
(Common Worship)
Tuesday

December
December 4
9:00am
9:00am
10:30am
4:00pm

Maidford
Blakesley
Litchborough
Farthingstone

Blakesley

6:30pm Living Nativity

Friday7:00pm Carol Service
th

Blakesley

Sunday of Advent
Matins
Holy Communion (BCP said)
Family Holy Communion
Celebration of Christmas

Adstone

Blakesley
Adstone
Maidford
Blakesley
Litchborough

24th December
4:00pm
6:00pm

Christmas Eve
Christingle
1st Communion of Christmas

Blakesley
Farthingstone

25th December
9:00am
10:00am
10:30am
11:00am

Christmas Day
Holy Communion
Family Communion
Communion by Extension
Family Communion

Adstone
Litchborough
Maidford
Blakesley

30th December
9:00am

1st Sunday of Christmas
Holy Communion (BCP said)

Maidford

The Old Red Lion
Happy Christmas to All Our Customers

Join friends for a drink anytime and especially at Christmas
Enjoy Our Daily Menu

Or our special
Christmas Menu
For that Christmas party- book now
Start your weekend with our Saturday Breakfast
And

Saturday Night is
STEAK NIGHT
A choice of several different steaks including
Fillet, Rib-eye, Rump, Sirloin, or even a
Gammon steak
And on Sunday

Traditional Sunday Roast

Watch the notice board for December QUIZ NIGHT

Live Music on Christmas Eve
And
Come and see in The New Year with a special meal
Got a special occasion any other time then telephone
The Old Red Lion Tel: 01327 830064
or email: info@theoldredlionlitchborough.co.uk
to arrange your booking

2nd Monday Club – 10th December
Hello All and thank you to those that made it to our last meeting. Neil,
our local naturalist and birdwatcher proved to be an easy chap to listen
to, very informative, entertaining and showed us some truly beautiful pics
as he chatted. I think we will have him back.

Now to this month. Monday 10th December and 'we' will be belly dancing.
If we want to ... Belly dancer Lynne Chapman will be along to
demonstrate this wonderful skill, so, as she will be wearing an authentic
costume herself, she is kindly bringing along some coin skirts so that
those of us that would like, can pop one on and have a little go. Fantastic
way to keep fit ... !
We will be having mulled wine, mince pies etc and soft drinks to help kick
off the seasonal merriments. It smacks of being a delightful and jolly
evening!
The evening is of course no extra charge to members, but if you're
popping along as a visitor it'll cost you £5 this time and of course
everybody is very welcome.
There is a possibility that there might be a table of Jackie's (Rock those
Frocks, Towcester) scarves ... pressies, maybe? But that has not been
firmed up yet, but hopefully will get the message around another way.
So, please come if you, you'll be made very welcome and we would love to
have your company!
See you on the 10th,
C.H.
Please feel free to contact if you have any questions ... 830517 mobile
07923985637
or carolhakin120@btinternet.com or any other
members. Look forward to welcoming you on the 12th ! - Carol
*******

Getting ready for Christmas at Canons Ashby

Festive Wreath Workshop, 4th or 5th Dec, 10.00am -12.00noon or 1.30 3.30pm, suitable for beginners. £25 per person including materials, prebooking is needed. Please go on the website or ring 03442491895 to
book.

Litchborough Garden Club – 15th December
On Saturday, 15th December we will be visiting Canon's Ashby; it will be
decorated with foliage from the grounds and will reflect the different
styles of decoration through its history. For more information, please
call Diane Shaw on 831312.
Dates for 2019
There will be a talk and demonstration on the Winter Cutting Garden on
Wednesday, 16th January 2019 at 7.30pm in the village hall when the
focus will be on low maintenance shrubs that also provide winter
interest. This will be followed by a short AGM at about 8.40pm for club
members and interested parties. £3.50 for non members, refreshments
included.
By popular request, we are having a return visit from Linda and Phil Smith
of Waterside Nursery, several times Gold medal winners at Chelsea, for
a talk on 'The Pond Owner's Calendar'. This will be held at 7.30pm at
the village hall on Wednesday, 13th February 2019 - £3.50 for non
members, refreshments included. They will be bringing some stock for
purchase.

The New Litchborough Village Web Site
The Parish Council are pleased to report that the new web site will be
going live early in December. The new site has information for villagers
and visitors regarding the clubs and groups that operate within the
village, key projects such as the Youth Club, latest news (including a copy
of this newsletter), a calendar showing what events are scheduled, a
section on the history of the village, links to the district and county
councils, local services, key contacts for all of these and much more
besides. Take a look at www.litchborough.org.uk from 7th December. If
you have any suggestions regarding the new site, please contact Sue
Brunning at sue.brunning1@btinternet.com
Sue Brunning

From St Martins
I would like to start with a massive thank you to all who attended the
Remembrance Day Service and wreath laying on The Green. We counted
about 200 in Church! The collection which was for the Royal British
Legion was over £900.
Thank you to the children at Blakesley CE Primary School who made the
100 poppies which were planted at the top of the church wall overlooking
the War memorial. They looked wonderful.
The lighting of the Beacon on The Green in the evening was preceded by
the tenor bell tolling 100 times to mark the 100 years since the guns fell
silent.
There was a Benefice Service on Sunday 2 nd at Adstone for All Saints, a
service of Holy Communion on Sunday 18th and Matins on Sunday 25th.
There are details of the Christmas Celebration on Sunday 23rd
December at 4..00pm elsewhere in the Newsletter.
Our service on Christmas Day is a short Family Communion at
10.00am. Last year Fr Tim challenged us to count the different types of
chocolate he mentioned in his address, how will he follow that?
Christine.

Getting ready for Christmas at Canons Ashby
Five Centuries of Christmas, 8-16 Dec, 11.00am – 3.00pm (last admission
to house at 2.30pm)
Immerse yourself in five centuries of Christmas, from earthy Tudor
treats to familiar 20th century traditions, and see the house dressed for
Christmas. Normal admission prices apply.

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
The following article has been written by the Co-ordinator for
Woodend, Please read and if you would be interested in being the Coordinator for Litchborough or you may already even be the one!, then
please contact David Aked-Walker (01327-830077) for more
information and the contact details of the chairman of South
Northants Area Neighbourhood Watch Team

“A little while ago, I volunteered to be the coordinator for the
Woodend neighbourhood watch scheme. I didn’t think that there
would be much to do – after all it had been many years since there
had been problems in Woodend. However, given the two recent
incidents of an attempted theft from a van and the break in to a
home in the village, it is, perhaps, time to explore what more might be
done.
The tasks of a coordinator include:
 Inviting people in Woodend to engage in the scheme
 Receive and cascade information
 Encourage reporting of suspicious and/or criminal incidents
 Promote neighbourliness
 Support police to identify local issues and community
concerns.
Many people in Woodend will already let a neighbour know if they are
going to be away and someone will have their contact details.
However, there may be some value in one or two people keeping a list
of mobile numbers for emergency contacts – but, of course, only if a
person wants to do this.
Many of you will receive the email up dates from the
Northamptonshire Police, but there will be others who do not have
internet access but would still like to receive some information.
Guidance on neighbourhood watch schemes suggests that special
consideration should be given to vulnerable neighbours. I expect that
if anyone falls into this category, a neighbour will be looking out for
them, but perhaps there are gaps.”

Maidford Village Hall Christmas Bazaar
st

Saturday 1 December
10.30am - 12.30 pm

(Please note revised times)

Bargains galore, including:
Home made cakes and preserves, gifts, books, toys,
bric-a –brac, tombola,
Lucky Dip and other games, plus seasonal refreshments.
Don’t forget the Grand Christmas Draw
and now the 100 club draw as well.

Litchborough Youth Club
FUN GAMES & MORE
If you are aged 10 -16 years come to
our next meeting

FRIDAY 30th NOVEMBER
7.00pm - 8.30pm
Litchborough Village Hall

