
 

 
 

     

 Any articles, information, 

notices, personal messages 

etc you would like in the 

newsletter, please send to 

me by email by the 20th of 

the month to:- 

dg2010@tiscali.co.uk or 

telephone 830077 to have 

hard copy collected 

Thank You 

Sandy Aked-Walker  
 

                        

 

   
 
     

   6th October Litchborough Playtime - Village Hall 

          Re-opening Every Tuesday 9.30 am – 11.30 am 
             

13thOctober- YOUTH CLUB  7.00pm – 8.30p.m  

Village Hall 
For information contact Sarah@cypn.org or on 07422 573625                       
 

 14th& 28th October – Litchborough Walking Group 
 

 

      18th October - Harvest Service          

                           St Martins Church 
  

      31stOctober  - HALLOWEEN         

            Scary decorated houses     

        Coffee Morning  STOP PRESS 

 A Huge THANK YOU to all who came or sent donations 

You raised an amazing £203.00p  -even more than last 

year. 
 

Printed by David and Sandy in Litchborough 
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THE RECTOR WRITES  

These are certainly very strange times that we find ourselves in as I take 

over as your Rector in the Lambfold Benefice! By way of introduction, my 

name is Sue Stanley and I am married to John. We have three daughters, 

all of whom are married, and a nineteen-month-old granddaughter. I was 

born and am still living in the parish of Stowe Nine Churches and we will 

continue to live there with our dog, cat, one remaining hen and two aged 

Kune Kune pigs, rather than move into the Rectory.  

As I write this we are in England just coming to terms with the new 

Covid19 ‘rule of six’ and considering what impact it might have on our lives. 

Thankfully worship in our churches is unaffected and we are still 

cautiously doing what we can, but for many people this new rule is 

presenting all sorts of questions about who can and can’t be included in 

family gatherings and so on. For me one of the most difficult things about 

lockdown to date has been the months lost of seeing our granddaughter 

(who lives in Cardiff so locked-down for longer) grow and develop; but it 

has also opened my eyes to the importance of relationships and community.  

We saw a great sense of community in the initiatives which earlier this 

year sprang up in many villages; collecting supplies for local foodbanks, 

delivering hot meals to elderly residents and providing helplines for anyone 

experiencing difficulties and so on. For me this is a vision for the future 

which we need to nurture; a vision of community and relationship where 

the common humanity of each person is recognised and where we all stand 

ready to help our neighbour, not only because they might be affected in 

some way by Covid19, but because they are made in the image of God; ‘So 

God created humankind in his image … male and female he created them;’ 

(Genesis 1:27) and therefore are an individual of infinite worth for whom 

Christ died. In Africa there is a beautiful philosophy of ‘Ubuntu’ which 

means “I am because we are. I am because I belong. I am because I 

participate.” embracing the notion that humanity cannot exist in isolation 

and we all need community and relationships in order to exist.  

Although I won’t be living in the Rectory I am very much looking forward 

to building relationships and being part of your communities. Obviously the 

situation at the present time has sadly brought a halt to most of the social 

activities in the villages – although I did manage to attend a couple of 

events before the ‘rule of six’ came in – so meeting people is going to be 

difficult. However I hope to be out-and-about in the villages as much as 

possible and will be delighted to stop for a ‘socially distanced’ chat, and of 

course please feel free to contact me.  

God bless.    Revd Sue  

01327 341307/ 07983 043284/ stanley.thehole@btinternet.com 
 

 

Yoga Classes are now open again – so contact Sonia for 

details. Dance classes are also now  available contact 

Sonia for details 

 
 



 From St Martins Church      
In September we are delighted that Sue has led us in Holy Communion. 

There will have been 3 Benefice Communion services by the end of 

September.  It has been wonderful to be open for congregational worship.  

Wearing masks, not being able to have coffee and a chat after the service 

and not being able to sing was a little strange at first but we are slowly 

getting used to these restrictions. In October, subject to any new 

restrictions we are returning to a more normal pattern of services, we look 

forward to seeing you in church, however, we understand that some people 

are shielding and may not feel comfortable coming to church.  

October  Service Rota’s 
4th October             Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity              

               10:00am          Benefice Holy Communion              Blakesley     

11th October            Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity 

               10:30am         Family Service                                 

18th  October            Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity 
          10:30am     Holy Communion            Sidesman  Matthew Rodhouse 

Reader: Liz Robinson -  Isaiah 45 vs. 1-7 or 1 Thessalonians 1 vs. 1-10 

25th October             Last Sunday after Trinity 

               10:30am     Morning Prayer                               

Sidesman  Matthew Rodhouse 

Readers: Val Hartley – Leviticus 19 vs. 1-2 & 15-18 

   Carol Hakin – 1 Thessalonians 2 vs.1-8   

All of the above are subject to change if regulations alter. The sidesman 

only has to ensure people sit down promptly in the open pews and light the 

candles. 
 

     HARVEST FESTIVAL         

We are sorry to say that this year we are unable to host a Harvest Supper 

in St Martins. However, we do want to celebrate the Harvest and help our 

farming community and others as we have done in the past. 

We will be holding an informal Harvest Service on Sunday 18th October at 

10.30 am. Half of the collection on that day will be donated to the Farming 

Community Network. We would also like to donate to the local food bank so 

will accept donations of suitable food items (tinned goods, dried food, 

pasta, etc) in the porch of the church on that Sunday or by arrangement. 

We are sorry we are unable to accept fresh food and produce this year. 

 Christine Rodhouse         

Litchborough Walking Group 
At last we are going to be walking again in a socially distanced group. There 

will be some changes of course and regular walkers will know that Bernard 

Alder will sadly no longer be organising walks with me although he will 

hopefully join in on some walks. Val Hartley has kindly agreed to work with 

me to plan and recce our twice monthly walks in the future. As from 

October, subject to any further tightening of Covid 19 regulations, we will 

meet at 9.45 a.m. at the village hall twice monthly on a Wednesday. 

Initially we will walk from the village hall and, at a later date, perhaps 

drive a very short distance to a nearby walk start. I feel okay with having 

one other passenger in my car, both of us wearing masks, but I realise not 

everyone feels the same so there will be decisions to be made re transport 

on the occasions cars are needed – and I emphasise again that for the 

foreseeable future we will stay fairly local with occasionally a very short 

drive to a start point. Obviously, we will need to bring our own 

refreshments, hand gels etc and be aware of remaining socially distanced 

as we walk.  However we will be out in the fresh air and not singing or 

dancing so I think we can manage to enjoy each other’s company and the 

motivation to get outside even on the dullest of the short autumn and 

winter days which many of us are dreading. 

At the time o writing,, we are restricted to a maximum of six people 

meeting and walking, so please let us know if you will be joining us as it may 

be necessary to stagger our meeting times and walk as two separate 

groups. Thank you to those who have already been in touch and we look 

forward to hearing from others who are interested, including of course 

anybody who would like to come along for the first time. All are welcome as 

and when you have the time. 

Walk dates for October 

Wednesday 14th October and  Wednesday 28th October 

Lindsey 01327 830318 or e mail ajburton1@btinternet.com 

Val 01327  831162 or email: val.e.hartley@btinternet.com 

 

   To All Litchborough Ladies  
As the government guidelines continue to change  we are still not able to 

meet so I hope it will not be too long before we can get together – maybe 

nearer Christmas. Take care and keep safe - Jan – 01327-830877                   

 

mailto:ajburton1@btinternet.com


WE ARE OPEN We are also on line 
 

 

      Dog Walking Service- Cinnamon Trust Charity  

For more information ring Jan 01327 830191 –Farthingstone Road 

 

Litchborough Gardening Club 
Hello all,  Well it HAD been a month since the last heavy rain and the 

water butts were empty BUT, we’ve had some really good rain in the last 

week of September and the garden has loved it. It seems to green up and 

look refreshed which is lovely. I’m not too keen on the drop in temperature 

though!  Our new planters are still looking lovely I notice so thanks again to 

Chris, and to those who are keeping them watered and tended. 

Unfortunately Teresa’s 2nd table top sale has been postponed until the 

Spring. This is due to the rising number of cases of the virus and to the 

fact that such a gathering is likely to contravene Government guidelines. 

We are still hoping to go to Westonbirt, The National Arboretum on 

Sunday, October 25th. The colours of the leaves on the trees are 

spectacular throughout October. It’s a shame we wont be able to share 

cars as it is a good two hour drive. Anyone interested in going, do let 

Teresa or me know, as it will be lovely to share a socially distanced outdoor 

cuppa while we’re there. May I suggest each group purchase their own 

tickets as they are timed entry slots of only 20 minutes. 

As we’ve said, we'll leave firming up on next year’s outings until our AGM in 

January 2021. Whether or not it will be safer to make plans then remains 

to be seen. At the moment we have just the one diary entry for 2021 

which is our visit to the Thenford Arboretum on Saturday 3rd July 2021 

(one of their open days). Here is the RHS guidance for things to do in 

October https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/in-month/october. Cutting back 

and continuing to divide herbaceous perennials, moving tender plants into 

the greenhouse/conservatory or similar, planting out spring cabbages, 

renovating patches of lawn, sowing seeds and many more Autumnal chores. 

And when it’s cold or raining we can sit in the warm and turn over the 

corners of seed catalogue pages (perhaps planning a wildflower meadow), 

buy Spring bulbs online and plan where to put them. 

With best wishes from Sue (01327-831545 sue.brunning1@btinternet.com) 

and Teresa (07962 925709, teresacoxuk@yahoo.com) 
 

    Are YOU interested in being a Village Neighbourhood 

Watch Officer – if so please contact David Aked-Walker for details 

(01327-830077) 

                             

https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/in-month/october
mailto:sue.brunning1@btinternet.com
mailto:teresacoxuk@yahoo.com


      Village Lottery         

Covid Secure Fund Raising 

The village has had to miss out on the usual fund raising events such as the 

Art & Craft Festival. A safe way of supporting your village church would be 

to buy a lottery number. A single payment of £52 would buy your number 

for a whole year in our weekly draw. If it matched the bonus ball on the 

Saturday National Lottery you win £25, a chance to win every week for a 

year. Don’t miss out 

All surplus to support St Martins Litchborough 

The only winner so far this month is Gareth Lugar Mawson whose number 

matched the Bonus Ball drawn on Saturday 29th August. 

He will  receive the winners cheque for £25. 

To find out more or reserve a number contact Ian Lowery on 01327 

830823 or ianlowery41@gmail.com 

******* 

    
Your Village Defibrillator – Need it and you are on your own –

help is at hand 
Several people have kindly offered their phone numbers to be contacted 

to go and get the defib and bring it to you. Sonia -07929-963976 or Anna 

07940379650.  Sandy and David 01327-830077/07759-326675 are sorry 

but are still Shielding and can only help if no-one else can.  -Thank you to 

the volunteers.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Whittlebury Bakery Bread Delivery to the Village.  

The bakery orders are still proving very popular so I’m happy to carry on 

ordering for villagers for the foreseeable. The bread is delicious and it’s 

so nice to be able to support a local, independent business. 

There have been a few yummy additions to the list, please see below: 
 

Prices: Large loaf (white, brown or multiseed) £1.85 

Small loaf (white brown or multiseed) £1.40 

Sourdough large £2.50 

Sourdough small £2.00 

Rolls (pack of 8.) white £1.80 

Rolls (pack of 8.) brown or granary £2.00 

Baguette £1.10 

Large Sausage roll £1.50 

Jam doughnut 90p 

Apple turnover £1.05 

The bread will be delivered keeping social distance  to your doorstep  

by Village volunteers who will knock on your door to let you know. We have 

two deliveries per week- on Tuesdays and Fridays. Please text or email me 

your order (and payment- I’ll email you my bank details) by 2pm on 

Mondays for Tuesday delivery and 2pm on Thursdays for Friday delivery. 

Any questions, please get in touch. 

Val Mahoney - 07815 059826 
 

            War Memorial Flowers   

              3rd  October -  Liz Robinson 

10th October - Sarah Hobbs    

 17th October -  Suzie Heygate   

 24th October - Isla Whitcroft               

            31st October - Sandy Aked-Walker 

************ 

YOUTH CLUB,Tuesday 13thOctober 7.00pm-8.30p.m  

We will meet in the village hall now it is dark in the evenings so hope 

to see you all there.  Please  contact Sarah for more information of the 

activities at Sarah@cypn.org or on 07422 573625 
 

 

 
We deliver daily newspapers and 

magazines to the village. 

Any combination of days per week catered for. 
 

Ring us on 01295 268499 

or e-mail 

info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk 

mailto:ianlowery41@gmail.com
mailto:Sarah@cypn.org
mailto:info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk


       Friday Afternoon Community Cuppa  

Hi Everyone,  

Sad to say there's not really a sound solution at the mo as to how we can 

do this. I'm really really missing our monthly get together!!     Sigh. 

Take care 

Carolx   830517     07923985637 

 ********** 
 

 Welcome to Litchborough  
My secret squirrel is not always good at getting names right so apologies 

this time to Ellie who I called Emma when she moved into Ivens Lane. 

********* 

          FREE RANGE EGGS          
As we have many more eggs than we need, we would like to make them 

available to the lovely people in the village. We kindly suggest a donation of 

£2,00 per dozen, which will go back to the upkeep and welfare of the hens 

The honesty box is located at 36 Banbury Road 

We really hope you enjoy the eggs as much as we do. 

******* 

 
 

 

 

        HALLOWEEN         
This Halloween, trick or treating isn't advisable due to the strange  

 times we are living in. 

Instead of giving kids treats this year- why not decorate your house/a  

 window/door etc to look spooky- that way the children of the village  

 can still enjoy their walk around looking for scary things. 

 We hope to see lots of scary looking homes on Saturday 31st October  
 

LITCHBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL  

Litchborough Parish CounciI has a vacancy for a 

parish clerk 

(responsible finance officer.) 
 

Applications are invited from suitably qualified and 
experienced persons, The post of Clerk involves working from 
home plus some evening work and occasional attendance at 
civic functions. Good communication skills plus ability to use 

Microsoft Word and Excel are required.  
Friendly and positive outlooks are essential. 

The post is paid and the expected requirement is 16+ hours a 
month. 

Travel is paid plus a small allowance for working from home. 
The successful applicant would be expected to have, CiLCA 

{Certificate in Local Council Administration).  
The closing date for applications is 23rd October 2020. 

If you are interested in the position please contact the Acting 
Clerk for an Application Form at litchboroughclerk@gmail.com 

or contact one of the current Parish Councillors. 

       The Old Red Lion        
WE ARE OPEN  

     
Our usual opening hours 

We hope you will come and enjoy being in our spacious garden but 

if the weather is unkind to us, inside we have made changes to 

allow social distancing – but sorry no skittles and NO FOOD 

 

Any Special Events will be on the Notice Board outside 

********* 

                 Stuart Moore Plastering 
         

Local  based plasterer 
All Aspects of plasterwork completed 

Specialist in restoration and conservation of lime plaster 
 and ornate plasterwork 

Contact Stuart on  07841-021802 

email:Stuartmoore_arts@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:litchboroughclerk@gmail.com


 

 &         

Thank you to all of you who gave sponsorship for the Ride and Stride.  The 

total amount is going to be over £600 because of a lot of people’s 

generosity. 

Ian Lowery cycled round seven churches with his daughter Claire 

(Blakesley, Plumpton, Weedon Lois, Weston, Adstone, Maidford, and 

Litchborough). 

 I cycled round 15 churches (Cold Higham, Pattishall, Astcote, Greens 

Norton, Bradden, Slapton, Wappenham, Weedon Lois, Weston, Plumpton, 

Blakesley, Maidford, Farthingstone St Mary and Baptist chapel, 

Litchborough).  Despite Covid 19, four of these were open and I was given 

a warm welcome.  At others there were packets of biscuits and drinks. 

Richard Hartley and Christine Rodhouse (who has helped Richard with the 

restoration) drove Richard’s 1947 Triumph Roadster to nine churches 

(Newnham, Badby, Staverton, Everdon, Maidford, Adstone, Blakesley and 

Litchborough).  Plus Cold Higham where the churchyard was full of wedding 

guests so they didn’t stop. 

Money raised for St Martin’s will be used by the Fabric Trust on the 

church building. 

Val Hartley 

 

 Badby & Farthingstone Cricket Club News   
With this shortened season drawing to a close, five matches to report on this 

month.First up was a home match against Eydon and the club’s first Covid-safe 

post match barbecue of the summer. Batting first B&FCC amassed a healthy 

total of 183 (25 overs) with solid contributions from Chris Pratska, Dan Currie, 

Stephen Nelligan, Colin Scott, Jordan Shingler and Malcolm Alphonso. In reply 

fine bowling from Peter Mayne and Stephen Nelligan aided by excellent 

fielding saw Eydon fall well short of the required target – a convincing win. 

Man of the match: Dan Currie with 25 runs and 2 wickets.The following week 

saw (yet another) exciting finish at old rivals Everdon. Batting first Everdon 

made 122 with the wickets shared by Jude Dyke, Jordan Shingler, Ryan 

Haynes and Grady Nightingale. In reply excellent batting by Kieren Bennett, 

captain Charlie Ashmore and man of the match Ryan Haynes saw the visitors 

home by just one wicket, another close, exciting win.  Keen to make it a hat-

trick of wins, B&FCC came crashing back to earth the following Sunday at 

home to Crick Lions. Chasing a fairly modest 109 to win, the home side 

produced by far their worst batting performance of the summer when they 

were bowled out for just 48 with only George Whitcroft White and man of the 

match Harry Osborne providing any resistance. After that setback, the club 

were keen to put in a good performance in the next match at home to South 

Northants Council. For this match, the club welcomed back a founder member 

of Farthingstone Nomads CC - Wayne Fowkes, still a keen B&FCC supporter 

and follower from the other side of the world. Wayne enjoyed a fine 

partnership with his old Nomad mate Paul Justice, the sight of them batting 

together out in the middle bringing back many memories of days gone by. 

Harry Osborne also did well as the home side totalled 146. Man of the match: 

Wayne Fowkes (who else? In reply Ryan Haynes and Stephen Nelligan were in 

fine form with the ball, ably abetted by some terrific fielding. The run rate 

soon crept up to over eight an over, a task that proved too much for the  visitors 

as B&FCC ran out comfortable winners. With Crick Lions unable to host their 

home fixtures it was back to Badby for what proved to be a far closer and 

exciting return match. This time a far improved batting performance from 

B&FCC saw a total of 168 (35 overs) with batting honours shared by Stephen 

Nelligan, Ryan Haynes and Chris Pratska. In reply a combination of tight 

bowling (Malcolm Alphonso, Ryan Haynes) and good fielding saw the match 

enter its final over with Crick Lions requiring nine runs for victory. Ryan 

Bennett had the unenviable task of bowling it but he was well up to the task as 

the visitors fell five runs short – a fitting end to a terrific game. Well played 

everyone. Man of the match: Chris Pratska (43 invaluable runs).Unfortunately 

Covid 19 predictably put paid to the club’s end of season tour to Brno in the 

Czech Republic. Let’s hope we have better luck next year. 

All club news on club’s Facebook page http://ow.ly/nKPs50APtiP  

https://t.co/uP6r0DNt9R


 

LITCHBOROUGH PAROCHIAL CHARITY 

Charity number 201062 

The charity has been active in the parish since the late 1870s, and is 

funded by two other charities.  Its aims are to offer financial assistance 

to those in need, specifically the elderly, widows, students and 

apprentices, and those in ill health or distress. 

Heating grants 

These are granted to retired persons living in the parish who are in need 

of assistance with heating costs, through cheques made payable to energy 

suppliers, normally in December each year.  Existing beneficiaries do not 

need to reapply. 

Education and training grants 

If you are at college or university, on an apprenticeship or vocational 

training course, the charity may be able to award a grant towards the cost 

of items you have to buy, such as equipment or books.  The grant would be 

for the academic year and may be drawn on throughout that year, if 

supported by evidence of expenditure.  Students may apply each year until 

they have completed their studies. 

Other requests for assistance 

If you are experiencing financial hardship through ill health or other 

difficulty, the charity may be able to help with grants towards costs, for 

example transport to and from hospital.  Please contact the person below 

for more information. 

OBTAINING FINANCIAL HELP 

Please apply in writing, or by email, to the corresponding trustee (details 

below).  Applications for heating and education grants for 2020-21 must 

be received not later than: 

Sunday 15th November 2020 

The trustees will consider the merits of all applications in confidence 

All enquiries and applications to: 

Mrs Maureen Pickford   (Corresponding Trustee) 

18 Banbury Road 

Litchborough 

NN12 8JF 

T:   01327 830110 

E:  mpickford1904@btinternet.com 

 

 

Litchborough Parish Council Update 
The latest Parish Council meeting was held on Tuesday 8th September and it 
was another Zoom call. 
At the meeting the Council: 

The following items were approved 

 a request to install a Dog Waste Bin on Towcester Road 

 council agreed: 
 to advertise the vacant position of Clerk to the Litchborough 

Parish Council contact John Robinson litchboroughclerk@gmail.com. 

 more space on the Parish Website allocated to “Latest News” 

 a poster giving details of a “virtual’ Drop-in initiative for Carers in 

Northamptonshire was to be displayed  

 if anyone in the village volunteers to co-ordinate a Neighbourhood 

Watch Initiative council would pay subscription. 

noted that: 

 a replacement of the ‘temporary’ defibrillator had been requested 

 11 of the local footpaths had been checked, 2 paths yet to be 

covered and only one outstanding issue 

 Youth Club numbers had been disappointing - Council agreed to look 

into options to get the initiative back on track 

discussed: 

 the lack on Access Points to the Gigaclear broadband service, in 

Banbury Road.  The Council agreed to clarify the plans  with them.  

 a request to bury overhead power cables on Towcester Road.  

Whilst the Council agreed it would improve the appearance of the 

village such an activity was not within its powers, although it would 

be pleased to work with Western Power if they undertook to do 

the work. 

 the accounts, the forecast, recent planning applications and 

invoices due for payment 

The Council especially wished to acknowledge those involved in 

providing the Village Planters and express its thanks for the work they 

did.  The Council also confirmed that it would be pleased to accept 

ownership of the planters so they are covered by 3rd Party Insurance, 

but they could not accept responsibility for the maintenance, repair or 

replacement of the planters. 
The Agenda and Minutes of this meeting are posted on the Parish Website 

and on the Notice Board.  The next meeting is to be held on Tuesday 10th 

November 7:00pm, all are welcome to attend. 
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