
 

 
 

       
   

   
 

  3rd October   -   Rev. Sue’s  Induction     Blakesley 

     Litchborough Walkers – see inside 

       8th  October - Litchborough   Ladies 

  9th  October - Churchyard Tidy Up 
 

  11th October – Defibrillator Training 
 

12th October - YOUTH CLUB  -In the Village Hall   

         27th October  Half Term Outing –see inside for details 

   17th October Harvest Festival St. Martin’s Church 

   Future Garden Club Events - details inside 

   29th October  Friday Afternoon Community Cuppa                                               

   Litchborough Playgroup  

Tuesdays 9.30am -11.30 am Village Hall 
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Any articles, 

information, notices, 

personal messages etc 

you would like in the 

newsletter, please send 

to me by email by 20th 

of the month to 

dg2010@btinternet.com  

or telephone 830077 to 

have hard copy collected  

Thank you 

 Sandy Aked-Walker 

mailto:dg2010@btinternet.com


 

THE RECTOR WRITES 
I don’t think that anyone can fail to have been moved by the pictures 

coming out of Afghanistan during September as people tried to flee the 

country; the thousands at the airport in desperation; parents passing their 

children through the fence soldiers, pleading with them to get them to a 

place of safety. As I write the situation is still unfolding in Afghanistan 

and we can only watch, wait and pray. 

I would like to say a big thank you to all who answered my request on social 

media for items to help support the refugees who made it safely to our 

shores. The amount of donations I received was incredible – I have 

delivered three carloads to the collection centre – and the generosity 

from our villages is much appreciated. Let’s hope that the refugees are 

settling quickly into their new accommodation and will be made very 

welcome; it’s hard for us to imagine what they, and indeed the migrants 

arriving inunsafe boats on the south coast, must have gone through to 

make them risk their own and their families’ lives to leave their homes.The 

importance of kindness and generosity to strangers is a recurring theme 

throughout the Bible. In the Old Testament we are told: “ ‘Do not ill-treat 

foreigners who are living in your land … love them as you love yourselves”’ 

(Lev 19:33,34) and ‘When you harvest your fields, … do not go back to cut 

the ears of corn that were left; leave them for the poor people and 

foreigners.’ “ (Lev 23:22). But best known of all must be the story which 

Jesus told of the Good Samaritan in answer to a lawyer’s question ‘Who is 

my neighbour’. In this parable we hear of a traveller beaten by robbers 

and left for dead. The first two people who came along – a Jewish priest 

and a Levite - both crossed the road to avoid him. But the third, a 

Samaritan, historically enemies of the Jews, stopped to help him and took 

him to an inn where he paid for him to be cared for. “ ‘Which of these 

three, do you think, was a neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of 

the robbers?’ asked Jesus. The lawyer answered, ‘The one who showed him 

mercy.’ Jesus replied, ‘Go and do likewise.’ “(Luke 10:25-37). 

It’s good to know that in our villages’ neighbourliness, kindness and 

generosity extends beyond our parish boundaries, but there’s a world in 

need out there and there’s always more we can do. 

God bless 

Revd Sue 

If you would like to talk please contact me on 01327 341307 

stanley.thehole@btinternet.com 
 

 

 

    War Memorial Flowers 

           2nd October – Liz  Robinson, 9th October -Sarah Hobbs 

   16th October - Suzie Heygate 23rd October - Isla Whitcroft 

 30th October - Sandy Aked-Walker      

******** 

      Village Lottery         
 

 This month’s winner is Barbara Logan, though her number matched the 

National lottery Bonus Ball on the 28th August. the £25 prize will shortly 

be on its way to her. 

As always if you want to join in phone Ian Lowery on 01327 830823 to 

secure your number - only £52 For a whole year full of chances! 
********* 

Churchyard Tidy Up -  9th  October.          
The grass has been well and regularly mown all year and now it is our turn 

to enhance the churchyard by cutting back this years growth on the Lime 

trees ,brambles etc. Mainly light work and any help will be much 

appreciated. 

Saturday morning the 9th  of October is the date to book. Any time 

between 9.30 and 12.00. Coffee and doughnuts will be provided 

******* 

Village Hall Solar PV 

Previous comments on our PV have often mentioned how the overall 

electricity produced, and therefore hours of sunlight, have evened out 

over the each year and how the years have also evened out. Not this year I 

think. August was way down, some 20% off the average due to the 

persistent overcast days. Not much chance of catching up in the few 

months left with shortening daylight hours. This year's Summer months 

produced 897kva, last year 1159 and a 5 year average of 1233.kva. I 

understand the Jet Stream was particularly tricky this year but is this a 

one off or not? Together with still calm days probably having the same 

impact on Wind turbines no wonder our energy reserves are low and 

causing problems. Ian Lowery 

 



 

  From St Martins Church and Harvest Festival  
An exciting month, as restrictions lifted we have been able to resume 

singing hymns and we are able to have coffee and biscuits after the 

services. 

The Annual Harvest Supper is being held on Sunday 17th October at 

5pm, the church will be open on the Saturday during the day for 

decoration as there is a baptism on Sunday at 2pm. 

This year we do not intend to have an auction of produce. Instead, we 

would welcome items that can be donated to the local Foodbank. The 

collection during the service will be donated to a farming charity. 

Please do come to the short service and supper afterwards. 

We are also very pleased that Rev Sue’s induction is being held on Sunday 

3rd October at 10.30am. 

Christine 

 October Services at St Martins 
 

3rd October       18th Sunday after Trinity   

       10:30am             Rev. Sue’s Induction                             Blakesley    

 

10th October      19th Sunday after Trinity 

      10.30am        Family Service                   Coffee: Carol Hakin 

17th October       20th Sunday after Trinity 

           5:00pm     Harvest Festival                                     

Sidesmen:   Matthew Rodhouse & Ian Lowery   

Readers:     to be confirmed 

October       21st  Sunday after Trinity  

         10:30am            Sunday Morning Worship       Coffee: Val Hartley 

Sidesman:   Matthew Rodhouse 

Reader:  Liz Robinson 
*************** 

31st October Halloween 
Don’t forget to put your pumpkin outside your door and you might get a 

Trick or Treat!! 

 

 

 

LITCHBOROUGH PAROCHIAL CHARITY 

Charity number 201062 
The charity has been active in the parish since the late 1870s, and is 

funded by two other charities.  Its aims are to offer financial assistance 

to those in need, specifically the elderly, widows, students and 

apprentices, and those in ill health or distress. 

Heating grants 
These are granted to retired persons living in the parish who are in need 

of assistance with heating costs, through cheques made payable to energy 

suppliers, normally in December each year.  Existing beneficiaries do not 

need to reapply. 

Education and training grants 
If you are at college or university, on an apprenticeship or vocational 

training course, the charity may be able to award a grant towards the cost 

of items you have to buy, such as equipment or books.  The grant would be 

for the academic year and may be drawn on throughout that year, if 

supported by evidence of expenditure.  Students may apply each year until 

they have completed their studies. 

Other requests for assistance 
If you are experiencing financial hardship through ill health or other 

difficulty, the charity may be able to help with grants towards costs, for 

example transport to and from hospital. 

HOW TO APPLY FOR GRANTS OR ASSISTANCE 
Please apply in writing, or by email, to the corresponding trustee, or 

telephone first it you would like more information.  Applications for 

heating and education grants for 2021-22 must be received not later than: 
 

Sunday 14th November 2021 
 

The trustees always consider the merits of each application in 

confidence 
 

All enquiries and applications to: 
 

Mrs Maureen Pickford   (Corresponding Trustee) 

18 Banbury Road 

Litchborough 

NN12 8JF   T:   01327 830110 M:  07582 509603 
Email: mpickford1904@btinternet.com 

mailto:Email:%20mpickford1904@btinternet.com


 

Contact Sonia for details 
 

 
 

 

  Litchborough Gardening Club 
Well I wouldn’t call it an Indian summer but we’ve had some nice days and a 

little rain to keep the late summer borders going.  

A few of us went to Kathy Brown’s garden on Saturday 18th September. 

Kathy and Simon have a beautiful and vast garden with stunning late flower 

borders with dahlias, salvias, Asters, Rudbeckias and many more. They are 

a most hospitable couple and maintain the gardens with just a half a days 

help every fortnight, Amazing! We had a lovely afternoon and Kathy’s 

cakes are delicious! I also had the opportunity to go to Chelsea this year, 

the first time it has been held in September. A joy as always. 

There are no more garden visits planned for this year but we have three 

events that Maidford in the Garden are hosting and to which we are all 

invited;  

Wednesday 3rd November - Lucy Hartley - Garden Design Part 2 

Wednesday 24th November - Chris Day from Buckingham Garden Centre -

 Taming The Indoor Jungle (‘Houseplants Made Easy’) 

Wednesday 8th December - Christmas Wreath Making - with a glass of 

mulled wine 

I’ll be in touch nearer the time to see who would like to attend but feel 

free to contact Sue or Teresa if you would like to come along so that I can 

pass numbers on to the organisers. 

As always there is still lots to do in the garden, deciding whether or not to 

cut back herbaceous perennials. It’s nice to be tidy but the birds will be 

grateful for the seeds and the seed heads can look beautiful in their own 

right, particularly touched by frost in the short winter months. Lots of 

leaves to collect into punctured bags or a small enclosure to make leaf 

mould, wonderful to add back into the soil as a mulch around plants. It’s 

also a good time for moving shrubs, adding new where you have gaps and 

getting them established before the winter. All the best advice as to what 

we could and should be doing in our gardens this month can be found in the 

usual places on the RHS web site  

(https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/in-month/october) and on Monty’s site too 

www.montydon.com. 
Happy gardening! Sue (01327 831545, sue.brunning1@btinternet.com) and 

Teresa (07962 925709, teresacoxuk@yahoo.com) 

 

 

https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/in-month/october
http://www.montydon.com/
mailto:sue.brunning1@btinternet.com
mailto:teresacoxuk@yahoo.com


 

 Welcome to Litchborough 
We would like to give a very warm welcome to  Elizabeth and Dan  Rich who 

have moved into Ivans Lane also Paul Masters and Richard Sheen who have 

moved  into Banbury Road and Claire Thomasson and her son Aron who have 

moved into Northampton Road.  We hope they will all enjoy living in our 

lovely village 

Litchborough Walkers 
Litchborough Walking group has been going since November 2013. We have 

enjoyed the company of lots of lovely people over the years, walking and 

talking and appreciating the delightful area we are fortunate to live in 

whilst exploring new routes and re-treading old favourites. 

As our numbers have gradually diminished the decision has finally been 

made to call it a day. However, Val and I plan to continue walking on 

Wednesdays at 9.30a.m.  So, if anybody wishes to join us, we will be 

delighted. We suggest you make a note of our numbers and give us a call 

before any Wednesday walk to check where to meet, if transport is 

necessary etc. 
The past 8 years have been great, and we have really enjoyed the company 

of all those who have come along regularly or occasionally. We hope anyone 

who fancies a Wednesday walk will get in touch and join us. You will be 

made very welcome. 

Lindsey 01327 830318 or e mail ajburton1@btinternet.com. 

Val 01327 831162   val.e.hartley@btinternet.com 

 
 

 

Parish Council Meeting report from 14th September 
 Defibrillator Training – Date is set for Monday 11th October at 

7 pm in the village hall and training lasts about 2 hours. 

(Clerk has responded to Schools and Community Liaison 

Coordinator for South Northants Community responders who 

volunteer on behalf of East Midlands Ambulance Service, 

responding to 999 calls from the public.) 
 HS2  – Teresa Cox has agreed to join the HS2 Liaison Group and 

update residents.  

 External Auditors -  PKF Littlejohn have confirmed receipt and 

logged the notification of exempt status of the Parish Council 

for the year ended 31 March 2021  

 The Planning Application for conversion of the Baptist Chapel 

was discussed and a response agreed.  

 Storm drains in Towcester Road –  it was agreed that the Clerk 

write again to Helen Howard at WNC and ask for the name of the 

WNC Contractor who would carry out the work of clearing the 

drains. Council will then obtain quotes from that contractor for 

clearing the drains 

   Date next Full Council meeting, Monday 8th November 2021, 

7.00pm 

 

 

                                                                                

         Stuart Moore Plastering 
         

Local  based plasterer 
All Aspects of plasterwork completed 

Specialist in restoration and conservation of lime plaster 
 and ornate plasterwork 

Contact Stuart on  07841-021802 
email:Stuartmoore_arts@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:ajburton1@btinternet.com


 

 

Don’t forget WE ARE ON LINE 
 

 
 

 

  Benefice – October Service Times 

3rd October       18th Sunday after Trinity   

       10:30am        Rev Sue’s Induction          Blakesley   
                   

5th October          9:30am Holy Communion (BCP)              Woodend 
 

10th October      19th Sunday after Trinity 

        9:00am        Matins                                              Adstone       

        9:30am       Holy Communion                         Farthingstone   

      10.30am        Family Service                             Litchborough  

      10:30am        Family Service                                  Blakesley 

        6:00pm        Harvest Festival                                Maidford           

17th October       20th Sunday after Trinity 

           9:00am      Holy Communion                                  Maidford          

         10:30am      Music and Meditation                         Blakesley  

           5:00pm      Harvest Festival                           Litchborough     

           6:00pm      Compline                                               Adstone              

24th October       21st  Sunday after Trinity  

           9:00am      Matins                                                  Maidford           

           9:00am      Holy Communion                                  Adstone 

         10:30am      Sunday Morning Worship                 Litchborough     

         10:30am      Holy Communion                               Blakesley 

            6:00pm     Compline                                      Farthingstone     

31st October        All Saints’ Day 

          10:00am     Patronal Festival                                 Adstone 

******** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We deliver daily newspapers and 

magazines to the village. 

Any combination of days per week catered for. 
 

Ring us on 01295 268499 

or e-mail 

info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk 

mailto:info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk


 

 Badby & Farthingstone Cricket Club News 
Great to report the season ending with a flurry of wins as the victory at Crick 

Lions was followed by equally impressive performances (and wins) against 

Pattishall and SNCC. At Pattishall on a baking, hot afternoon a ten-man B&FCC 

side put on a commanding 179-7 off their allotted 25 overs, largely due to a 

stunning unbeaten 74 by captain on the day Stephen Nelligan who continued his 

excellent late season form taking apart the Pattishall attack, especially when 

he returned to the crease later in the innings. In total he hit four sixes and 

eight fours to stake a serious claim for the club’s 2021 batting award. Ably 

supported by opener Grady Nightingale with an unbeaten 30, and Colin Scott, 

17, the home side struggled to match the asking rate of over seven an over, as 

they lost early wickets. Pick of the visiting bowlers was Graeme Whitcroft 

with 2-20, well supported by the Nightingales (chairman Andy, son Grady) and 

Dicks (Will and George) father and son combinations as well as impressive late 

containing spells from Nelligan and Scott. Apart from man of the match 

Nelligan, who captained superbly despite only having 10 men, special mention 

goes to wicket-keeper Keith Dyke who, apart from producing an unbeaten and 

valuable 14 runs, kept excellently in difficult conditions. Well done Keith! 

The final match of the season saw an equally good performance result in a 25-

run victory at home to SNCC in a 30 over game. Batting first B&FCC struggled 

initially against a strong visiting attack until a valuable last wicket partnership 

between Ed Hall not out 34) and Matt Haslam (not out 24), including a final ball 

soaring six over long on, made the final total a respectable 135. Earlier Ryan 

Haynes made an important 28 in an innings that featured three stumpings in 

one over, a remarkable achievement by the visiting keeper and statistic. In 

reply the visitors started well but were pegged back by a superb bowling spell 

from captain Stephen Nelligan who recorded the club’s third ‘five for’ finishing 

off the innings in the penultimate over and figures of 5-5. He was well 

supported by Andy Nightingale (2-6), Ollie Webb (2-6) and George Whitcroft 

(1-12). the accurate home bowling, SNCC were always in the game but as the 

required run rate increased fell just short. A good match and great way to end 

the season for B&FCC, thanks to SNCC captain Andy Preston and his side for 

playing the game in the spirit. Disappointing to report that there will be no 

club tour this year, here’s looking for better news in 2022. Off the field, the 

club are holding a fund-raising “race” night with a bar and refreshments 

on Saturday 16th October at Farthingstone Village Hall (7pm start) to help 

with essential ground repairs and development in time for the 2022 season. 

All welcome, be great to see you there. The village hall is situated on Maidford 

Road, Farthingstone near the church. 

 
 

 

  FRIDAY AFTERNOON COMMUNITY CUPPA  
29th October 

Hello Everyone,  

Great to see the usual crowd down at our Village Hall last month, thank you 

for coming. We had a couple of 'new' faces pitch up,very lovely to meet 

you! Looking forward to seeing you all again this month.  

Thanks so much to those who 'muck in', set up chairs and such, produce 

mugs of tea and coffee and clear  away. Not to mention friends who offer 

lifts and just generally remind people it's happening!  You're all very much 

appreciated. 

It is a community event, open to everybody, pop in if you can, for however 

long or short a time you fancy, anytime between 3 and 5pm and you'll be 

made very welcome.  

No cash required, but you might want to wear an extra layer though, as 

windows will be open for a bit of air circulation  ... Looking forward to 

seeing you down there! 

Carolx 

01327830517 carolhakin120@btinternet.com 07923985637 
 

 
         SPONSORED RIDE AND STRIDE – SATURDAY  

11TH SEPTEMBER 2021 

The Northamptonshire Historic Churches Trust Sponsored Ride and 

Stride took place on Saturday 11th September and St Martin’s 

Litchborough was able to be open to welcome participants with orange 

juice and chocolate biscuits between 10am and 6pm.  Carol Hakin very 

kindly sat in the church to welcome visitors for part of the morning, and 

also some of the afternoon with me. There were 14 visitors, six of whom 

arrived while Carol was there in the morning. 

Ian Lowery and daughter Claire cycled round the churches in the Lambfold 

Benefice and I cycled to 12 churches including Cold Higham, Bugbrooke, 

Weedon, Upper and Church Stowe, and Farthingstone.  Together we have 

raised over £600 which will be split 50:50 between the NHCT and St 

Martin’s. I will put the final amount in a future newsletter.  

Grateful thanks to Carol, Ian, Claire and all who sponsored us or who 

helped in any way. 

Val Hartley 

 

mailto:carolhakin120@btinternet.com


 

Youth Club  AND  Half Term Outing News from 

Sarah 

The regular monthly meeting is  on  

Tuesday 12th October at 7.00pm in the Village Hall. 

 

    
Your Village Defibrillator  

Need it and you are on your own –help is at hand 
Several people have kindly offered their phone numbers to be contacted 

to go and get the defib and bring it to you. Sonia -07929-963976,  Anna 

07940379650, Sandy and David 01327-830077/07759-326675 all are 

available to help.  -Thank you to the volunteers.  

 

 

   To All Litchborough Ladies   Friday 8th October       
The next Litchborough Ladies meeting will be on the 9th October from 

10.30am – 12.00 noon at the home of Val Hartley, 12 Towcester Road. 

After pouring rain earlier in the morning of our September meeting by 

10.30am the sun appeared and we were able to enjoy being out in Vivienne’s 

colourful garden sampling her delicious home bakes. Thank you Vivienne for 

hosting such a lovely morning. We all send our best wishes to Val who last 

month underwent eye surgery, which we hope will be successful 

Hope to see you soon 

Jan (Hutchings) 01327-830877  

********* 

 

  Philips Hostess Trolley,  
     Excellent condition offered for a donation to St Martin’s Church 

      Fabric Trust. 

      Contact Gareth Lugar- Mawson  

        01327-830219 
 

 

       The Old Red Lion  
We Are OPEN 

We will be opening from 4pm on weekdays until the last 

customer bids us farewell for the evening or it’s 

11.00pm (whichever comes first!) and open from 12pm 

on weekends. 
We look forward to welcoming back all our customers 

     

 A Training Session for anyone in the Village has 
been arranged for Monday 11th October in the 

Village Hall from 7.00pm – 9.00pm 

Do Come Along – You never know when you might 

need it or be able to help someone else 

The October half term activity will be 

Wednesday 27th at 10am drop off 1pm Collection 

Meeting at the Cafe at Daventry Country Park 

What three words location ///barbarian.managers.flicks 

 

We will be doing a nature trail, lunch will be included 

and some time at the play area if weather is okay. 
 

My phone number 07422573625 

Email sarah@cypn.org 

Facebook @youthinspireduk 
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