
 

 
 

     

 Any articles, information, 

notices, personal messages 

etc you would like in the 

newsletter, please send to 

me by email by the 20th of 

the month to:- 

dg2010@tiscali.co.uk or 

telephone 830077 to have 

hard copy collected 

Thank You 

Sandy Aked-Walker  
 

                        

 

   
 

        8th November - Litchborough Ladies 

    10th November - Remembrance Day Service 
 

          13th & 28th - November Walking Group    
 

    12th November -  YOUTH CLUB MEETING  

 

  12th November - Parish Council Meeting 

         20th November -  Ladies Evening 
 

6th & 24th November–Litchborough Gardening Club –        

     Visits to Maidford Garden club and Waddesdon Manor 
 

  Community Afternoon Cuppa -29th November 
 
 

       Litchborough Playtime - Village Hall 

     Every Tuesday 9.30 am – 11.30 am  
 

See inside for more information 
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RECTOR’S RAMBLINGS 
November 11th last year, of course, saw the centenary of the Armistice which 

concluded The Great War and up and down the country events marked that 

important occasion. This year actually marks the centenary of the first public 

act of Remembrance of that in 1919. Over the years public support for this 

‘official’ time of Remembrance and reflection has been part of the fabric of 

the life of the nation. Remembrance is an important part of our common 

humanity, our life as a nation and thankfully it has continued to grow and occupy 

an important part in the fabric of our society. We can all have a good stab, even 

if we cannot always quote them verbatim, at remembering Binyon’s famous 

words, ‘They shall not grow old as we that are left grow old, age shall not weary 

them, nor the years condemn. At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

we will remember them.’ Words which have continued to inspire lives, music, 

drama, prose and poetry. Spending a decade as a chaplain in a northern Public 

School where, like so many others, the Chapel was the physical war memorial to 

those who fell in war in the cause of peace, and not just in the Great War but in 

all conflicts, each day as I looked across from my stall to the other side of the 

chancel I was greeted with the sight of a fine stained glass window dedicated 

to an old boy of the school, William Noel Hodgson of the Devonshire Regiment 

who fell, like so many others, at the beginning of the battle of the Somme. As a 

consequence of idly leafing through the school archive one day, I began to 

discover that Hodgson was also a poet, sadly one of the lesser-known war poets. 

One eclipsed by the more famous War Poets, such as Brooke or Owen, that 

many of us might have studied for O Level or A Level English. Each year, as part 

of my personal act of Remembrance, I read again one of his poems ‘Before 

Action’ – the last poem he ever wrote – written June 29th 1916 on the eve of 

what was originally planned to be the first Somme offensive, and I quote it in 

full at the end of these ramblings. Each year, each day, every day even, it is 

important in some small way to ‘Remember.’ To remember those who have given 

much to our lives either through their example, their selfless actions or 

sacrifice; and this is not just important to us collectively but also as individuals 

– to quote, or rather probably misquote, that great historian Henry Chadwick 

who is reported to have said ‘There is nothing to be pitied more than a people 

who have lost the need to remember’. So as Remembrance Sunday fast 

approaches, poppies are worn and once again we think of the ultimate sacrifice 

of others, let us as a nation, as a benefice and as individuals- ‘Remember’. Again, 

as last year, we will as a ‘United Benefice’ hold our collective Remembrance 

Sunday Service at Litchborough on 10th November at 10:45am a 

coming together to collectively offer our thoughts, prayers, 

remembrances and above all thanks for all those who gave their 

lives in whatever conflict and in whatever decade,-so that we can 

live in peace. I do hope that 

you will join us.    Fr. Tim 

 

 
 

 



Litchborough Walking Group  

Our walks are fairly local and varied. They take up a morning and are 

usually 4 to 5 miles in length. Please come and give us a try, you will be 

made very welcome. 

We parked at the village of Cosgrove and walked to the canal via the 

horse tunnel which was an interesting little sign of past times. At the 

aqueduct we descended the steps to walk alongside the river enroute to 

Old Wolverton where we crossed pastureland to reach The Ouse Valley 

Country Park with tracks and paths around various watery areas with 

hides. Then it was back to the canal via the aqueduct steps to return to 

the start. Later in the month we left cars at home and enjoyed a 

familiar walk up to the Stowes. It is always interesting to tread even 

those routes we know well in different seasons to enjoy the changes in 

scenery that each brings. 

Walking dates for November 

Wednesday November 13th 

Thursday November 28th 

- we will be leaving the village hall at 9.45 am as usual 

Walk details to be confirmed.  

Transport will probably be needed for the short drive to the starting 

point for the walk.  If some walkers are happy to bring cars to the hall, 

we can, as usual, share transport as required. For walk information and 

any questions please get in touch with Bernard or Lindsey. 

Lindsey 01327 830318 or e mail ajburton1@btinternet.com 

 Bernard 01327 830932 or e mail on sueandbernard@outlook.com 

********* 

 

 

St Martin’s Brass Cleaning & Flower Rota for November 
4th & 10th November – Patricia Sykes 

17th  &  24th November –  Susie Heygate 
 

********* 

 War Memorial Flowers – for November 
2nd November – Sarah Hobbs 

9th November – Sandy Aked-Walker 
 

    Church Cleaning November 

28th October & 4th November - Liz Robinson & Sandy Aked-Walker 

11th & 18th November - Carol & Nigel Gunter 

25th November & 2nd December - Val Hartley & Christine Rodhouse 
 

********* 

Youth Club – 12th November 
Don’t forget  Tuesday 12th November   November  7.00pm -8.30pm 

come along bring a friend and enjoy a fun evening after a hard day at 

school!! 

********** 
 

 Welcome to Litchborough 
We would very much like to welcome Cameron Hans-Brooker and John 

Dinoso to their new home on Towcester Road.  We hope they will enjoy 

our lovely village and would like to thank them for their contribution to 

the village planting last Sunday. 

*********   

Advanced wanring A5 Towcester to Weedon night time 

closures  JANUARY 2020 till July 2020 Details in December 

Newsletter 

 

 

                 Stuart Moore Plastering 

 
Local  based plasterer 

All Aspects of plasterwork completed 
Specialist in restoration and conservation of lime plaster 

 and ornate plasterwork 
Contact Stuart on  07841-021802 

email:Stuartmoore_arts@hotmail.co.uk 

 

mailto:ajburton1@btinternet.com
mailto:sueandbernard@outlook.com


  Litchborough Ladies – 8th November 
Litchborough Ladies meeting for November will be held at the home of 

Val Hartley, 12 Towcester Road on Friday 8th November from 10.30a.m. 

– 12.00noon. At this meeting we will be holding our Christmas Raffle for 

“The Hope Centre “for the homeless in Northampton. So please 

members don’t forget your pledged items for the raffle by dropping 

them into Val or Jan’s or bring them to Val’s on the 8th. 

It was lovely to welcome Vivienne, who has moved into Prew Cottage 

with husband John, to our get together in September and October. 

Thank you Mary (not forgetting Hywel) for making us so welcome last 

month with all the delicious supply of cakes you had made for us. 

Jan Hutchings 01327-830877 
                                                            

                         Village Lottery                      

Two winners this month so far Melvina Rogers and Vanessa Lowery. 

The same bonus ball number came consecutively on the 5th and 12th 

October- those high numbers again- this time 58. 

If you would like that number or one of the other remaining numbers 

ring Ian Lowery 01327 830823 it only costs £1 per week and £25 per 

week is the possible prize. Proceeds go to support your village Church. 

********** 

 From St Martins Church 
We had the usual mix of services in October, all have been well 

attended. The heating has been on and the church is lovely and warm 

for the services. 

The trees along the front have been trimmed around the foot of their 

trunks, and look very neat. Thank you, Ian. 

On Remembrance Sunday, November 10th, there is a Benefice Service 

here in Litchborough. The service starts at 10.45am in St Martin’s 

Church. After the service, probably around 11.30 the wreaths will be 

laid on the War Memorial. 

The day before, Saturday 9th, the Daventry Branch bellringers are 

having a meeting here, the bells will be ringing from about 3pm. If you 

are interested in learning to ring or want to see how bells are rung 

please do come along to the church. There will be a short service at 

4.30pm, again please feel free to join the ringers. 

********* 
 

 
 

 
 
 

   31st October Watch out witches and 

warlocks all about-pumkin outside your door may mean      

      they visit you to trick or treat 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Children of Litchborough Village.. . 
> 

Please join us in the Village Hall on Sunday 15th December at 

3.00pm to 5.30pm for our annual Christmas party. There will 

be Christmas crafts and activities, singing and of course a 

visit from Father Christmas. Please contact Viv to book a 

place on 07985 290175. Parents are kindly asked to supply a 

plate of party food and a Secret Santa present for their 

child(ren) - £5 limit. 



NORTHAMPTONSHIRE HISTORIC CHURCHES TRUST 

SPONSORED RIDE AND STRIDE – SATURDAY 14TH 

SEPTEMBER 2019 
As mentioned last month, the cyclists all had a most enjoyable time 

visiting local churches at their own pace, most of them with free  

refreshments available and many also with a friendly welcome. 

This is Jim’s description of his day:- 

“My Itinerary was:- Litchborough, (bell ringers); Maidford, (Home made 

ginger biscuits);  Adstone, (V. Funny Straw Figures, Prep for Harvest 

Festival in progress); Blakesley,  (Locked);  Abthorpe, (Open, 

refreshments, but unattended); Slapton, (Escorted by three ladies 

on impressive, matching grey horses into church yard, then a guided 

tour of the Church and 14 century murals, by one of the riders, who 

happened to be Chair of the PCC.)  Bradden, (open but unattended. 

McVites choc digestives) and Greens Norton (Open & attended. Cakes, 

hot & cold drinks); Cold Higham, (As in previous visits warm welcome, 

refreshments); Astcote Methodist Chapel, (Messy church in progress 

but made welcome with a much needed cup of tea) & Pattishall, 

(Another church where the usual warm welcome is  appreciated).  I met 

so many interesting people en route that I was late returning home.”  
 

Ian, on his electric bike, cycled nearly 31 miles, visiting 17 churches: all 

the ones visited by Jim plus Wappenham, Weedon Lois, Weston, 

Plumpton (a private church which is not open very often) and 

Farthingstone church and chapel. 

Val cycled about 16 miles and visited 11 churches:- Cold Higham, 

Pattishall, Bugbrooke, Nether Heyford chapel and church, Weedon, 

Church Stowe, Farthingstone chapel and church, Maidford and 

Litchborough. 
 

The total sum raised was £697 so we did exceed our total for last year 

thanks to the many generous sponsors. Half of this is being returned to 

the village to be spent on the fabric of the church.   

Once again, thank you to everyone who contributed to this in any way:  

people welcoming participants to St Martin’s, those who cycled, and 

friends, family, neighbours and colleagues who generously sponsored 

them. 

Val Hartley 

NHCT Local Organiser for St Martin’s, Litchborough 
************ 

 

 

 Parish Council meeting in September 
News from the Parish Council 

 The Parish Council welcomes John Robinson who has joined us to 

fill the recent Councillor vacancy 

 Community grant forms for 20/21 can be obtained from 

litchboroughclerk@gmail.com 

 The streetlight replacement/upgrade project is now complete. 

 A new speed sign has been installed near the playing field 

 Defibrillator training will be available in the coming months. 

 At the request of young people in the village new goal posts 

have been installed on the playing field. 

The next Parish Council meeting is on Tuesday 12th November at 7.00pm  
********** 

 2nd MONDAY CLUB  

Just a reminder, folks, that there will be a 'Bit Of a Do' on December 

9th, Litchborough Village Hall at 7.30pm.  

We have Rob, kindly coming along to give us a talk about Towcester 

Museum. There will be refreshments of the seasonal kind and 

everybody is very welcome to come along.  

Free to members and £5 to non members.  

When the final sums have been done, any 'leftover' money will go to 

charity. We'll keep you posted about which charities later.  

Look forward to catching up with you all in December. 

Carol 

********** 
   

 Please remember us on the 5th November                                                                                      

 We get frightened by loud bangs and fireworks   

              are really colourful without the bangs     

Thank You 
 
 
 

mailto:litchboroughclerk@gmail.com


St Martin’s Church November Services     
 10th November        Remembrance Sunday   

            10:45am    Benefice Remembrance Service     
 Sidesmen: Carol Hakin and Ian Lowery 

 Readers: tbc 

 Coffee:  tbc 
 

17th November         Second Sunday before Advent 

               10:30am     Holy Communion    Coffee:  Val Hartley 

Sidesmen: John Robinson  &  Matthew Rodhouse 

Readers:   Val Hartley - Malachi 4 vs. 1-2a     

     Barbara Logan – 2 Thessalonians 3 vs. 6-13    
        

24th  November        Christ the King 

               10:30am      Family Service    Coffee; Barbara Logan 
                   :    

******** 

                                             
A HUGE THANK YOU to all those who came to our Village 

Coffee Morning on 28th  September we raised the most ever 

£206.00 
********* 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
We deliver daily newspapers and 

magazines to the village. 

Any combination of days per week catered for. 

 

Ring us on 01295 268499 

or e-mail 

info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk 

mailto:info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk


Benefice Service Times for November 
   

 

3rd  November         All Saints 

               10:00am       Benefice Eucharist                       Adstone 

 

5th November     9:30am  Holy Communion              Woodend 
                                              (Book of Common Prayer) 
 

10th November        Remembrance Sunday 

                  8:00am    Holy Communion                         Blakesley 
 

10:45am   Benefice Remembrance Service    Litchborough 

 
12th  November     9:30am  Holy Communion              Blakesley 
                                              (Book of Common Prayer) 
 

17th November         Second Sunday before Advent 

                 9:00am     Holy Communion                         Maidford 

               10:30am     Family Service                              Blakesley 

               10:30am     Holy Communion                         Litchborough    

                                 

19th   November     9:30am  Holy Communion              Blakesley 
                                               (Common Worship) 
 

24th  November        Christ the King 

            9:00am       Matins                                 Adstone 

                 9:00am       Holy Communion           Farthingstone 

               10:30am       Holy Communion                   Blakesley 

               10:30am       Family Service               Litchborough 

                 6:00pm       Evensong                       Maidford                    

                  

26th  November       9:30am  Holy Communion            Blakesley 
                                              (Common Worship) 
 
 

                
 

     The Old Red Lion 
             

Your Village Local 
 

Join friends for a drink anytime 

Enjoy Our Menu 

of daily specials 
 

 
 

Treat yourself to a special 

    
Sunday Roast 

                                     

 
QUIZ NIGHT is the last Wednesday of the 

month 
 

 Watch our board for any other   

Special Events and the Bingo Date 
 

Got a special occasion any other time then telephone  

The Old Red Lion Tel: 01327 830064  

or email: enquiries@oldredlionlitchborough.co.uk 

to arrange your booking        
************ 

 

mailto:enquiries@oldredlionlitchborough.co.uk


 Badby & Farthingstone Cricket Club Presentation Night 
Tickets are going fast for the cricket club’s popular presentation night 

on Saturday November 16.  

This annual event for players, members, supporters, family and friends 

is always a lively affair with a fish & chip supper and refreshments 

before the main events of the evening – the player’s end of season 

awards and presentations as well as captain’s log, raffle/auction and 

some end of season surprises. 

The auction prizes this year include a pair of 2020 T20 Steelbacks 

tickets, Indian restaurant meal for two, hotel stay, half a barrel of ale, 

Golf day for four at Northampton golf club and Northampton Saints 

home tickets. More on the night. 

Price is just £6 for a fish & chip supper followed by cake with an 

honesty bar for refreshments (selection of fine ales/lagers/wines/soft 

drinks).  

To make sure of your place, please confirm your attendance and number 

of tickets you require on club’s Facebook page at 

https://www.facebook.com/Badby-Farthingstone-Cricket-Club and pay 

on the night.  

 

 

 

                                                                           

 Litchborough Village Hall 

HAPPY 10th BIRTDAY- Village Hall Party  

16th November 7.30pm.- 9.30pm. 
 

The Village Hall is 10 years old in November and the committee 

would  

like to invite all the regular users, casual party users and anyone 

in  

the village who would like to come and celebrate the 10th 

Birthday of  

our great village hall with  Wine, Cheese and Nibbles  

On Saturday 16th November at 7.30pm-9.30pm  
 

 

     6ft Tressle Table in good condition     
          Contact Vivienne on 830406 to collect for free 

******* 

       

Community Afternoon Cuppa -29th November 
Our monthly opportunity to get together over a cup of tea / coffee in 

our rather nice Village Hall  on the last Friday in each month. 

Nothing too ambitious, a chance to meet up for a cuppa and maybe a 

biscuit with our friends and neighbours. All and Sundry very welcome. 

The kettle will be  on ... 3.00pm until 5.00pm on Friday 29th November 

How about it? Join us again this month  

If you want to contact ... 830517 carolhakin120@btinternet.com  or  

07923985637 

C.H. 

 
Badby & Farthingstone Cricket Club Presentation Night 

Date: Saturday November 16 (7.30pm start) 
Venue: Farthingstone Village Hall, Maidford Road, Farthingstone NN12 

8HE. 
Cost (food): £6 fish&chip dinner. 

Refreshments (honesty bar): beer/lager/wine/soft drinks. 
Bookings: Go to https://www.facebook.com/Badby-

Farthingstone-Cricket-Club to reserve  place (s) and pay on the night.  

Hope to see you there. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Badby-Farthingstone-Cricket-Club
mailto:carolhakin120@btinternet.com
https://www.facebook.com/Badby-Farthingstone-Cricket-Club
https://www.facebook.com/Badby-Farthingstone-Cricket-Club


    Litchborough Gardening Club 

October has seen the commencement of planting efforts in the village. 

Sonia Barrett and Vanessa Lowery originally came up with the idea of 

having some planters near the village signs to brighten and welcome 

people to the village. The picture, taken by Vanessa, shows the group 

having tidied the border around the war memorial and planted a variety 

of daffodil bulbs. The bulbs were provided by the group and other 

villagers. Thanks are due to Sonia, Chris, Teresa, Sophie, Declan, Cam, 

Amanda, Barbara and Vanessa. The next step is to build the planters, 

source and plant plants that are low maintenance and drought tolerant. 

Chris Watts is leading the charge on sourcing these plants and Marcus 

Buck has kindly offered to build the planters for us. So all in all an 

excellent village effort. Full details of gardening club visits can be 

found on the village web site www.litchborough.org.uk. On November 

6th we will be joining Maidford Gardening Club at their village hall for a 

talk on Victorian Gardens. The talk will be given by Andrew Mikolajski 

who is an expert gardening author, lecturer and speaker. He has written 

a number of books and contributed to several RHS reference works. It 

should be an interesting evening. In order to give Maidford Gardening 

Club an idea of numbers, please can you let Sue Brunning or Teresa 

Cox know if you would like to attend by October 31st.  

On November 24th we will be visiting Waddesdon Manor. As well as the 

gardens and aviary, the Christmas Market will be on which has a number 

of lovely stalls and ideas for Christmas gifts. If you would like to 

attend or would like more information, please contact Sue Brunning 

(01327 831545, sue.brunning1@btinternet.com) or Teresa Cox (07962 

925709, teresacoxuk@yahoo.com). We tend to optimise cars and travel 

together from the Litchborough Village Hall. 
 

********* 

  St Martins Church  SUNFLOWERS     

Seeds from the Village Fete -  How tall did yours grow?  Have you 

got any photos – please send or drop them into me.  Thank you - 

Christine Rodhouse 830350 

 

                

LITCHBOROUGH PAROCHIAL CHARITY 
Charity number 201062 

The charity has been active in the parish since the late 1870s, and is 

funded by two other charities.  Its aims are to offer financial 

assistance to those in need, specifically the elderly, widows, students 

and apprentices, and those in ill health or distress. 
 

Heating grants 

These are granted to retired persons living in the parish who are in 

need of assistance with heating costs, through cheques made payable to 

energy suppliers, normally in December each year.  Existing 

beneficiaries do not need to reapply. 
 

Education and training grants 

If you are at college or university, on an apprenticeship or vocational 

training course, the charity may be able to award a grant towards the 

cost of items you have to buy, such as equipment or books.  The grant 

would be for the academic year and may be drawn on throughout that 

year, if supported by evidence of expenditure.  Students may apply 

each year until they have completed their studies. 
 

Other requests for assistance 

If you are experiencing financial hardship through ill health or other 

difficulty, the charity may be able to help with grants towards costs, 

for example transport to and from hospital.  Please contact the person 

below for more information. 
 

OBTAINING FINANCIAL HELP 

Please apply in writing, or by email, to the corresponding trustee 

(details below).  Applications for heating and education grants for 

2019-20 must be received not later than: 
 

Saturday 9th November 2019The trustees will consider the merits 

of all applications in confidence. 
 

All enquiries and applications to:  

Mrs M. Pickford (Corresponding Trustee) 

18 Banbury Road 

Litchborough 

NN12 8JF  
T:   01327 830110    Email:  mpickford1904@btinternet.com 
 

 

http://www.litchborough.org.uk/
mailto:sue.brunning1@btinternet.com
mailto:teresacoxuk@yahoo.com
mailto:mpickford1904@btinternet.com


           
 

 

 

 

 
        
 
 
 

 

 

 

Litchborough Youth Club 
 

FUN GAMES ON A MONTHLY BASIS 
If you are aged 10 -16 years along 

 

TUESDAY 12th November 

7.00pm   -  8.30pm 
 

Litchborough Village Hall 


