
 

 
 

     

 Any articles, information, 

notices, personal messages 

etc you would like in the 

newsletter, please send to 

me by email by the 20th of 

the month to:- 

dg2010@tiscali.co.uk or 

telephone 830077 to have 

hard copy collected 

Thank You 

Sandy Aked-Walker  
 

                        

 

   
 
     

 

          
 

  3rd November ONLY  

(then closed until further notice) 

Litchborough Playtime - Village Hall 

      Tuesday 9.30 am – 11.30a.m 

 4th November– Litchborough Walking Group 

  10th November Virtual Parish Council Meeting 
       

 NO YOUTH CLUB  until further Notice 

 

 

STAY HOME   PROTECT THE NHS  SAVE LIVES 
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THE RECTOR WRITES  
Remember, remember, the fifth of November; gunpowder treason and plot! 

So goes the traditional rhyme, reminding us of Guy Fawkes and his now 

infamous plan to blow up the Houses of Parliament on November 5th 1605. 

November is the month for remembering. Besides bonfire night, November 

also brings us All Saints’ Day on the first of the month when we remember 

all the saints who have died, famous and unknown; All Souls’ Day on the 

second when we remember all the faithful departed; and of course 

Remembrance Day when we remember those who gave their lives in the 

world wars and other wars since. Also, this year has of course been a year 

like no other and tens of thousands of people in the United Kingdom, as 

well as many more throughout the world, will be continuing to remember 

loved ones who have died untimely deaths due to Covid-19, made 

particularly heart-breaking for many people with the limit put on funeral 

attendance and restricted hospital visiting. 

Remembering is important – if we block the past from our minds, both 

successes and failures, how can we hope to learn from it? In the Bible, 

Psalm 77 considers the use of memory not just to look back at that which 

is past and will not return but also as a source of hope, in that 

remembering past happiness will lead to prayers that sunny times will 

occur once more. When we go through the inevitable dark times which 

come along in our lives, the psalmist reminds us that we can find comfort in 

remembering all the times that God has helped in the past: “I will call to 

mind the deeds of the Lord; I will remember your wonders of old. I will 

meditate on all your work, and muse on your mighty deeds.” (Ps 77:11-12). 

This can help to reassure us of God’s loving purpose for our lives and help 

us look positively towards a brighter future,   helping us find the will to 

work with God for a future where war and Covid-19 and tears and mourning 

will be no more. 

What I find wonderful is that the God the psalmist finds isn’t a distant 

God sitting on a far-off throne, but an ever-present God who leads his 

children by the hand. Please check on the list of services to see how we 

will be commemorating All Saints’ Day and Remembrance Day across the 

benefice – you will be very welcome! 

If you would like to talk about any of the issues mentioned please don’t 

hesitate to contact me: 01327 341307/ stanley.thehole@btinternet.com 

God bless 

Revd Sue 

01327 341307/ 07983 043284/ stanley.thehole@btinternet.com 

 

 

Please  contact Sonia for details 

of on line classes 

 
 

 



 

 From St Martins Church November information    
We have had a mix of services in October, including a Harvest Service on 

Sunday 18th October. We were unable to have our usual supper and auction 

of fresh produce. Instead we had a collection of goods for the Towcester 

Food Bank. Thank you to everyone who left donations in the box. The 

collection was £90, half of this is being donated to the Farming Community 

Network.  

Although we were not permitted to sing the usual Harvest hymns, we 

listened to lovely recordings of them which Rev Sue had found. 

It was wonderful to be able to worship together again. 

Following the latest lockdown requirements there will now be no services 

during November and we will await further information for December. 

However St Martin’s will be Open for private prayer as before on a 

Sunday.. 

Remembrance Sunday and Armistice Day 
Sadly there will be no Service on the 8th November. However on Armistice 

Day 11th November whilst there will be no service the names of the fallen 

will be read and the Village Wreath will be laid on the War Memorial 

immediately after the minutes silence at 11.00am  
    

Litchborough Walking Group 4th November only 
A local walk of about 5 miles will start from the village hall at 9.45 am. 

Obviously, we will need to bring our own refreshments, hand gels etc and 

be aware of remaining socially distanced as we walk.   

At the time of writing,, we are restricted to a maximum of six people 

meeting and walking, so please let us know if you will be joining us as it may 

be necessary to stagger our meeting times and walk as two separate 

groups.  All are welcome as and when you have the time. 

Walk date for November           Wednesday 4th November 

Sadly this will be our last walk until further notice due to the new 

Government Lockdown restrictions.  Hopefully we can get together walking 

later in December 

Lindsey 01327 830318 or email:  ajburton1@btinternet.com 

Val  01327  831162 or emai:l val.e.hartley@btinternet.com 

 

   To All Litchborough Ladies  
As the government guidelines continue to change  we are still not able to 

meet so I hope it will not be too long before we can get together – maybe 

nearer Christmas. Take care and keep safe - Jan – 01327-830877 

 

********* 

                   

Litchborough Gardening Club 
Hello all,  

Well it’s been very wet and autumnal few weeks hasn’t it. There were a few 

days where I could gather and mulch the leaves for leafmould but they’re 

thoroughly wet as I write. We’ve enjoyed the last of our garden visits now. 

Westonbirt, The National Arboretum, was lovely as anticipated but I think 

it was only Mum and me that went along. We were lucky with the weather 

and the Acers were beautiful but we didn’t find time to see all of it and of 

course it’s a four hour round trip. 

As we’ve said, we'll leave firming up on next year’s outings until our AGM in 

January 2021. Whether or not it will be safer to make plans then remains 

to be seen. At the moment we have just the one diary entry for 2021 

which is our visit to the Thenford Arboretum on Saturday 3rd July 2021 

(one of their open days). 

Have you got your spring bulbs in? It’s not too late, in fact November is 

better for planting tulips. Here is the RHS guidance for things to do in 

November:  https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/in-month/november; pruning 

roses to prevent wind rock, raking up leaves, planting tulips, putting out 

bird food to attract winter visitors, planting winter bedding (I have a few 

trays of winter pansies and violas), there’s always plenty to do to prepare 

the garden for winter and the coming spring. 

With best wishes from Sue (01327 831545,  email: 

sue.brunning1@btinternet.com) and Teresa (07962 925709,  email: 

teresacoxuk@yahoo.com) 

********* 

 
 

mailto:ajburton1@btinternet.com
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/in-month/november
mailto:sue.brunning1@btinternet.com
mailto:teresacoxuk@yahoo.com


 

Don’t forget WE ARE ON LINE 
 

 

 
 

 

    Are YOU interested in being a Village Neighbourhood 

Watch Officer – if so please contact David Aked-Walker for details 

(01327-830077) 

                             

      Village Lottery         

Two winners again. Isabel Davis was drawn on the 26th Sept and Audrey 

Cox on the 24th October. 

As always they will be receiving the winners cheque for £25. 
Ring Ian on 01327830823 to secure your lucky number, only £1 per week. 

    
Your Village Defibrillator – Need it and you are on your own –

help is at hand 
Several people have kindly offered their phone numbers to be contacted 

to go and get the defib and bring it to you. Sonia -07929-963976 or Anna 

07940379650.  Sandy and David 01327-830077/07759-326675 can only 

help if no-one else is available.  -Thank you to the volunteers.  
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We deliver daily newspapers and 

magazines to the village. 

Any combination of days per week catered for. 
 

Ring us on 01295 268499 

or e-mail 

info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk 

mailto:info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk


 

 

 Whittlebury Bakery Bread Delivery to the Village.  

The bakery orders are still proving very popular so I’m happy to carry on 

ordering for villagers for the foreseeable. The bread is delicious and it’s 

so nice to be able to support a local, independent business. 

There have been a few yummy additions to the list, please see below: 
 

Prices: Large loaf (white, brown or multiseed) £1.85 

Small loaf (white brown or multiseed) £1.40 

Sourdough large £2.50 

Sourdough small £2.00 

Rolls (pack of 8.) white £1.80 

Rolls (pack of 8.) brown or granary £2.00 

Baguette £1.10 

Large Sausage roll £1.50 

Jam doughnut 90p 

Apple turnover £1.05 

The bread will be delivered keeping social distance  to your doorstep  

by Village volunteers who will knock on your door to let you know. We have 

two deliveries per week- on Tuesdays and Fridays. Please text or email me 

your order (and payment- I’ll email you my bank details) by 2pm on 

Mondays for Tuesday delivery and 2pm on Thursdays for Friday delivery. 

Any questions, please get in touch. 

Val Mahoney - 07815 059826 

 

********** 
 

            War Memorial Flowers   

              Thank You to everyone who has kept our War Memorial bedecked 

with beautiful flowers throughout the year. Sarah Hobbs 

************ 
 

&         

Thank you to all of you who gave sponsorship for the Ride and Stride.  The 

total amount was £770 and St Martin’s Fabric Trust will receive £385  

Val Hartley. 

 

 

 
 

          FREE RANGE EGGS          
As we have many more eggs than we need, we would like to make them 

available to the lovely people in the village. We kindly suggest a donation of 

£2,00 per dozen, which will go back to the upkeep and welfare of the hens 

The honesty box is located at 36 Banbury Road 

We really hope you enjoy the eggs as much as we do. 

******* 
 

   

 

 

       The Old Red Lion        
Will now be closed from 5th November under 

the new Lockdown so Thanks for your 

support so far and we hope to be open again 

soon maybe for Christmas  

     

                  Stuart Moore Plastering 
         

Local  based plasterer 
All Aspects of plasterwork completed 

Specialist in restoration and conservation of lime plaster 
 and ornate plasterwork 

Contact Stuart on  07841-021802 

email:Stuartmoore_arts@hotmail.co.uk 



,  

 

 Badby & Farthingstone Cricket Club News   

Given the delayed start, the club have enjoyed a successful season with 

more wins than losses, several exciting final over finishes and some new 

players, many of whom are teenagers which augurs well for the club’s 

future.  

Club chairman Andy Nightingale said: ”At the height of lockdown in April it 

looked like we might not play any cricket at all and the club could have 

been in real jeopardy. But thanks to the fantastic efforts of everyone 

involved with the club we had a more successful season than we could have 

imagined -  so many we had to employ a rotation policy! 

“There were several fine team performances with every game played in the 

right, sporting spirit. 

“Special mention to captain Charlie Ashmore whose on and off field work 

has been fantastic and vice captain Stephen Nelligan who stepped in 

admirably for Charlie when needed, and was especially encouraging with 

our younger players. Thanks too to our groundsmen Phil Hall and David 

Powell who worked so hard to ensure we fulfilled our home fixtures (often 

two a week), fixtures secretary Malcolm Alphonso, treasurer Chris Pratska 

and everyone else who put in such a huge effort this season, including Paul 

Justice, Mike Constant, Mick Coulson, Will Dicks and Ed Hall”. 

 On the field, it was disappointing to end the season with two defeats. 

Hosting Northampton Eaglets, a fine bowling performance saw the visitors 

contained to a total of 150 from their 35 overs. The wickets were shared 

evenly by the home attack, well supported in the field. 
But the visitors soon made inroads into the B&FCC batting reducing them 

to 33-5. A late order recovery looked like making a game of it until a flurry 

of wickets saw the Eaglets run out comfortable winners by 60 runs.The 

final match at Blakesley saw a high-scoring 25-over affair hinge on the 

final ball of the match. Chasing 181 to win, B&FCC needed three off the 

final ball to win. Alas only one was scored leaving the hosts the victors by a 

single run. Despite seven (yes seven) dropped catches there was fine 

bowling from George Dicks and Harry Alsworth while Dan Currie, Jordan 

Shingler, Kieren Bennett and Ed Hall all shone with the bat.Club updates on 

Facebook at http://ow.ly/nKPs50APtiP  

 

 

  

       Friday Afternoon Community Cuppa  

Hello Everyone and I am the bearer of, I hope, good news ...  A December 

Community Cuppa is on the planning list ... whoopee  ... !  

So, the last Friday in December just happens to be Christmas Day, so 

obviously a no no ... but looking into the following week, Wednesday 30th 

could be a good one? 

Rules will obviously need to be adhered to and much care taken.  

Masks to be worn on entering and leaving, socially distanced tables, chairs 

and people. Sticking (not literally) to the same seat. Paper plates will be 

there for any yummies on offer and disposable cups also, unless you want 

to bring your own mug.  

I think I've covered all I can right now, regarding safety.  It'll be the 

usual time, 3pm until 5pm and it will be SO NICE to see you!  

No money is required, plenty in the pot for posh biscuits.  

Open to everybody, as always, so pop if you can, for however long or short 

a time.   Three ways to contact me if you need ... 

07923985637    carolhakin120@btinternet.com    830517  

Fingers crossed we can do this � 
************ 

      Dog Walking Service- Cinnamon Trust Charity  

For more information ring Jan 01327 830191 –Farthingstone Road 
 

********** 

 

  Playing Field Area 
Whilst all the local Gym’s maybe closed there are  a few  items  of Adult 

exerise equipment in the Playing Field   so why not try them out as part of 

your daily exercise during this lockdown, as going out for exercise is still 

possible. 

 

https://t.co/uP6r0DNt9R
mailto:carolhakin120@btinternet.com


 

LITCHBOROUGH PAROCHIAL CHARITY 

Charity number 201062 

The charity has been active in the parish since the late 1870s, and is 

funded by two other charities.  Its aims are to offer financial assistance 

to those in need, specifically the elderly, widows, students and 

apprentices, and those in ill health or distress. 

Heating grants 

These are granted to retired persons living in the parish who are in need 

of assistance with heating costs, through cheques made payable to energy 

suppliers, normally in December each year.  Existing beneficiaries do not 

need to reapply. 

Education and training grants 

If you are at college or university, on an apprenticeship or vocational 

training course, the charity may be able to award a grant towards the cost 

of items you have to buy, such as equipment or books.  The grant would be 

for the academic year and may be drawn on throughout that year, if 

supported by evidence of expenditure.  Students may apply each year until 

they have completed their studies. 

Other requests for assistance 

If you are experiencing financial hardship through ill health or other 

difficulty, the charity may be able to help with grants towards costs, for 

example transport to and from hospital.  Please contact the person below 

for more information. 

OBTAINING FINANCIAL HELP 

Please apply in writing, or by email, to the corresponding trustee (details 

below).  Applications for heating and education grants for 2020-21 must 

be received not later than: 

Sunday 15th November 2020 

The trustees will consider the merits of all applications in confidence 

All enquiries and applications to: 

Mrs Maureen Pickford   (Corresponding Trustee) 

18 Banbury Road 

Litchborough 

NN12 8JF 

T:   01327 830110 

E:  mpickford1904@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               NOVEMBER – 1st: All Saints, 2nd: All Souls, 5th:  

                                   Guy Fawkes, 8th: Remembrance, 11th: Armistice… 

22nd: Christ the King (and 29th is Advent Sunday this year). Lots of 

church, community, and civic highlights. This year still very real, and very 

important – but subdued and maybe overshadowed by the virus. 

Remembering still matters though. Not just wars and those lost in them or 

damaged by them, not just those currently in our armed forces – though 

we mustn’t minimise that at all. But we need to remember our story, our 

history (even Guy Fawkes and his co-conspirators). We need to remember 

our Church story, and who we are as the inheritors of all the saints, named 

and unnamed. We need to remember those we have lost, those who have 

gone before us into eternity. And above all, we need to remember that 

Jesus is still Lord, that Christ is still King, High King, Lord of lords and 

King of kings.In these strange days of covid, apparently running through 

the dark winter ahead, we need hope and light. In a sense, some of that 

comes through our support for each other, our continued self-discipline 

for the common good, and the scientific endeavour to find a cure or at 

least a vaccine. But in the deepest sense, hope and light come only through 

Christ – and we are assured of that by remembering the past.Ultimately 

we have hope, and light at the end of every tunnel, because God is faithful. 

Scripture and Church history point so consistently to a merciful, saving, 

promise-keeping, faithful God. Nothing “in all creation will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord”. “God is 

faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength.” “Come to 

me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will. 

Remember, remember, what a faithful God we have. Remember, remember, 

his faithfulness to the saints of old. Remember, remember, that Jesus is 

King. Remember, remember, that he promises to put all things right. 

With best wishes 

  

 
 

Bishop of Peterborough 

 

 

 

mailto:mpickford1904@btinternet.com


 

 A Special Advent Calendar for 2020.  
 

Following a suggestion from our new 

Rector Sue I have volunteered to look 

at organising a special ‘Advent 

Windows’ event in Litchborough. Sue 

described how popular it was in 

another village which did it last year. 

It’s a sort of ‘living’ Advent Calendar!! 

 

The idea is that 24 people – one for 

each day of Advent - volunteer to decorate one of their windows, then on 

each evening throughout Advent one is unveiled. Should we get enough 

volunteers a plan detailing the dates and houses taking part would be 

included in the December Newsletter. Everyone would be welcome to 

attend the unveiling each evening and go around the village to admire the 

lit windows.  

 

If you would like to volunteer to decorate a window or would like more 

information please contact Christine Rodhouse, 

christinerodhouse@btinternet.com 830350. 
 

                                         
 

 

 
 

Bonfire Night 5th November 
Remember Remember the 5th November 
 Gunpowder Treason and Plot 
Or rather 
This  year NOT.   
 

As All public displays are banned as are gatherings of any size during 

lockdown, family’s may well decide to have a few fireworks at home.  
 

However please see advice from the Northamptonshire Fire 

Brigade 

“It is important for us to remind families, that we are actively 

discouraging people from having bonfires and fireworks at 

home.  Fire fighters do often get called out to bonfires out of 

control, and we know that fireworks also need to be used with 

great care. 

Please share our “Don’t Lose The Plot Posters” 

Anna Rittler 

Communications Officer 

Northamptonshire Fire and Rescue Service 
 

We also need to remember that many households have pets like dogs and 

cats and in this village we have stabled horses,  that get distressed and 

frightened by the noise of fireworks. So please remember this when 

deciding what to do.  The village hall car park and the playing field are also 

NOT areas that should be used to let off fireworks, as has happened in 

the past, however much we might have enjoyed the displays. 

 

                            Don’t Lose The Plot 
 

       
Keep the              Don’t Throw    Check bonfire  Stay sober!   No sparklers 

instructions              Them        before lighting                        to under 5’s 

 

mailto:christinerodhouse@btinternet.com

