
 

 
 

 Any articles, information, 

notices, personal messages 

etc you would like in the 

newsletter, please send to 

me by email by the 20th of 

the month to:- 

dg2010@tiscali.co.uk or 

telephone 830077 to have 

hard copy collected 

Thank You 

Sandy Aked-Walker  
       

   

   
 
     

  9th March – Virtual Parish Council 

14th March – Mothering Sunday  

St Martin’s Church 

18th March - YOUTH CLUB  -  

                       On Line Meeting 

See inside for details 

–  Litchborough Walking  Group 

        No Walking –Looking forward till May Time 

 Garden Club  

Even more to do in Your Garden      

  Litchborough Playgroup will start again   

                              sometime in 2021 
 

Stay Home –Stay Safe 

Hands – Face - Space 
Printed by David and Sandy in Litchborough 
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THE RECTOR WRITES 
An article in my newspaper’s magazine supplement caught my eye this 

weekend, it spoke of how the Covid restrictions have forced us to totally 

change the ways in which we relate to others and asks if friendships will 

ever be the same again. Sometimes I find it difficult to even imagine how 

life was before Covid hit – bi-annual meals out at a pub with my husband 

and a group of our best friends from years past; regular trips to the 

cinema with a friend or times sitting at the kitchen table drinking coffee 

and putting the world to rights with another. It all seems like a dim and 

distant memory! 

The last year has caused us all to look for new ways to keep in touch – so 

important if we want to keep our friendships alive – and even a 

technophobe like me has discovered the wonders of video communications 

and social media to use alongside email and telephone. Having said that, it’s 

also made me realise the importance of really good friendships against the 

hundreds of acquaintances known as ‘friends’ who I might ‘follow’ on social 

media! 

In order for any relationship to work and grow, communication is key – 

something which I try to impress upon the couples I meet for marriage 

preparation – and like any relationship we need to communicate regularly 

with God to grow our relationship with him. The season of Lent which runs 

this year from 17th February until Easter is a good time to find the 

discipline to set aside a regular time for prayer. It’s important to 

remember that prayer should be more than just going to God with a list of 

requests – although that’s fine – but should be seen as two-way 

communication, making time to quietly listen as well as speak. 

It does feel quite challenging to grow in relationship with someone you 

have never seen but as we are reminded in the Bible; “No one has ever seen 

God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has 

made him known”, so as well as finding time to talk to God I encourage you 

to get to know him better by reading about the life of Jesus – Mark’s 

Gospel is a good place to start! 

God bless 

Revd Sue 

If you would like to talk please don’t hesitate to contact me on 01327 

341307 or by email stanley.thehole@btinternet.com  

 

 

 

 

Please contact Sonia for details of on line classes 
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Litchborough Gardening Club 
� wait a minute …. it’s stopped raining ….  ! As I write it is lovely out (last 

month it was snowing!), a bit blowy but that is helping to dry out the very wet 

soil and make it more workable. It really does feel like Spring and it will be the 

start of Horticultural Spring on 1st March. I’ve been cleaning seed trays, 

gravel trays and little pots to start sowing tomatoes, peppers, new perennials 

and annuals. I just can’t resist a seed packet and I’ve had a few free ones 

through my Gardeners' World magazine subscription and I’m very excited 

about sowing them.  Well, as we’ve all said a few times, we can see the light at 

the end of the tunnel and we should be able to start venturing out to gardens 

in the coming weeks/months but we won't be able to share transport until 

after 21st June (the longest day!). That said, as we do have the roadmap from 

Boris now, it would be a good idea to have our AGM and sketch out our plans 

for garden visits, local activities such as maintaining the war memorial and 

planters, and perhaps talks if we can. We will have to do this via Zoom I 

suspect. I’ll be in touch with Gardening Club members shortly and we’ll publish 

a date and details for the AGM in the next newsletter. In the mean time, 

anyone wishing to be included in the Gardening Club, do get in touch. Teresa 

and my contact details are below. For keen gardeners, Spring is an incredibly 

exciting time of the year, the snowdrops and crocuses are just beautiful and 

there are new shoots emerging almost every day, daffodils trying to break 

open, tulips emerging from the soil. I’ve been cutting back all sorts of 

perennials and rehoming overwintering ladybirds which are so good for our 

gardens (not least because their larvae eat aphids!). And there are so many 

more jobs to do, chitting potatoes, preparing vegetable beds, tidying up 

grasses, sowing some vegetables under cover, planting shallots and onions, 

pruning winter flowering shrubs, treating lawns and beginning to mow, and so 

the list goes on. Hopefully happy and rewarding days working in the garden and 

a stepping stone to when we can share our outdoor spaces, however small, with 

our loved ones. 

Here are my favourite links to gardening advice for March. I’ve included 

Monty’s site as he provides monthly advice too and writes so well. I don’t think 

the BBC have committed to a date for Gardener’s World to start back, it’s 

usually the first Friday in March but there are plenty of episodes available on 

BBC iPlayer including four Winter Specials episodes.  

Here is the RHS advice: https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/in-month/march and 

the link for Monty’s site: https://www.montydon.com. 

Happy gardening! Sue (01327 831545, sue.brunning1@btinternet.com) and 

Teresa (07962 925709, teresacoxuk@yahoo.com) 

 
 

    

 

Litchborough Walking Group  
Sadly we are still not able to meet and go on our usual jolly walks but at 

least we have a “Road Map” which gives us hope we might be out walking at 

least before  summer time!  I will be in contact as soon as we are able. 

Lindsey 01327 830318 or e mail ajburton1@btinternet.com 
 

************** 

   From St Martins Church    
 

The collapse of the churchyard wall facing the road will be repaired in the 

very near future. As the collapse was bigger than previous ones, a report 

from a structural surveyor has been obtained. 

Online service will continue for the time being. They are held on Sunday at 

9am and through lent there will be an additional service at 7.30pm on a 

Wednesday evening. To access these the link is 

https://www.facebook.com/Lambfold-Benefice-109774004270866/ 

For details of all services across the benefice details are on the website 

www.lambfold.org.uk 

Sunday 14th March is Mothering Sunday. We will be holding a short 

informal service in church to celebrate this special Sunday. We would love 

to have you join us. We will have music, we will have readings and prayers 

and we will find a way for all of the ladies present to receive a small token. 

********** 

       Village Lottery         

Month's winner is Davina Buckle whose number was drawn on the 27th. As 

always she will be receiving a winners cheque  for £25. There are too many 

bonus balls drawn from the National Lottery going unclaimed. 

 You have to be in it to win it so get your own number by contacting Ian 

Lowery - only £1 per week. 

01327 830823 or ianlowery41@gmail.com 

********* 

  Dog Walking Service- Cinnamon Trust Charity 
Be it due to lockdown, self isolating or your general ill health your dog may 

still need walking but you are not able to take them so please contact me 
for more information Jan 01327 830191 –Farthingstone Road 

********* 

https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/in-month/march
https://www.montydon.com/
mailto:sue.brunning1@btinternet.com
mailto:teresacoxuk@yahoo.com
mailto:ajburton1@btinternet.com
mailto:ianlowery41@gmail.com


 

       

Don’t forget WE ARE ON LINE 

 
 

 

 

 

Parish Council Meeting – 9th March 
Minutes of the January Meeting and the March Agenda are on the Notice 

Board and the web site 

The next meeting is on the 9th March, log in detail are on the Agenda 

litchboroughclerk@gmail.com  

Are You a Village Organisation that could benefit from the use of the 

Parish Council Zoom Facility for one of your meetings – if so please contact 

the Clerk. 
************ 

BACK ON THE BEAT IN   NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
Over the coming weeks, we will be setting the foundations 

for a major new focus on local policing in 

Northamptonshire. 

The number of neighbourhood police constables across rural and urban 

communities will be doubled, growing from 50 to 100 over the next 18 

months, with still further increases planned. 

Neighbourhood policing will be at the heart of our fight against crime: we 

will be providing visible, locally accountable policing to tackle the problems 

that matter to people. 

This new focus has been made possible by the increased number of police 

officers in the Force. Northamptonshire Police now has 1367 police 

officers compared with 1170 four years ago. This means that we can now 

strengthen our neighbourhood teams without taking resources from 

emergency response or other specialist areas of crime fighting. 

As our plans develop, we will make sure that every neighbourhood has a 

dedicated, named local team so that Northamptonshire Police is truly a 

Force that listens, anticipates and solves problems at the earliest 

opportunity. We know that this level of connection is what the public wants 

and deserves. We are also investing in two mobile police stations to give 

more visible and accessible local policing in our more remote and rural 

communities.Our neighbourhood areas will align to the new local authority 

boundaries to ensure ever closer collaboration with partners to keep local 

communities safe. 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 
Stephen Mold                                     Nick Adderley                                                                      
Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner                         Chief Constable 
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 Whittlebury Bakery Bread Delivery to the Village.  

I hope the slight increase in price will not deter you from this delicious 

bread and tasty yummies 
 

Prices: Large loaf-white £1.85, brown £1.90,   multiseed) £2.00 

Small loaf white £1.50  brown £1.55 multiseed £1.60 

       Sourdough large £3.00    Sourdough small £2.00 

                    Rolls (pack of 4.) white £1.20 Brown or Granary £1.40 

Baguette £1.35, Large Sausage roll £1.75 Jam Doughnut 90p 

Apple turnover £1.05 

The bread will be delivered keeping social distance  to your doorstep  

by Village volunteers who will knock on your door to let you know. We have 

two deliveries per week- on Tuesdays and Fridays. Please text or email me 

your order (and payment- I’ll email you my bank details) by 2pm on 

Mondays for Tuesday delivery and 2pm on Thursdays for Friday delivery. 

Any questions, please get in touch. 

Val Mahoney - 07815 059826 

******** 

       Friday Afternoon Community Cuppa  

Hi Everyone,  

Here's hoping you're all feeling as well as possible and that  lots of you are 

now sporting one of these clever vaccines in your system ...  

As I'm writing this we're still in full lockdown, but, fingers crossed we'll 

be tiptoeing very soon and oh so carefully, into a time when we're allowed 

to catch up in small numbers outside of course socially distanced. 

Just hoping, when it is okay to meet again 'properly', I can remember how 

to make tea for more than one and in a large teapot ... looking forward very 

much to that time! 

Take care,   Carolx 

   To All Litchborough Ladies           
Although still in lockdown the “Road Map” gives us hope it may not be too 

long before we can enjoy our get togethers for tea, coffee and delicious 

cakes! 

Jan -830877 

*********         

 

 

Youth Club –Great news 

There is an “Open Access” virtual session for Young people to access 

planned for Thursday 18th March.  Anyone, with their parents permission, 

should contact Sarah on   sarah@cypn.org    for more details and log in 

information There.  Normal sessions are being planned hopefully for 

possibly April and May 
 

 Badby & Farthingstone Cricket Club News   
Good to report another busy month for the club with a virtual AGM, a big 

welcome for some new club and proposed committee members as well as 

more fund-raising via the popular weekly sporting predictor. 

Chairman Andy Nightingale led the way in the AGM with an amended 

constitution and club regulations for the members to have their say on 

proposals to align B&FCC more closely to the ECB and NCCC for future club 

development. If passed this will also demonstrate good governance, 

important for future external funding and also supports the club’s move to 

getting CASC (Community Amateur Sports Club) status. It was also 

proposed to create three new club officers (Communication, Fundraising 

and Community) to aid future club growth. The individuals that fill these 

roles will then be invited to join the committee. Full AGM decisions in next 

month’s update. 

On the membership side, and as happened last year during lockdown, it 

looks as if the club will have even more players to choose from when the 

season gets underway as there has been lots of interest from interested 

parties since the start of 2021. Anyone interested please contact 

chairman Andy Nightingale at andynightingale234@gmail.com or captain 

Charlie Ashmore at CharlesAshmore@hotmail.co.uk 

On the fund-raising front, Charlie Ashmore has continued the weekly on-

line sporting predictor event where club members and supporters are 

invited to predict the outcome of several weekend sporting events. 

Winning entrants collect half the week’s stakes with the rest going to club 

funds. It has proved to be hugely successful and open to all the local 

community. So if you want some fun and support your local cricket club go 

to: https://www.facebook.com/Badby-Farthingstone-Cricket-Club-

334122073956380/?ref=py_c 
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Your Village Defibrillator – Need it and you are on your own –

help is at hand 
Several people have kindly offered their phone numbers to be contacted 

to go and get the defib and bring it to you. Sonia -07929-963976,  Anna 

07940379650, Sandy and David 01327-830077/07759-326675 all are 

available to help.  -Thank you to the volunteers.  

********* 

 NORTHAMPTONSHIRE CHEESECAKES 
These small cheesecakes were traditionally made in Northamptonshire to 

be eaten during lambing and sheep-shearing time. Until recently they were 

still available at Oliver Adams’ the bakers shops. 
8OZ SHORTCRUST PASTRY 

6OZ CREAM/CURD CHEESE 

2OZ BUTTER 

2 EGGS 

3OZ CASTER SUGAR 

4OZ CURRANTS 

FINELY GRATED RIND 1 LEMON 

¼ TSP ALMOND EXTRACT 

½ TSP NUTMEG FOR DUSTING 

 

 .Roll out the pastry on a lightly floured surface and use to line 14 

to 16 lightly greased patty tins 

 Set oven to 350ºF or mark 4. 

 In a bowl, beat the curd or cheese until smooth. 

 Put the butter, eggs and sugar in a saucepan and heat gently, 

stirring , until thickened, but do not allow to boil! 

 Remove from the heat and stir in the curd or cheese, then add the 

currants, lemon rind and almond essence. 

 Combine well and fill the tins. 

 Sprinkle a little nutmeg over each and bake for 20 to 25 minutes 

until well risen and golden.  Serve hot or cold 

 

 

 

 

 
 

What Do You Know About Northamptonshire? 
 

1. Daventry was an important town on coaching routes in the past and was 

famous for the manufacture of which item linked with this business? 
DAVENTRY WAS AN IMPORTANT CENTRE FOR THE COACHING TRADE 
AND THIS GAVE RISE TO THE LUCRATIVE TRADE OF MAKING WHIPS 
FOR THE COACHMEN. 
2. What is the link between Northamptonshire and George Washington the 

first President of the USA? Washington the first President of the USA? 
GW WAS A DIRECT DESCENDENT OF LAWRENCE WASHINGTON WHO 
WAS MAYOR OF NORTHAMPTON TWICE. LAWRENCE WASHINGTON 
BOUGHT SULGRAVE IN THE 1530S, HIS SON EMIGRATED TO AMERICA 
AND WAS THE GT GRANDFATHER OF GW. 

3. What is the link between Northamptonshire and wellington boots?  
THE FIRST WELLINGTON BOOTS WERE MADE FOR THE DUKE OF 
WELLINGTON IN THE VILLAGE OF STANWICK NORTH 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 

4. Where is the County’s highest point?ARBURY HILL NR DAVENTRY 743FT 

5. Which is thought to be the largest village green in the County? 
NETHER HEYFORD ABOUT 5 ACRES 
 

6. Joseph Merrick a disfigured man spent holidays at Lady Knightley’s 

Fawsley estate.What name was he commonly known by.THE ELEPHANT MAN 
 

7. High Sheriff Philip Agnew JP, principal proprietor and editor of Punch 

magazine was a resident of which village? FARTHINGSTONE 
 

8. On Cow Meadow (now Beckets Park) in Northampton in 1741 the earliest 

game if its kind took place between two counties – what game? GAME OF 
CRICKET BETWEEN NORTHANTS AND HUNTINGDONSHIRE 

9. What do these places have in common – Upper Boddington – Aston-Le-
Walls – Byfield? LINKED BY AN OLD DROVERS TRACKWAY – THE WELSH 

ROAD WHERE CATTLE WERE HERDED FROM WALES VIA BUCKINGHAM TO 
THE SOUTH OF ENGLAND 
 

10. Which Queens final journey through Northamptonshire in 1290 was 

memorialised by two crosses? QUEEN ELEANOR. 
 

Congratulations if you got them all right 



 

Postal voters urged to apply early for new Council’s historic 

elections 
Residents in Daventry, Northampton and South Northamptonshire are 

encouraged to apply early to vote by post for the first-ever elections to 

the new West Northamptonshire Council this May. 

On Thursday, 6 May voters across the three areas will go to the polls to 

elect a total of 93 councillors for the new unitary authority, which will be 

formed on 1 April this year, replacing the existing district, borough and 

county councils. 

On Polling Day residents will also be able to cast votes for the 

Northamptonshire Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner and to elect 

representatives for many of their local parish councils, Work is underway 

to ensure that residents can cast their votes safely during the ongoing 

coronavirus pandemic, with a range of Covid-safe measures being planned 

for polling stations, alongside the other usual options such as voting by 

post or by proxy (when someone votes on your behalf). 

People are urged to apply for postal votes as early as possible ahead of the 

deadline of 5 p.m. on 20 April.  Those wishing to vote by proxy can also do 

this now before the deadline of 5 p.m. on 27 April. 

Anyone who is not yet registered to vote must do so by Monday, 19 April in 

order to take part in May’s elections. 

Polling arrangements are currently being organised by election staff in 

Daventry District, South Northants and Northampton until the new West 

Northamptonshire Council is formed on 1 April. In the run-up to this, 

residents need to apply for postal and proxy votes via their existing 

district or borough councils.  Those living in South Northants should email 

elections@southnorthants.gov.uk or call 01327 322128.  

Residents unsure whether or not they are registered to vote can check by 

contacting their local elections team on the contact details above. Those 

who need to register can do so at www.gov.uk/register-to-vote where they 

will be asked to provide their name, National Insurance number and date 

of birth. 

************* 

    War Memorial Flowers 

20th  March - Jan Hutchings     27thMarch- Vivienne V Green 

3rd April--  Lucy Cavell-Northam 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We are still open 7 days a week for takeaways, 

delivery or collection, across our whole new menu 

English, Indian or Greek check on line          
peggottyslounge.co.uk 

 choose your  menu and then telephone 01327- 

830391 and place your order 
 

Our kitchen hours are 12noon- 8.00pm (Sunday - Thursday) and 

12noon-9.00pm  (Friday - Saturday). 

 All food is cooked fresh to order, so please allow a minimum of 

30 minutes from time of ordering to collection. Delivery is free 

within a 5 mile radius of Peggotty’s on all orders of £15 or above. 

We aim to get all deliveries out within 45 minutes of ordering, 

but during busy periods, this may be extended. We cannot 

guarantee specific times for deliveries.  

mailto:elections@southnorthants.gov.uk
http://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjKk7_-pcfuAhWAFzQIHYshCQEQFjAAegQIARAD&url=https%3A%2F%2Fpeggottyslounge.co.uk%2F&usg=AOvVaw2H-oWOPH7y6UyEdwMmR6pT
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjKk7_-pcfuAhWAFzQIHYshCQEQFjAAegQIARAD&url=https%3A%2F%2Fpeggottyslounge.co.uk%2F&usg=AOvVaw2H-oWOPH7y6UyEdwMmR6pT


 

                  

The Daventry Experiment: 

             

About Eighty years ago two men drove a van with a radio receiver to a 

field in South  Northamptonshire. The experiment that followed helped 

win a battle in a war that had yet to start. 

Not far from the A5, just the village of Litchborough, lies a memorial 

stone. The plaque tells how two men - Robert Watson-Watt and Arnold 

Wilkins - showed for the first time how radio waves could be bounced off 

aircraft up to eight miles (13km) away. And they did so with little more 

than a set of wooden poles, some wire, a receiver and an aircraft. 

The findings of what became known as the Daventry Experiment were not 

lost on the British government. 

The radio waves in the Daventry Experiment were bounced off a Heyford 

bomber. They meant radio waves could detect aircraft. 

The government went on to fund the development of radio detection 

finding (later called RAdio Detection And Ranging - RADAR) and the first 

operational radar station at Bawdsey in Suffolk. 

By 1937 there were three full-scale radar stations on the south coast of 

England, and by the outbreak of the war there were 19. 

The van used in the Daventry Experiment was a converted ambulance from 

the 1920.  The series of stations around the coast formed what would be 

known as the Chain Home. It was the world's first working radar system. 

Brian Leathley-Andrew, chairman of the Coventry Amateur Radio Society, 

said: "It's believed it shortened the war by quite a good bit. "Indeed, it is 

possible the Battle of Britain would not have been won had it not have 

been for radar .The radio receiver in the back of the van detected radio 

waves reflected by the bomber. 

 

 

 

Robert Watson-Watt did not get the recognition he deserved, and Wilkins 

had almost been airbrushed from history, said Mr Leathley-Andrew. 

"You have to go searching for the memorial. 

"It is a modest little memorial and sadly a reflection on what we tend to 

think about engineers in this country." 

The film “Castles In The Sky” is based on this story and is a gentle easy 

film to watch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

********** 

 
Happy New Year to All Our Customers 

We deliver daily newspapers and 

magazines to the village. 

Any combination of days per week catered for. 
 

Ring us on 01295 268499 

or e-mail 

info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk 
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