
 

 
 

       
   

   
 
     

11th May - YOUTH CLUB 

In the Village Hall 

 

   Garden Club  - Information inside 

 

–     12th & 26th May  - Litchborough Walking  Group 
 

     24th May  - Parish Council meeting 
 

          24th Perochial Church Council 

Annual General Meeting 
 

     25th May - Annual Parish Assembly 

 

       Litchborough Play Group 

            Every Tuesday morning 

 

Printed by David and Sandy in Litchborough 
 
 

Litchborough Church and Village 

Newsletter 
MAY 2021 

 

                      

         November 2014 

 

 

 

Any articles, 

information, notices, 

personal messages etc 

you would like in the 

newsletter, please send 

to me by email by 20th 

of the month to 

dg2010@btinternet.com  

or telephone 830077 to 

have hard copy collected  

Thank you 

 Sandy Aked-Walker 

mailto:dg2010@btinternet.com


 

THE RECTOR WRITES 
 

As I write this it’s hard to believe that two weeks have already passed 

since Easter Sunday and we will soon be at Ascension Day which is when 

the church celebrates Christ’s ascension into heaven, forty days after 

Easter. This year it falls on Thursday 13th May. 

Historically Ascension Day was marked in many and various ways, especially 

in rural areas. It falls at the end of the three-day period the Church calls 

‘Rogationtide’ which is a time set aside to pray for God’s blessing on the 

land, livestock and crops in hope of a good harvest. On Ascension Day 

villagers would ‘Beat the Bounds’ of their parish, marking the boundaries 

by beating particular trees and landmarks with sticks and praying as they 

went. Ascension Day is also associated with the tradition of ‘well dressing’, 

popular across Derbyshire. There are also superstitions around Ascension 

Day; in Devon it was said that any clouds on this day will form into the 

Christian image of a lamb, and weather lore says that if Ascension Day is 

sunny the summer will be long and hot but if it rains the crops and 

livestock will suffer. 

The Ascension happened as Jesus made his final resurrection appearance 

to his disciples; ‘When he had said this, as they were watching, he was 

lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight’ (Acts 1:9). This can make 

heaven seem like a distant place, separate from earth, but I believe it to 

be another dimension, somewhere very close, like behind the wardrobe in 

C.S. Lewis’ ‘The Lion, the Witch and the Wardobe’, if you like. 

The Ascension is part of the sequence of events – Christ’s participation in 

creation, his birth at Bethlehem, his life, death and resurrection, his 

ascension, then the outpouring of his Spirit at Pentecost - and we await 

the culmination of God’s promise that Jesus will one day return to rule and 

God’s plan to unite heaven and earth in a new creation will be fulfilled. 
 

God bless 
 

Revd Sue 
 

If you would like to talk please don’t hesitate to contact me on 01327 

341307 or by email stanley.thehole@btinternet.com 

   

 

 

 

 

Please contact Sonia for details of on line classes 
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Litchborough Gardening Club 
This time last month I noted that the garden was drying out nicely, yet 

now our gardens are so in need of rain! How quickly things change. The 

Gardening Club had it's AGM, only a few attendees over Zoom but a good 

discussion nevertheless. We have agreed the gardens that we would like to 

visit, including Kathy Brown’s Garden, Broughton Grange, Thenford 

Arboretum and Waterperry Gardens in the next few months. We will share 

the dates once they are agreed. We are also hoping to attend talks 

arranged by Maidford in the Garden later in the year when the 

refurbishment of their village hall is complete. Four members of the 

gardening club have very kindly offered to take care of each of the four 

planters on entry to the village. The gardening club will be buying soil to 

top up the planters and plants to fill gaps and refresh the display where 

necessary.  The annual membership fee remains at £10.  

For those that grow fruit and veg, you’ll be sowing and potting on and 

feeling the frustrations of how slowly carrots and parsnips germinate and 

the fun the birds are having rearranging neat rows of seedlings in search 

of food for their young! The parents are so bold and the young so comical 

they are a joy to watch. Surprisingly the last month of horticultural 

Spring, we need to be careful of late frosts for the first 10 days of the 

month. If only under cover, we should be seeing the new shoots of Dahlias 

and Cannas poking through. In the borders, peonies will be in bud or close 

to it, hostas will be emerging and there will be strong leaf growth on 

herbaceous perennials. So much to enjoy and still to look forward to. 

For more guidance on gardening tasks and advice for May, don’t forget to 

keep up with Gardener’s World, Monty’s web site 

(https://www.montydon.com) and of course, the RHS site 

(https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/in-month/may) 

Happy gardening! Sue (01327 831545, sue.brunning1@btinternet.com) and 

Teresa (07962 925709, teresacoxuk@yahoo.com) 

 

Youth Club – 
       The regular monthly meetings are back on track with the next one   

Tuesday 11th May at 7.00pm in the Village Hall. 

        Contact Sarah on sarah@cypn.org  for more details and information.  

 

 

 

    War Memorial Flowers 

1st May - Sarah George 

8th May -Val Hartley,           15th May - Sandy Aked-Walker 

22nd May – Susie  Heygate, 29th May -  Sian Livsey 

 

********* 
 

Litchborough Walking Group  
It was so lovely to be making that move towards the new normality once 

again and to set off from Litchborough as a group of six in pleasant 

walking conditions at last. A circular walk from home to Maidford was our 

first outing with underfoot conditions dry at last and, as yet, no cows and 

calves, to possibly concern us.  Our second walk took us along our village 

track to Grimscote, on to Pattishall returning via Cold Higham and 

Grimscote. The Spring flowers in gardens and hedgerows were so pretty 

and the baby lambs in so many local fields are growing fast but still noisy 

and cute.  

Walk dates for May 

Remember the revised time of 9.30 a.m. at the village hall 

Wednesday 12th May  

Wednesday 26th May 

Lindsey 01327 830318 or e mail ajburton1@btinternet.com 

Val      01327  831162   val.e.hartley@btinternet.com 

 
******** 

 

       Village Lottery         
 

 This month the Lotto Bonus Ball has been favouring the lowest numbers 

and we have two lucky winners, Sarah Skinner drawn on the 10th and Liz 

Robinson drawn on the 24th. Both will receive their £25 prize. 

To book your Bonus Ball number phone Ian Lowery on 01327 830823. Only 

£1 per week. 

********* 
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 From St Martins Church    
There have been services in the church this month as well as Rev Sue 

posting one on line each week. 

One of the services was a reflection on the life of HRH Prince Philip. The 

tenor was tolled 99 times on Friday 9th April when his passing was 

announced and also on Saturday 17th as the funeral procession set off. 

The bell was also tolled 96 times on Tuesday 13th to mark the passing of 

Kathleen Hakin, long-time resident of the village who had passed at the 

end of March.  

The ringers are willing to toll for the passing of any village resident as a 

mark of respect and to maintain a long tradition. 

The lifting of restrictions means that we will soon be able to resume 

practice ringing as well as ringing for longer before Sunday morning 

services. If you are interested in learning to ring a bell now would be a 

great time, we are all going to be a bit rusty! We do have a training bell 

which is a wonderful starting point. 

Christine Rodhouse 

 

 May Service Times  
2nd May          5th Sunday of Easter 

       10:00am   Benefice Holy Communion                

  Reader:  Patricia Sykes 
                         
9th May           6th Sunday of Easter 

       10:30am   Family Service                                  
 

16th May         7th Sunday of Easter 

       10:30am   Holy Communion                              

Reader:  Val Hartley  
                       

23rd May         Pentecost 

       10:30am   Sunday Morning Worship                   

Reader:  Liz Robinson 
                         

30th May         Trinity Sunday 

       10:00am   Benefice Holy Communion     Blakesley 

 

     

         

 

Don’t forget WE ARE ON LINE 

 
 

 

 



 

 Whittlebury Bakery Bread Delivery to the Village.  

I hope the slight increase in price will not deter you from this delicious 

bread and tasty yummies 
 

Prices: Large loaf-white £1.85, brown £1.90,   multiseed) £2.00 

Small loaf white £1.50  brown £1.55 multiseed £1.60 

       Sourdough large £3.00    Sourdough small £2.00 

                    Rolls (pack of 4.) white £1.20 Brown or Granary £1.40 

Baguette £1.35, Large Sausage roll £1.75 Jam Doughnut 90p 

Apple turnover £1.05 

The bread will be delivered keeping social distance  to your doorstep  

by Village volunteers who will knock on your door to let you know. We have 

two deliveries per week- on Tuesdays and Fridays. Please text or email me 

your order (and payment- I’ll email you my bank details) by 2pm on 

Mondays for Tuesday delivery and 2pm on Thursdays for Friday delivery. 

Any questions, please get in touch. 

Val Mahoney - 07815 059826 

******** 

 

 

In Memorium 
It was with great sadness that we heard Cedric Pyne passed away 

peacefully at the end of April at the age of 92 after a short illness. Cedric 

and his wife Jean were long standing villagers having lived in Litchborough 

since the 1980’s.  

Cedric was a much respected man in the village and never missed a 

Remembrance Day Service to lay the village wreath. He tended the 

allotment next to his house producing many  delicious vegetables. A good 

friend of Tom  O’Shea the former landlord of The Old Red Lion where he 

could be found on a Wednesday lunch-time with a cheese and onion 

sandwich with his pint, putting the world to rights with Tom. Cedric in 

later years would take a stroll round the village with their dog and he and 

Jean only moved away a couple of years ago to be nearer their daughter. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Jean and the family at this time, may 

Cedric  rest in peace. 
 

********** 

 

 

 

 

       Friday Afternoon Community Cuppa  

So, we're moving towards June 25th, when, fingers crossed we'll be able 

to meet together for our first Community afternoon cup for a very long 

time. Wow! Meanwhile my gate is open and I have biscuits.  

Carol x 

******** 

   To All Litchborough Ladies           
Although still in lockdown the “Road Map” gives us hope it may not be too 

long before we can enjoy our get togethers for tea, coffee and delicious 

cakes  perhaps in someone’s garden - Jan -830877 
 

********* 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 B&FCC NEWS – NEW SEASON GETS UNDERWAY 

With snowflakes falling, the wind blowing hard and the temperature 

struggling to get into double figures, the new cricket season began with an 

inter-club 10 a side match on Sunday April 11. 

The typically traditional English April weather did not stop a lively and 

entertaining affair taking place on the field with captain Charlie Ashmore’s 

XI winning the T20 match against vice-captain Steve Nelligan’s side. 

The arrival of a mobile coffee van serving hot drinks and delicious sausage 

rolls was particularly welcome mid-innings. Other afternoon highlights 

included a promising innings from teenager Harry Osborne, members trying 

in vain to rescue a frisbee hoop from a tree near the pavilion and the 

appearance of a sun screen dispenser inside the changing rooms. Let’s hope 

we get the chance to use it this summer.  

The season properly got under way the following Sunday with an exciting 

away match at our good friends Eydon, B&FCC only being denied what 

would have been a deserved victory by an astonishing display of power 

hitting in the final few overs by home batsman Joe Cox. 

Set to make 94 off 20 overs the home side struggled throughout against 

some excellent bowling, especially Ollie Webb who took four wickets with 

his left arm spin. With five overs left B&FCC were seemingly coasting to 

victory as Eydon slumped to 53-9. All that changed when Joe came to the 

wicket and proceeded to hit a succession of fours and sixes that left 
everyone gasping in admiration as he took his team to a one-wicket victory. 

The team quickly recovered from that disappointment with a five wicket 

home win against Shenley End. Set to make 119 after bowling the visitors 

out for 118 in 22 overs, fine batting by Ryan Haynes, vice captain Steve 

Nelligan and Ed Hall saw B&FCC home. Bowling honours went to Malcolm 

Alphonso with 2-18, well supported by Nelligan and Colin Scott.  

Off the field, vice captain Steve Nelligan has been appointed the club’s 

new welfare/safeguarding officer. Thanks to him for taking on this 

responsibility. Also joining, and a name that older local cricket club players 

may remember, is Roger Wilson. The former Badby player is CEO of 

Northants recreational cricket, chairman of South Northants junior 

cricket league and a level 2 coach - welcome aboard Roger.  

May fixtures: Sunday 2nd Spencer Bruerne (A), Sunday 9th Sunday 9th 

Braunston (H), Sunday 16th Crick Lions (H), Sunday 23rd    Abington (H), 

Sunday 30th Blakesley (A). All matches start at 2pm. 

 

 

    
Your Village Defibrillator – Need it and you are on your own –

help is at hand 
Several people have kindly offered their phone numbers to be contacted 

to go and get the defib and bring it to you. Sonia -07929-963976,  Anna 

07940379650, Sandy and David 01327-830077/07759-326675 all are 

available to help.  -Thank you to the volunteers.  

********* 

 

Benefice - May Service Times 
2nd May          5th Sunday of Easter 

       10:00am   Benefice Holy Communion               Litchborough 
                     
9th May           6th Sunday of Easter 

         9:00am   Matins                                             Adstone 

         9:00am   Holy Communion                             Farthingstone 

       10:30am   Family Communion                         Blakesley 

       10:30am   Family Service                                 Litchborough 

         6:00pm   Evensong                                         Maidford         
 

16th May         7th Sunday of Easter 

         9:00am   Holy Communion                             Maidford 

       10:30am   Holy Communion                             Litchborough 

       10:30am   Family Service                                  Blakesley 

         6:00pm   Compline                                          Adstone 
 

23rd May         Pentecost 

         9:00am   Matins                                              Maidford  

         9:00am   Holy Communion                              Adstone 

       10:30am   Sunday Morning Worship                  Litchborough 

       10:30am   Holy Communion & Baptism             Blakesley 

         6:00pm   Evensong                                          Farthingstone 
 

30th May         Trinity Sunday 

       10:00am   Benefice Holy Communion                 Blakesley 

 

 

 



 

  Welcome to Litchborough  
A warm, if rather belated welcome to the village but no less sincere, to 

Andy and Clare Clark in Banbury Road. We hope you have settled in and are 

enjoying our village. 
********** 

 

 The Village Hall and Playing Field are now open for use but 

please remember still under Covid 19 Regulations. Thank you to those 

volunteers who inspect it, empty the rubbish bin and rake the ground. 

Please remember to let me know of any problems. 

David Aked-Walker -01327-830077 email: dg2010@btinternet.com  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Village Playing Field 
What a pity, yet again one of the goal posts has been damaged.  We do 

have a replacement but it is the last one. So if there is any kind parent or 

villager who would like to put the new one together I would be very 

grateful. Please contact me David Aked-Walker Village Hall Chairman on 

01327-830077 or email dg2010@btinternet.com to arrange collection. 

Thank You  

 

  Picturesque Litchborough  

How lovely to see all the daffodils that have been planted around the war 

memorial, telephone box and elsewhere in the village. Thank you to those in 

the village who have made the village look so bright and cheerful  

 

 

 
We deliver daily newspapers and 

magazines to the village. 

Any combination of days per week catered for. 
 

Ring us on 01295 268499 

or e-mail 

info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk 

                                                                                

         Stuart Moore Plastering 
         

Local  based plasterer 
All Aspects of plasterwork completed 

Specialist in restoration and conservation of lime plaster 
 and ornate plasterwork 

Contact Stuart on  07841-021802 
email:Stuartmoore_arts@hotmail.co.uk 

       The Old Red Lion  
Re-Opening 

17th May 

Our usual opening hours 

We look forward to welcoming back all our 

customers 

     

mailto:dg2010@btinternet.com
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When/what/why is “May Day”? 
The 1st of May is known as “May Day” and traditionally involves dancing 

around a May Pole, crowning a May Queen, Morris Dancing and generally 

celebrating the oncoming summer. Celebrations and customs differ from 

country to culture, but the gist of the celebration is the same throughout. 
 

 

What are May Day traditions? 

The tradition of “dancing around the Maypole” is steeped in paganism and 

is celebrated by various cultures around the world. 
 

In England 

Traditionally, a young tree would be felled and erected to dance around in 

celebration of the oncoming summer. Ribbons and flower garlands would 

add to a colourful display, fitting to a bright spring day of celebration. 

 

 
 

 

 
LITCHBOROUGH ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY 

7.00pm  Tuesday 25th May 2021 
Litchborough Village Hall 

 
 

Defibrillator                 Youth Club 
 

Website      Village Hall 
 

Updates from Village organisations 
 

Come along and hear what has been happening  
in the village and what the plans are 

 for the coming year. 
 

Tim Sykes 
Chairman Litchborough Parish Council 

  Church Annual Meetings  Monday 24
th
 May at 6.00pm 

 

The equivalent of the AGM for the Church are the Vestry Meeting and 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM). They sound very formal and 

intimidating but we hope to prove they are not. 
 

The Vestry Meeting is for the election of the Churchwardens and the 

APCM elects the Parochial Church Council members and receive the 

accounts and a report of the activities of the church in the year.  
 

Boring? Not at all, the business part should only take about 15 minutes 

or so, unless you all have lots of questions. To make the evening more 

sociable we will be holding the meeting in the Village Hall. 
 

Please do come and find out what the church has been doing in your 

village. 

https://thegroomslist.co.uk/spring-forward-in-the-equine-industry/

