
 

 
 

       
   

   
 
     

 

8th June- YOUTH CLUB 

In the Village Hall 

–     9th & 30th June  - Litchborough Walking  Group 

 

   20th June - Garden Club  - Waterperry Gardens 

 
 

 

    25th June    Friday Afternoon Community Cuppa  
 

 

      9th July      Litchborough Ladies 

 

       Litchborough Play Group 

            Every Tuesday morning 

 

 

 

Printed by David and Sandy in Litchborough 
 
 

 

Litchborough Church and Village 

Newsletter 
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         November 2014 

 

 

 

Any articles, 

information, notices, 

personal messages etc 

you would like in the 

newsletter, please send 

to me by email by 20th 

of the month to 

dg2010@btinternet.com  

or telephone 830077 to 

have hard copy collected  

Thank you 

 Sandy Aked-Walker 

mailto:dg2010@btinternet.com


 

 

THE RECTOR WRITES 
 

I wonder if you ever stop to listen – to really listen – to the birds singing? 

I must admit I’m not good at recognising different birds from the sounds 

they make – except maybe the cuckoo which sadly is a rarity these days!  
 

But I can still enjoy the beautiful sound they make as they joyfully sing 

their hearts out and have been particularly enjoying the sound of the 

skylarks over the past weeks as I walk the dog. 
 

However I find that I do have to ‘tune in’ to listen to them; often their 

singing is just a background noise which I don’t really notice; at other 

times it’s a mad, exuberant cacophony; at this time of the year the dawn 

chorus can wake me up in what seems to be the middle of the night (I’m 

not a morning person!); sometimes the song of one particular bird just 

stops me in my tracks and I can hear nothing else. 
 

To me it seems that God speaking to us can be a bit like birdsong. Often 

God’s voice is drowned out by the pressures and challenges of life and his 

voice is just one of many demanding our attention; very occasionally his 

might be the insistent voice which drowns out all the others and leaves us 

in no doubt of what he is trying to tell us; at other times his might be the 

voice which disturbs our sleep with dreams and visions. But for the most 

part we just have to make a special effort to tune in to his voice, making 

time to wait in silence … and just listen. 

As the words from Psalm 62 verse 5 reminds us: “For God alone my soul 

waits in silence, for my hope is from him.” 

God bless 

Revd Sue 

If you would like to talk please don’t hesitate to contact me on 01327 

341307 or by email stanley.thehole@btinternet.com 
 

*********** 
 

    War Memorial Flowers 

 29th May -  Sian Livsey,  5th June - General Brock School Vancouver 

12th  June - Carol Hakin, 19th June -  Isla Whitcroft,  

26th June- Maggie  Constant,   3rd July - Sarah Hobbs 

 

 

Please contact Sonia for details of on line classes 
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Litchborough Gardening Club 
Well the weather continues to challenge our gardening activities, this time 

last month the water butts were empty and we were hoping for rain ….. as 

I write the rain is torrential but the forecast is brighter in a few days 

time, fingers crossed for June! 

We are planning to go to Waterperry Gardens on June 20th but have 

postponed Kathy Brown’s garden until August. Thenford Arboretum is 

booked for July 3rd but if anyone else would like to join us, tickets can be 

bought on line. On July 25th we plan to visit Broughton Grange. I’ll be in 

touch with Gardening Club members directly about Waterperry shortly but 

if anyone else would like to join us on any of our proposed visits, please 

don’t hesitate to get in touch with me or Teresa.  

Following our four volunteers kindly agreeing to maintain each of the 

planters on entry to the village, work has started topping up the compost 

and refreshing the displays. I have a feeling this could get competitive!  

The lower than usual temperatures have slowed the growth of seedlings 

and arrested the growth of herbaceous perennials but, looking at my 

garden, the weeds are thriving!   I’m hopeful in the next few days to get 

my tomato, cucumber and pepper plants in the greenhouse borders and see 

some real growth on other less hardy fruit, vegetables, and flowers. 

For more guidance on gardening tasks and advice for June, don’t forget to 

keep up with Gardener’s World, Monty’s web site 

(https://www.montydon.com) and of course, the RHS site 

 (https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/in-month/june). Interestingly, the latter 

urges us to be ‘water-wise, but we know it will be a matter of weeks if not 

days before we will need to water pots again.  

Happy gardening! Sue (01327 831545, sue.brunning1@btinternet.com) and 

Teresa (07962 925709, teresacoxuk@yahoo.com) 

********** 

 

  Welcome to Litchborough 
We would like to welcome Pam and Luke Judge and their children  Zakaray 

and Taliah who have moved into Towcester Road. We hope they will enjoy 

living in our lovely village  

 
 

 

 

Litchborough Walking Group  
Once again we were lucky with the weather for our annual visit to a 

bluebell wood. We walked from our home village to Mantle’s Heath where 

we were not disappointed. The bluebells were a lovely sight with other 

pretty wild flowers amongst them too. Then it was a return home via 

Farthingstone , everyone dry if a little muddy once again. Come on Spring – 

we had enough of cold and mud all winter!! 

Walk dates for June 

Remember the revised time of 9.30 a.m. at the village hall 

Wednesday 9th June 

Wednesday 30th June 

It is still useful if you contact us to let us know you will be walking. We 

feel ready now to travel a short distance in the car to extend our choice 

of routes so it may be a good idea to bring a mask. 
Lindsey 01327 830318 or e mail ajburton1@btinternet.com 

Val       01327  831162                val.e.hartley@btinternet.com  
 

************ 

 

      Village Lottery         

Litchborough Lottery has now been running for some 12years and in that 

time has given towards £7500 away in prizes. Each weekly prize of £25 is 

fixed by the number of the Saturday National Lottery Bonus Ball. there 

are 60 numbers so if that number has not been sold there is no winner 

that week. We would need 60 subscribers to ensure a winner every week. 

Inevitably once in a while there is a sequence of blanks. That happened 

this month with no winners so far. 

Any surplus from the lottery supports the village Church. Covid 

restrictions over the last two years have severely  restricted other fund 

raising, If an open Chuch in our village is to be continued please support 

the lottery to help maintain the open church. 

As usual ring Ian lowery on 01327 830823 to purchase your number - only 

£1 per week per number. 
 

*********** 
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  From St Martins Church    
The Passing bell rang on 6th May for Keith Foster  who died in April and 

whose cremation had been held earlier in the day. 

The excitement early in May was that in the 

 high winds the flagpole on the top of the  

church snapped and was leaning at 

a jaunty angle. It was far too wet 

and windy that day to venture up 

the tower to investigate further.  

However, the following day we 

managed to take the flag down and 

meet two roofing specialists who 

set about taking the pole down and 

closing up the hole left in the roof. 

The pole had snapped inside the tower!  

It had to be cut into 3 lumps to get it out and down. The parts were 

lowered down the outside.  

The water butt on the north side of the church has been replaced,  

hopefully this will make it easier to water fresh flowers in the churchyard. 

The APCM was held on Monday 24th May. Christine Rodhouse and  

Patricia Sykes were re-elected as Church Wardens. Matthew Rodhouse, 

Liz Robinson, Ian Lowery, Sandy Aked-Walker and David Aked-Walker  

are the members of the PCC. Please do remember the churchyard is open 

and is a lovely quiet place to sit and reflect until we are able to return to 

opening the church daily. 

June Service Times  
6th June          1st Sunday after Trinity 

       10:00am   Benefice Holy Communion                

                 Reader   Matthew Rodhouse 

13th June        2nd Sunday after Trinity 

      10:30am   Family Service                                   

20th June        3rd Sunday after Trinity 

       10:30am   Holy Communion                              

 Reader   Patricia Sykes 

27th June        4th Sunday after Trinity 

       10:30am   Sunday Morning Worship                   

         Reader   Val Hartley 

 

     

         

Don’t forget WE ARE ON LINE 
 

 
 
 



 

 

    
Your Village Defibrillator – Need it and you are on your own –

help is at hand 
Several people have kindly offered their phone numbers to be contacted 

to go and get the defib and bring it to you. Sonia -07929-963976,  Anna 

07940379650, Sandy and David 01327-830077/07759-326675 all are 

available to help.  -Thank you to the volunteers.  

********* 

 

  Benefice - June Service Times 
6th June          1st Sunday after Trinity 

       10:00am     Benefice Holy Communion               Litchborough 
 

13th June        2nd Sunday after Trinity 

         9:00am     Matins                                           Adstone 

         9:00am     Holy Communion                             Farthingstone 

       10:30am     Family Communion                          Blakesley 

       10:30am     Family Service                               Litchborough 

         2:30pm     Baptism                                           Adstone 

         6:00pm     Evensong                                        Maidford         
 

20th June        3rd Sunday after Trinity 

         9:00am     Holy Communion                             Maidford 

       10:30am     Holy Communion                             Litchborough 

       10:30am     Family Service                                  Blakesley 

         6:00pm     Compline                                          Adstone 
 

27th June        4th Sunday after Trinity 

         9:00am     Matins                                              Maidford  

         9:00am     Holy Communion                              Adstone 

       10:30am     Sunday Morning Worship                  Litchborough 

       10:30am     Holy Communion                              Blakesley 
          

*************** 

 

 

 Badby & Farthingstone Cricket Club News 

Four matches already into the new season and thrilling finishes are fast 

becoming a feature. 

With the re-arranged home match against Crick Lions falling victim to the 

wet May weather, the team had time to reflect on a final over shoot-out 

the previous Sunday against rivals Braunston Paddox CC. 

With the home groundsman making sure the match went ahead despite the 

previous day’s downpour, the match was evenly poised throughout. 

Set to make 126 in 20 overs after the home side had batted first with 

solid contributions from vice-captain Stephen Nelligan, Paul Picton and Ed 

Hall, the visitors were always slightly behind the asking run rate.  

With one over and one wicket left, Braunston required 16 to win. The odds 

were in favour of another home victory until visiting batsman Jordan 

Shingler took matters into his own hands by hitting the required runs, 

including the winning boundary off the final ball. An exciting finish to a 

match played in the right spirit. 

The previous week saw a comfortable 20 run win at Stoke Bruerne with 

the home side’s late onslaught stopped in its track by a decisive late 

bowling containing effort from captain Charlie Ashmore and vice Stephen 

Nelligan which ensured the victory after a fine, all-round performance by 

the visitors including excellent batting on his B&FCC debut by Roger 

Wilson.    

The club welcomes all new players – men, women, teenagers and children. 

Membership fees: full £50, playing £30, social £20, junior £10. Anyone 

interested in joining B&FCC please contact chairman Andy Nightingale via 

e-mail andynightingale23@gmail.com  

Fixtures: Sunday May 23rd Abington (H), Sunday May 30th  Blakesley (A). 

Sunday June 6th  Northampton Eaglets (H), Sunday June 13th  Eydon (H), 

Sunday June 20th Willoughby (H) and Blakesley Sevens (A), Sunday June 

27th Pattishall (H)  Please note all matches start at 2pm.          
  

********* 

Youth Club – 
       The regular monthly meetings are back on track with the next one   

Tuesday 8th JUNE at 7.00pm in the Village Hall. 

        Contact Sarah on sarah@cypn.org  for more details and information 

 

mailto:andynightingale23@gmail.com
mailto:sarah@cypn.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Friday Afternoon Community Cuppa  

So, we're moving towards June 25th, when, fingers crossed we'll be able 

to meet together for our first Community afternoon cup for a very long 

time. Wow! Meanwhile my gate is open and I have biscuits.  

Carol x 

******** 

   To All Litchborough Ladies           
At last I am planning for Litchborough Ladies to meet again on Friday 9th 

July 10.30am -12.00noon in the Village Hall. I really hope this will be 

possible as it will be so great  to see each other and share a cup of tea and 

cakes together ( At least my baking has improved during lockdown and I’ve 

used lots of Heygates wonderful flour)! 

Let’s make this a reunion of Thanksgiving that we have all survived the 

past 18months. I’d just like to say thanks for the many acts of kindness 

shown. Please come if you can dear friends, I have missed you all so much. 

Jan -01327-830877 

********** 
 

Annual Parish Assembly 
The Annual Parish Assembly took place in the Village Hall. Reports were 

read from the various groups and organisations in the Village and all of 

these are on the Village Web site. Two matters were raised from the floor 

1. “Any news on when the church wall would be repaired” – the response 

explaining that the original contractor had become unable to take on the 

work and alternative quotations were having to be obtained – hence the 

delay. 

2, “Were there any plans to clean or repaint the Telephone Box housing 

the defibrillator”. Response came it would be on the next Parish Council 

Agenda but if there were any volunteers they would be very welcome. 

 

Parish Council Elections 
The following councillors were elected on May 6th , Chairman, Cllr Tim 

Sykes, Vice Chairman Cllr. David Aked-Walker, and Cllr’s  Sue Brunning, 

Gwen Drinkwater, Ian Lowery, and John . Any items for the Agenda of the 

next meeting in July to the clerk Viv Hartley litchboroughclerk@gmail.com  

********** 
 

 
 

 
We deliver daily newspapers and 

magazines to the village. 

Any combination of days per week catered for. 
 

Ring us on 01295 268499 

or e-mail 

info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk 

                                                                                

         Stuart Moore Plastering 
         

Local  based plasterer 
All Aspects of plasterwork completed 

Specialist in restoration and conservation of lime plaster 
 and ornate plasterwork 

Contact Stuart on  07841-021802 
email:Stuartmoore_arts@hotmail.co.uk 

       The Old Red Lion  
We Are OPEN 

We will be opening from 4pm on weekdays until the last 

customer bids us farewell for the evening or it’s 

11.00pm (whichever comes first!) and open from 12pm 

on weekends. 
We look forward to welcoming back all our customers 

     

mailto:litchboroughclerk@gmail.com
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