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11th January- YOUTH CLUB -In the Village Hall

Garden Club information inside
Any articles,
information, notices,
personal messages etc
you would like in the
newsletter, please send
to me by email by 20th
of the month to
dg2010@btinternet.com
or telephone 830077 to
have hard copy collected
Thank you
Sandy Aked-Walker

14th January - Litchborough Ladies

Cancelled by Jan as a Covid precaution
Litchborough Walkers – see inside

28th January Friday Afternoon Community Cuppa

Litchborough Playgroup
Tuesdays 9.30am -11.30 am in the Village Hall
Printed in Litchborough by David and Sandy

THE RECTOR WRITES
So here we are, another new year! I don’t know about you but I can’t
believe it’s 2022 – it seems as though I’ve lost two years along the way
since Covid reared its ugly head in 2019!
A new year can bring with it new opportunities and new challenges. It can
be a time when we look back on the past year and wonder how we can
change our lives and do things differently; maybe look for a new job,
decide to move house or even plan that adventurous holiday which has been
on the bucket list for years. Like many people I’m not good with change. I
have envisioned my life a certain way and when anything crops up which
throws me off my path it can feel quite threatening. God is always doing
new things in our lives and often my first reaction is to ignore it,
hope it will go away and cling on to the familiar. However, one thing I’ve
learned is that God doesn’t give up and I might as well just embrace what
he is doing and prepare for what lies ahead. This might mean stepping out
into the unknown and may feel uncomfortable, frightening or not
particularly pleasant. But we need to let go of the old, trust God and move
forward. Otherwise we are missing out on what God wants to do in us and
through us.
The prophet Isaiah wrote; “I am about to do a new thing; now it springs
forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and
rivers in the desert”. God is always doing something new; we need to learn
to trust him and follow him even if it means stepping out of our comfort
zone. We might not understand where he is leading us but can be assured
that God’s plans are exceedingly better than anything we can ever imagine.
Wishing you all every blessing for the New Year…wherever it may take you.
If you would like to talk or find out more about the Christian faith please
feel free to contact me on 01327 341307 stanley.thehole@btinternet.com
God bless
Revd Sue

Village Lottery
Two new winners this time Sue Alder's number matched the Bonus Ball in
the National lottery draw on the 27th November and our lucky Christmas
Day winner was Steve Cook.
£25 cheques are on the way to both of them
Make your new year resolution to join in and help support your village
Church, only £1 per week. Numbers from Ian Lowery 01327 830823

Contact Sonia for details of on line lessons

Litchborough Gardening Club
We’re now well into Winter and so far it’s been quite wet. The good news is
that by the time you read this, the days will be getting longer! There are
still plenty of jobs to be done in the garden, as there are every month.
Certainly in my garden there are still plenty of leaves to clear, trees and
shrubs to prune and perennials to cut back. Be careful to re-home
overwintering ladybirds when you come across them. On the very cold or
wet days, stay in the warm and plan changes to the garden, introducing new
plants, adding new structures and deciding what crops you want to grow if
you have the room and enthusiasm to do so.
The next event in the Gardening Club’s diary is likely to be our Annual
General Meeting. We normally hold this in January and discuss gardens
that we would like to visit and events we would like to hold. At the time of
writing it isn’t clear if we will be able to hold this in the Village Hall or if
we will hold it later, or hold it using Zoom. We’ll be in touch in the New
Year when we know more about the situation with COVID.
As always the best advice as to what we could and should be doing in our
gardens
in
January
can
be
found
on
the
RHS
web
site; https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/in-month/january and on Monty's site
too www.montydon.com.
Lastly, if you like me you’re missing Gardener’s World, there are four
winter specials available on the BBC iPlayer. Here is a link to the first
episode: BBC iPlayer - Gardeners' World - Winter Specials 2021/22:
Episode 1
Happy gardening! Sue (01327 831545), sue.brunning1@btinternet.com and
Teresa (07962 925709), teresacoxuk@yahoo.com.

Happy New Year to all my customers

Stuart Moore Plastering
Local based plasterer
All Aspects of plasterwork completed
Specialist in restoration and conservation of lime plaster
and ornate plasterwork
Contact Stuart on 07841-021802
email:Stuartmoore_arts@hotmail.co.uk
From St Martin’s Church
Happy New Year
We were very lucky that we had our Carol service early in December
before the latest Covid scares took over. Unfortunately, the bad weather
meant we were unable to start outside around the tree on the green but
the joy of singing carols more than made up for that.
Thank you to Sonia for coordinating the “outside” carols, to the children
who played the hand bells and Vivien for conducting, to all of the children
who helped build the crib with Carol, to Rev Sue for her prayers and most
importantly to all who came and sang so fantastically.
The church looked wonderful for the Christmas services, lovely striking
red flowers against the green of the holy and ivy, and a stunning Christmas
tree on the plinth beside Sir John and sparkly lights on the sides. Thank
you to all who helped with the decorations.
*********

Advent Calendar Windows
Litchborough Walkers
Val and I plan to continue walking on Wednesdays at 9.30a.m. So, if
anybody wishes to join us, we will be delighted. We suggest you make a
note of our numbers and give us a call before any Wednesday walk to
check where to meet, if transport is necessary etc.
You will be made very welcome.
Lindsey 01327 830318 or e mail ajburton1@btinternet.com.
Val 01327 831162 val.e.hartley@btinternet.com
********

Thank you to everyone who volunteered to take part in the
Advent Calendar. It was truly magical to walk around the
village after dark to look at the windows. The ingenuity,
imagination and skills on display were amazing. Each window was a favourite
for a different reason.
There are some fantastic photos on Facebook which Kirsty very kindly
took on her evening walks.
It was great to see all of the decorations and lights around the village in
the evenings. Christine Rodhouse
.

2nd January
9th

January
10:30am

January Services at St Martins
Epiphany
Baptism of Christ
Family Service

Coffee: Carol Hakin

16th January
Second Sunday of Epiphany
10:30am
Holy Communion
Coffee: Val Hartley
Sidesman: Sandy Aked-Walker
Reader : Sandy Aked-Walker - Isaiah 62 vs. 1-5
23rd January
Third Sunday of Epiphany
10:30am
Sunday Morning Worship Coffee:Liz Robinson
Sidesman: John Robinson
Reader : Matthew Rodhouse – Nehemiah 8 vs. 1-3,5-6,8-10
30th January
Candlemass
10:00am Benefice Eucharist
*********

Maidford

Badby & Farthingstone Cricket Club News Update
Looking ahead to next season, the club’s committee have set their next
AGM for Sunday February 27 (7pm), with the venue yet to be decided.
Before that the club are hosting a strategy meeting with Northampton
CCC regarding youth cricket. In other news, the square (re-laid in
September) is benefitting from the relatively mild winter weather to date
and already looking good. Fund-raising is also on the agenda in the coming
months, with funds for renovating the clubhouse a main priority - watch
this space.
The club would like to take this opportunity to wish all B&FCC players,
members, supporters and their families a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year.
Thank you for all your support in 2021.
********

Many Congratulations
To Nick and Josie Heygate on the birth of their second baby
son at the beginning of December.

Happy New Year to All Our Customers
We deliver daily newspapers and
magazines to the village.
Any combination of days per week catered for.
Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS
Don’t forget WE ARE ON LINE

Benefice –January Service Times
2nd January
9:30am
10:00am
6:00pm

4th January
9th

January
9:00am
9:00am
10:30am
10:30am
6:00pm
16th January
9:00am
10:30am
10:30am
6:00pm
23rd January
9:30am
9:00am
10:30am
10:30am
6:00pm
30th January
10:00am

Epiphany
Matins
Family Holy Communion
Compline

9:30am Holy Communion

Maidford
Blakesley
Adstone

Woodend

Baptism of Christ
Matins
Adstone
Holy Communion
Farthingstone
Family Service
Blakesley
Family Service
Litchborough
Evensong
Maidford
Second Sunday of Epiphany
Holy Communion
Maidford
Holy Communion
Litchborough
Music and Meditation
Blakesley
Compline
Adstone
Third Sunday of Epiphany
Matins
Maidford
Holy Communion
Adstone
Holy Communion
Blakesley
Sunday Morning Worship Litchborough
Compline
Farthingstone
Candlemass
Benefice Eucharist
Maidford

FRIDAY AFTERNOON COMMUNITY CUPPA
Hello Everyone and the very best of Happy New Year Wishes to you ❤
So sorry we couldn't meet up in December, but thanks so much to
everybody who's able to support these community afternoons when we are
able to get together.
Really looking forward to seeing you on Friday 28th this month and, as
always, everyone is very welcome. Just check the Village Hall Notice Board
for confirmation So see you in Litchborough's (lovely) Village Hall between
3pm and 5pm on the 28th, really looking forward to it!
Cheers Carolx 830517 carolhakin120@btinternet.com 07923985637

The Old Red Lion
Your Village Defibrillator
Need it and you are on your own –help is at hand
Several people have kindly offered their phone numbers to be contacted
to go and get the defib and bring it to you. Sonia -07929-963976, Anna
07940379650, Sandy and David 01327-830077/07759-326675 all are
available to help. -Thank you to the volunteers.
********

We Wish All Our Customers a
HAPPY NEW YEAR
We will be opening from 4pm on weekdays until the last
customer bids us farewell for the evening or it’s
11.00pm (whichever comes first!) and open from 12pm
on weekends.
We look forward to seeing you all

Litchborough Ladies Friday 14thJanuary

We hope the next Litchborough Ladies will be on the 14 th January in
Litchborough Village Hall Covid regulations permitting – confirmation will
be on the notice board outside the Village Hall. Thank you to Sue Harvey,
Vera and Sonia who supplied refreshments for our Christmas time get
together, where Sonia organised the music for our Carol sing-a-long and
also the decorations in the hall. Most of all a big Thank You to all who so
generously gave the prizes for the Christmas Raffle in aid of The Hope
Centre in Northampton and bought tickets. The result was an amazing
£200 raised that was sent with our best wishes to the Centre.
It was nice to welcome our Rector Sue to our meeting and I do hope you all
had a safe and joyful Christmas and send best wishes for a Happy New
Year.
Jan Hutchings.01327-830877
*********

Youth Club
The regular monthly meeting is on

Tuesday 11th January at 7.00pm in the Village Hall.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Chinese New Year Taboos!!
Do not use negative words
Do not break ceramics or glass
Do not clean or sweep
Do not use knives scissors or sharp objects
Do not visit wife’s family
Do not demand debt repayment
Avoid fighting or crying
Avoid taking medicine
Do not give new year blessing to someone still in bed
Do not give gift Taboos (e.g. Clocks)
What fun we could have if ours was the same!!!

Chinese New year
Year of the TIGER

The Chinese New Year, or Spring Festival, has more than 4,000 years of
history and is the longest holiday of the year. In the 21st century, the
national holiday begins on the first of the Lunar Calendar and lasts until
the 15th of the first month. In 2022, Chinese New Year begins on
February 1st and ends February 15th with the Lantern Festival.
In China, all stores are closed during the first five days of the Spring
Festival, with some not opening until the very end. People must stock up on
New Year supplies (年货 / nian huo) beforehand and many begin on the
Laba Festival. Kitchens will also show the first signs of Spring Festival
dishes with the preparation of cured meat, salted fish and other
preserved food.
The Spring Festival
Kicking off the main festivities is the Little Year on January 24th, with
the Spring Festival officially beginning February 1st (January 31st is New
Year's Eve) and ending with the Lantern Festival on February 15th.
The Spring Festival is long and has specific activities and traditions for
each day. As usual, they vary between regions. Here is a short summary of
what may be on the schedule.
January 24th: Little Year (小年 / xiǎo nián)
In the past, government officials celebrated this day on the 23rd. Common
folk celebrated on the 24th and fishermen on the 25th.
January 31st: New Year’s Eve (除夕 / chúxì)
Activities & traditions
The reunion dinner, the most important meal of the year, takes place on
this day. After dinner, the children will receive red envelopes. The family
will then stay up late and wait for the New Year (守岁 / shǒu suì
February 1st: Spring Festival (春节 / chūn jié)
Activities & traditions
Firecrackers start off a day of greetings and blessings between
neighbours. There are no specific activities other than celebrating the
New Year. There are also Taboos

LAUNCH OF SAVE TOWCESTER NOW CAMPAIGN
Image to scale according to DHL plans December 2021
Local campaign to fight proposed giant warehouse developments around
historic town goes live and asks for your help.

‘Residents of the historic market town of Towcester and surrounding
areas
have
launched
the
Save
Towcester
Now
campaign
(www.savetowcesternow.org) to fight against the building of four major
industrial and warehouse developments around or near the town. The
campaign is arguing that the proposals will have a severe and irreversible
impact on an already congested local road network as well as create
increased air and noise pollution, inflicting huge damage to the environment
and quality of life.
The first of the developments, a 76 acre, 80ft high DHL warehouse site
next to The Bell Plantation on the A5 opposite Jack’s Café, is due to go
before West Northants Council Planning in February 2022. Others
following close behind will be sited between the A43/A5 roundabout and
Tiffield (85 acres and up to 78ft high), between the A43/A5 roundabout
and the Towcester Rugby Club (11 acres and up to 11 metres high) and
above the A43/Whittlebury junction (31 acres, up to 49 ft high plus land
elevation).
Together, all four developments will total four million square feet of
mainly warehouses, many of them up to 40% higher than industry average.
Save Towcester Now calculate that this could generate up to 10,000 extra
traffic movements each day in and around an already overcrowded
Towcester road network.
‘These warehouses belong by the motorways, not on the edge of a historic
town,’ says Louise Croft, co-founder of Save Towcester Now. ‘The traffic
chaos, 24-hour air, noise & light pollution in over four million square feet
of industrial development up to 82ft (25 metres) in height will impact on
our local environment, health, quality of life & destroy the character of
Towcester forever.’

Save Towcester Now also point out that the developments are in direct
contradiction to the South Northants Local Plan, approved by South
Northants Council in July 2020. The Plan clearly stated that a key
objective of any development would be "To conserve the tranquillity of the
natural and built environment in South Northamptonshire
through high quality design that is respectful to heritage assets and their
settings, bio-diversity and the environmental character of the locality and
the surrounding landscapes.”
Save Towcester Now are calling for the South Northants Local Plan to be
reviewed and those promises kept by the newly formed West Northants
Council and are urging local people to join their campaign via their website
www.savetowcesternow.org where they can learn more about these
proposed developments and how to fight them.
‘Had these four developments been submitted for planning as one, then it
would have almost certainly triggered a review at national government level

with widely publicised consultations,’ explains Isla Whitcroft, campaign
manager of Save Towcester Now.
‘Instead, possibly because of Covid, the public consultation was limited and

inadequate and as result the developments have stayed ‘under the radar’.
It is extraordinary how many people in Towcester have simply no idea that
these warehouse developments are being planned and are horrified when
they hear the facts.
‘However, collectively we can make a difference. There are some very
simple but effective steps which every resident of South Northants can
take to ensure that these developments do not go ahead in their current
form.
‘Firstly,
we
would
urge
everyone
to
visit
our
website
www.savetowcesternow.org to learn the facts about exactly what is
happening. Then once you are fully informed, and if you wish to, please sign
our petition and, crucially, follow our simple guide to informing West
Northants Council of your objections.’
The planned developments collectively cite 2,800 jobs for Towcester and
the surrounding area. However, Save Towcester Now has unearthed
figures that show there are only approximately 160 people currently on
the Job Seekers Register in the town.
‘We are certainly not arguing against job creation, but these warehouse
jobs are mainly low skilled and low paid shift work with little job security
or training prospects,’ says Louise. ‘We know that other warehouses in
Daventry and at Grange Park cannot fill their vacancies and are bussing in
agency workers from as far afield as Nottingham.

This will undoubtedly be the case here in Towcester, adding to the traffic
congestion and putting nothing back into the local economy.’
There is also opposition to the developments at a political level.
Conservative MP for South Northamptonshire, Dame Andrea Leadsom
says: ‘Hundreds of constituents have written to me with their grave
concerns about the extent of development in our area, particularly of
industrial units and logistics warehousing. Towcester is a historic town, full
of character and its fantastic community spirit must be protected.’
Whilst West Northants Councillor for Towcester and Roade, Ms Maggie
Clubley, is firmly supportive of the Save Towcester Now campaign: ‘No one
is against proportionate and sensible development commensurate with the
needs and demographic of Towcester and South Northants,’ she says.
‘However, these proposed giant developments are totally inappropriate for
our beautiful town and surrounding areas. The resultant traffic congestion
and environmental impact will be enormous and highly detrimental to the
quality of life in our beautiful town. I totally oppose them.’
At a local level, Towcester Town Council recently opposed the proposal and
several other parish councils including Whittlebury, Tiffield, Roade,
Litchborough and Pattishall have written to West Northants Planning to
voice their concerns.
‘Does anyone actually think that these developments are a good idea for
Towcester?’ asks Louise. ‘Possibly only the developers and the planners.
But, funnily enough, they don’t actually live here and won’t be affected by
the fall out.
‘We urge people to support our campaign and as soon as possible. It may
seem as if corporate giants will always get their way but that’s not true.
Collectively we can make a big difference.’
Interviews: Louise Croft (campaign co-founder) and Adam Wood (member)
are both available.
All press enquiries to:
Graeme Whitcroft
Email: GraemeWhitcroft@Healthypr.co.uk
GraemeWhitcroft@gmail.com
Mob: 07793980500

