
 

 
 

 Any articles, information, 

notices, personal messages 

etc you would like in the 

newsletter, please send to 

me by email by the 20th of 

the month to:- 

dg2010@tiscali.co.uk or 

telephone 830077 to have 

hard copy collected 

Thank You 

Sandy Aked-Walker  
       

   

   
 
     

         
 

–  Litchborough Walking  Group 

                  See inside for new walks 

 

 

 Garden Club  

Still Lots to do in Your Garden 
       

  Litchborough Playgroup will start again   

                              sometime in 2021 
 

 NO YOUTH CLUB  until later in 2021  
 

Stay Home  

Hands – Face - Space 
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THE RECTOR WRITES 
As I write this in mid-January the snowdrops are well in bud, the evenings 

drawing out and spring is on its way! This means that we can start to look 

forward to Easter and if predictions are right and the top four vulnerable 

groups have indeed been vaccinated against Covid19 by mid-February, life 

might be making a slow return to normal by then. 

But before we get to that point I fear we have some hard times to get 

through with an overstretched NHS and even more physical and mental 

pain caused by this dreadful virus. 

Similarly, before we get to the joy of Easter we have to go through Lent 

which in the Christian Church is a time of solemn observance and 

preparation of hearts and minds as we prepare for the death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. Lent begins on Ash Wednesday – the day 

after Pancake Day! - and lasts for forty days. Traditionally during this 

time Christians would fast from meat, eggs, fat etc but now it is more 

common for people to give up one ‘luxury’ such as chocolate, cake, alcohol 

or the like. It’s also increasingly common for people to try and cut down on 

watching TV or following social media in order to give more time to drawing 

closer to God through reading devotional books or attending Lent courses. 

This year is obviously going to be different in that it won’t be possible to 

run a Lent course in the Benefice in the normal way, although I am happy 

to arrange something via ‘Zoom’ if there is a call for it – please let me know 

if you are interested. Alternatively I am more than happy to recommend 

books for reading or daily reflection; I shall be reading the Archbishop of 

Canterbury’s Lent book for this year ‘Living His Story’ which shows  how 

we can share the extraordinary love of God with others. Or if you prefer 

more practical why not use the period of Lent to make some changes as to 

how you treat the planet or try to do a small act of kindness each day as a 

way of putting others first in the run-up to Easter? However you decide to 

spend your time in Lent I pray that God will bless you as you prepare for 

Easter. 
 

God bless 
 

Revd Sue 
 
 

If you would like to talk please don’t hesitate to contact me on 01327 

341307 or by email  stanley.thehole@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

Please contact Sonia for details of on line classes 

 
 

 

 



 

   To All Litchborough Ladies           
As always Litchborough Ladies are in my thoughts and I am only saddened 

that we still cannot have our monthly get together with delicious cakes, 

tea, coffee and great company but here’s hoping, especially with the 

vaccine being distributed and news of yet another one. 

Best wishes Jan – 01327-830877 

*********         

Litchborough Gardening Club 
     Hello all,  

As I write, there is snow on the ground (and how pretty it is too!) but the 

signs are there that Spring is around the corner; daffodils, tulips and 

hyacinths poking through. I still have plenty of tidying and cutting back to 

do, but what I have done has revealed new growth on herbaceous 

perennials. Food for the soul for any keen gardener. It’s a good time to lift 

and divide many perennials, increasing stock and/or relocating plants to 

fill gaps. It’s also the time to prune hardy evergreen hedges and to 

renovate overgrown deciduous hedges. 

Those that enjoy growing fruit and vegetables will be ordering seed 

packets, onion sets, seed potatoes and more, in anticipation of the growing 

season ahead. Some salad crops can be sown under cover this month, as can 

many herbs. Some of you will have sown tomatoes already. Rhubarb can be 

forced for an early crop.  

The retailers are tempting us to buy summer bulbs such as Dahlias, Gladioli 

and Lilies, all of which can be started into growth given sufficient warmth.  

We haven’t scheduled our AGM yet. Until we know when it will be safe to 

visit gardens, it would be premature to make any firm plans. I’ve written to 

gardening club members separately, suggesting that we move our 

previously planned 2020 schedule of garden visits to this year. Everyone is 

welcome so do get in touch if you’d like to see the proposed schedule 

and/or join the gardening club. 

Weather permitting there is lots to do in the garden in February, here’s 

the RHS guidance: https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/in-month/february, full 

of ideas and inspiration to keep us going until Monty’s back in March! 

Sue (01327 831545, sue.brunning1@btinternet.com) and Teresa (07962 

925709, teresacoxuk@yahoo.com) 

                           

 
 

    

Litchborough Walking Group  
Sadly we are not able to meet and go on our usual jolly walks but having 

come across the following information from John Harris thought it might 

be nice to share and perhaps look at some new walks when we are all able 

to meet  again and go walking together. 
 

Are you fed-up with doing the same old walks? 

Walking in Northamptonshire www.walkinginengland.co.uk/northants is the 

website for you!   

With hundreds of walks to download and print, free, it also has books of 

walks, contact details for all the walking groups in the county and much 

more. Whether you want to walk on your own or with a group all the 

information is there in one place. 

John said ‘There is so much walking information on the web but it is 

difficult to find. Walking in Northamptonshire (part of the Walking in 

England suite of websites (www.walkinginengland.co.uk)  – one for each 

county in England) has brought it together in one place so whether you are 

walking from home, or away on holiday, you will be able to find a walk 

suitable for you’. 

With walks from half a mile to twelve miles plus long, and a note of 

suitability for pushchairs and wheelchairs, everyone can find a walk to 

enjoy. 

So home or away, check out the websites and get walking! 

John Harris 

www.walkinginengland.co.uk 

email: john@walkinginengland.co.uk 
 

************** 

   From St Martins Church    
 

As lockdown continues, we are unable to commit to a service each week in 

the church.  Rev Sue is aiming to hold a service in person each week in the 

benefice as well as one online on the Lambfold Benefice Facebook site. 

However, this will be reviewed each week. Please look on the Benefice 

website for further information.  

 https://www.facebook.com/Lambfold-Benefice-109774004270866/ 

On Sundays when there is no service in the village the church will be open 

for private prayer between 10.00am and 4.00pm. 

 

https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/in-month/february
mailto:sue.brunning1@btinternet.com
mailto:teresacoxuk@yahoo.com
https://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/northants
http://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/
http://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/
mailto:john@walkinginengland.co.uk


 

Don’t forget WE ARE ON LINE 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Parish Council Meeting – 12th January 
The Parish Council were delighted to welcome the new Clerk Viv Hartley. 

Viv is an experienced clerk and has been a regular visitor to Litchborough 

for various reasons including as Returning Officer at Election time. 

Her contact details are email: litchboroughclerk@gmail.com  

The Council expressed their grateful Thanks to Cllr John Robinson for 

covering the vacancy as Acting Clerk during the interim period. 

The Council took the following actions:- 

  Gemma Johnston–Smith  - Youth Club Organiser attended the 

meeting and agreed to explore running zoom meetings 

 Appoint the clerk as Police Liaison Representative to act as a single 
point of contact with Northamptonshire Police 

  The Council agreed they could lend the PC Zoom facility to village 

organisations so that meetings could be facilitated. 

 The council agreed to fund the Playing Field maintenance  

 There were no Footpath issues 

 The council will consider the matter of churchyard maintenance 

later in the year. 

 The highways department will be contacted about the blocked 

drain problems on Towcester Road 

Full minutes will be published on the website and Council Notice Board. The 

next meeting is on the 9th March. Please contact the clerk in advance if 

you wish to raise an issue. 

******************* 

Are You a Village Organisation that could benefit from the use 

of the Parish Council Zoom Facility for one of your meetings – if 

so please contact the Clerk. 
************ 

      Village Lottery         

 None of the Bonus Balls drawn in the National Lottery matched a 

purchased number. So don’t miss out on a possible £25 in February contact 

Ian and get your number for only a £1 a week ianlowery41@gmail.com or 

01327 830823 

  Dog Walking Service- Cinnamon Trust Charity 
Be it due to lockdown, self isolating or your general ill health your dog may 

still need walking but you are not able to take them so please contact me 
for more information Jan 01327 830191 –Farthingstone Road 

 

mailto:litchboroughclerk@gmail.com
mailto:ianlowery41@gmail.com


 

 Whittlebury Bakery Bread Delivery to the Village.  

The bakery orders are still proving very popular so I’m happy to carry on 

ordering for villagers for the foreseeable. The bread is delicious and it’s 

so nice to be able to support a local, independent business. 

There have been a few yummy additions to the list, please see below: 
 

Prices: Large loaf (white, brown or multiseed) £1.85 

Small loaf (white brown or multiseed) £1.40 

                         Sourdough large £2.50    Sourdough small £2.00 

                    Rolls (pack of 8.) white £1.80 Brown or Granary £2.00 

Baguette £1.10, Large Sausage roll £1.50 Jam Doughnut 90p 

Apple turnover £1.05 

The bread will be delivered keeping social distance  to your doorstep  

by Village volunteers who will knock on your door to let you know. We have 

two deliveries per week- on Tuesdays and Fridays. Please text or email me 

your order (and payment- I’ll email you my bank details) by 2pm on 

Mondays for Tuesday delivery and 2pm on Thursdays for Friday delivery. 

Any questions, please get in touch. 

Val Mahoney - 07815 059826 

******** 

       Friday Afternoon Community Cuppa  

Well lockdown is still with us so no Community Cuppa again this month but 

ever hopeful may be March will see us back for a cuppa and those 

chocolate rolls (if still in date!!) 
Take care - Carol 

  

 

Youth Club -Sadly cannot meet face to face but maybe 

making contact to see if a virtual programme is possible –will let you know 

when there is more information. 
******** 

 Badby & Farthingstone Cricket Club News   

With the current lockdown restrictions the club are planning an online 

AGM using e-mail and Zoom for February. The club are looking to appoint 

some new officers in this time as they plan for the future and look to 

expand their activities given the increased support and interest they 

received last summer. 

Club chairman Andy Nightingale is aiming to align the club with ECB 

modelling for governance to aid future development and apply for external 

project funding to support the move for attaining CASC (Community 

Amateur Sports Club) status.  

It’s proposed to keep membership subscriptions at last year’s level - £50 

full, £30 player, £20 social, £10 junior – with membership concessions also 

remaining at last year’s rates. This year’s membership period will cover up 

to April 2022 by which time the club hope they will have been able to able 

to offer some social events. Fingers crossed! 

On the fund-raising front, club captain Charlie Ashmore has continued the 

weekly on-line sporting predictor event throughout the winter where club 

members and supporters are invited to predict the outcome of several 

weekend sporting events. Winning entrants collect half the week’s stakes 

with the rest going to club funds. It has proved to be hugely successful 

and open to all the local community. 
So if you want to have some fun and support your local cricket club go to: 

https://www.facebook.com/Badby-Farthingstone-Cricket-Club-

334122073956380/?ref=py_c 

*********** 

 Gardener Wanted 

Litchborough Village Hall is looking for someone who can spend a few hours 

looking after the Village Hall garden area. So nothing to do in lockdown and 

want to spend some time locally please contact David Aked-Walker 01327-

830077 for details and terms.  

                                                                                 

         Stuart Moore Plastering 
         

Local  based plasterer 
All Aspects of plasterwork completed 

Specialist in restoration and conservation of lime 
plaster 

 and ornate plasterwork 
Contact Stuart on  07841-021802 

email:Stuartmoore_arts@hotmail.co.uk 
                   

https://www.facebook.com/Badby-Farthingstone-Cricket-Club-334122073956380/?ref=py_c
https://www.facebook.com/Badby-Farthingstone-Cricket-Club-334122073956380/?ref=py_c


 

    
Your Village Defibrillator – Need it and you are on your own –

help is at hand 
Several people have kindly offered their phone numbers to be contacted 

to go and get the defib and bring it to you. Sonia -07929-963976,  Anna 

07940379650, Sandy and David 01327-830077/07759-326675 all are 

available to help.  -Thank you to the volunteers.  

********* 

 

 
What Do You Know About Northamptonshire? 

 

1. Daventry was an important town on coaching routes in the past and was 

famous for the manufacture of which item linked with this business? 
 

 

2. What is the link between Northamptonshire and George Washington the 

first President of the USA? 
 

3. What is the link between Northamptonshire and wellington boots? 
 

4. Where is the County’s highest point? 
 

5. Which is thought to be the largest village green in the County? 
 

6. Joseph Merrick a disfigured man spent holidays at Lady Knightley’s 

Fawsley estate. What name was he commonly known by? 
 

7. High Sheriff Philip Agnew JP, principal proprietor and editor of Punch 

magazine was a resident of which village? 
 

8. On Cow Meadow (now Beckets Park) in Northampton in 1741 the earliest 

game if its kind took place between two counties – what game? 
 

9. What do these places have in common – Upper Boddington – Aston-Le-

Walls – Byfield? 
 

10. Which Queens final journey through Northamptonshire in 1290 was 

memorialised by two crosses 

Take your Time - Answers next Month 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Happy New Year to All Our Customers 

We deliver daily newspapers and 

magazines to the village. 

Any combination of days per week catered for. 
 

Ring us on 01295 268499 

or e-mail 

info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk 

 
 

We are still open 7 days a week for takeaways, 

delivery or collection, across our whole new menu 

English, Indian or Greek check on line          
peggottyslounge.co.uk 

 choose your  menu and then telephone 01327- 

830391 and place your order 
 

Our kitchen hours are 12noon- 8.00pm (Sunday - Thursday) and 

12noon-9.00pm  (Friday - Saturday). 

 All food is cooked fresh to order, so please allow a minimum of 

30 minutes from time of ordering to collection. Delivery is free 

within a 5 mile radius of Peggotty’s on all orders of £15 or above. 

We aim to get all deliveries out within 45 minutes of ordering, 

but during busy periods, this may be extended. We cannot 

guarantee specific times for deliveries.  

mailto:info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjKk7_-pcfuAhWAFzQIHYshCQEQFjAAegQIARAD&url=https%3A%2F%2Fpeggottyslounge.co.uk%2F&usg=AOvVaw2H-oWOPH7y6UyEdwMmR6pT
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjKk7_-pcfuAhWAFzQIHYshCQEQFjAAegQIARAD&url=https%3A%2F%2Fpeggottyslounge.co.uk%2F&usg=AOvVaw2H-oWOPH7y6UyEdwMmR6pT

