
 

 
 

     

 Any articles, information, 

notices, personal messages 

etc you would like in the 

newsletter, please send to 

me by email by the 20th of 

the month to:- 

dg2010@tiscali.co.uk or 

telephone 830077 to have 

hard copy collected 

Thank You 

Sandy Aked-Walker  
 

                        

 

   
 
     

                                                         
        A Very Merry Christmas To All Our Readers 

 

 

1st -24th December 

AdventWindows Around the village 

 See leaflet inside with details where they are 
 
 

 2nd & 16th December– Litchborough Walking        

                                     Group 
       

  Litchborough Playgroup will start again   

                              hopefully in 2021 
 

 NO YOUTH CLUB  until 2021 
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RECTOR WRITES  
I am sure that, like me, if someone had suggested this time last year what 

life would be like as we enter Advent this year, you would have found it 

totally unbelievable! 

Last year we were entering the run-up to Christmas with the usual 

expectations of carol and Christingles, school Nativity plays and concerts, 

gatherings of family and, office parties and opportunities to browse 

around the shops for the perfect gift. 

This year however there is much uncertainty about how we shall be allowed 

to celebrate and as I write this we are in lock-down for the second time 

this year. Many people are experiencing unemployment, bereavement, 

illness, loneliness and anxiety and although there is now a glimmer of hope 

of a vaccine on the horizon, as the winter nights grow darker it really 

seems as though there is little to look forward to. For most people 

Christmas this year will be different and there will be a mixture of joy, 

sorrow, fear, hope and delight, as well as memories, both happy and 

difficult. But whilst we may well be confined to listening to carols on the 

radio rather than gustily singing them at a carol service, or watching a tea-

towel clad grandchild on Zoom rather than in real life, there is of course 

one constant that we can look forward to this and every Christmas and 

that is the child whose birth we celebrate; Jesus Christ, Emmanuel 

– ‘God with us’. Born as a baby in a humble stable into all the messiness of 

our world, through Jesus God entered into our experience of being human 

with all its laughter and , joy and pain. 

What we can easily miss is that what happened that day in a dirty 

Bethlehem stable actually changed the world and can still change the lives 

of all people everywhere. What is important is not that we know a lot of 

interesting facts about Jesus which prove that he is the best man who 

ever lived, but that his life, death and resurrection can make a dramatic 

difference to our lives, if we allow him in. 

So wherever and however you find yourself celebrating Christmas this 

year, my prayer is that you will have a blessed and peaceful time and that 

you will find room for the one constant, Jesus Christ, ‘God with us’, in your 

heart. 

God bless 

Revd Sue 
 

If you would like to talk please don’t hesitate to contact me on 01327 

341307 or by email stanley.thehole@btinternet.com 

 

 

Please contact Sonia for details of on line classes 

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas  

 
 

 



 

   To All Litchborough Ladies           
I hope you have all been keeping safe and well since we last met in March. 

I have missed you all! 

Thankfully medical science gives us hope for the coming year. I will pray 

that we all continue to keep safe until then. It will be so good to meet up 

together again but we will just have to delay our festive celebrations until 

them. Not too long I hope! 

Merry Christmas everyone 

Best wishes Jan – 01327-830877 

*********         

Litchborough Gardening Club 
Hello all,  

I hope you’re all enjoying the odd sunny Autumnal day and getting your 

gardens tidy for winter. It’s been fairly mild so shrubs are budding 

already. Let’s hope the frost doesn’t damage them.  

Here is the RHS guidance for things to do in December:  

https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/in-month/december 

Next month we’ll confirm the date for our January AGM - we may have to 

use Zoom to keep safe but we’ll advise nearer the time. 

With best wishes and a very Happy Christmas from 

 Sue (01327 831545, sue.brunning1@btinternet.com) and  

Teresa (07962 925709, teresacoxuk@yahoo.com) 

********* 

              

                                
 

 

 

 From St Martins Church  
Returning to lockdown at the start of the month meant that services in 

the church were once again suspended. However, Rev. Sue has been 

broadcasting from her house through the Benefice Facebook site. The site 

is Lambfold Benefice, if you are not a Facebook user the services can be 

accessed through the link www.facebook.com/Lambfold-Benefice-

109774004270866/ 

 

We do hope that we will be able to worship in the church through Advent 

and over Christmas, the card with your newsletter lists the services we 

hope to hold. In Litchborough we hope to have on Christmas Eve, Holy 

Communion at 8.30pm and on Christmas Day a short Family Service at 

10am. 

The passing bell was rung on Sunday 16th November for Barbara Bodily. 

Happy Christmas. 

Christine Roadhouse 

********** 
    

Litchborough Walking Group  
We’re back!  We will start from the village hall at 9.45 am. Obviously, we 

will need to bring our own refreshments, hand gels etc and be aware of 

remaining socially distanced as we walk.   

At the time of writing,, we are restricted to a maximum of six people 

meeting and walking, so please let us know if you will be joining us as it may 

be necessary to stagger our meeting times and walk as two separate 

groups. 

All are welcome as and when you have the time. 
Walk dates for December 
 

Wednesday 2nd December 

Wednesday 16th December 
 

Lindsey - 01327 830318 or email ajburton1@btinternet.com 

Val -  01327  831162   or email  val.e.hartley@btinternet.com 

                         
 

https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/in-month/december
mailto:sue.brunning1@btinternet.com
mailto:teresacoxuk@yahoo.com
mailto:ajburton1@btinternet.com


 

Wishing All Our Customers a Very Happy Christmas 

  Don’t forget WE ARE ON LINE 

 
 

 

  Are YOU interested in being a Village Neighbourhood Watch 

Officer – if so please contact David Aked-Walker for details (01327-

830077)                            

      Village Lottery         

This month we have two more winners, Audrey Cox and Melvina Rogers. 

Audrey's number matched the national Lottery bonus ball drawn on 7th 

November and Melvina's on the 14th November. Each will receive the 

winners prize of £25. 

To reserve your number contact Ian Lowery on 01327 830823 or 

ianlowery41@gmail.com only £1 per week. 

All surplus to support your village church. 

********** 

    
Your Village Defibrillator – Need it and you are on your own –

help is at hand 
Several people have kindly offered their phone numbers to be contacted 

to go and get the defib and bring it to you. Sonia -07929-963976 or Anna 

07940379650.  Sandy and David 01327-830077/07759-326675 can only 

help if no-one else is available.  -Thank you to the volunteers.  
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Happy Christmas to All Our Customers 

We deliver daily newspapers and 

magazines to the village. 

Any combination of days per week catered for. 
 

Ring us on 01295 268499 

or e-mail 

info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk 

mailto:ianlowery41@gmail.com
mailto:info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk


 

 

 Whittlebury Bakery Bread Delivery to the Village.  

The bakery orders are still proving very popular so I’m happy to carry on 

ordering for villagers for the foreseeable. The bread is delicious and it’s 

so nice to be able to support a local, independent business. 

There have been a few yummy additions to the list, please see below: 
 

Prices: Large loaf (white, brown or multiseed) £1.85 

Small loaf (white brown or multiseed) £1.40 

Sourdough large £2.50 

Sourdough small £2.00 

Rolls (pack of 8.) white £1.80 

Rolls (pack of 8.) brown or granary £2.00 

Baguette £1.10 

Large Sausage roll £1.50 

Jam doughnut 90p 

Apple turnover £1.05 

The bread will be delivered keeping social distance  to your doorstep  

by Village volunteers who will knock on your door to let you know. We have 

two deliveries per week- on Tuesdays and Fridays. Please text or email me 

your order (and payment- I’ll email you my bank details) by 2pm on 

Mondays for Tuesday delivery and 2pm on Thursdays for Friday delivery. 

Any questions, please get in touch. 

Val Mahoney - 07815 059826 

 

 

 
 

 Badby & Farthingstone Cricket Club News   
Whilst the second national lockdown has effectively postponed the club’s 

winter fund-raising schedule, hopes remain high that restrictions can soon 

be lifted and dates put in the diary for the annual presentation night and 

AGM.   

Both these events will now take place in February or March 2021 to allow 

as much time as possible for a possible relaxing of the rules.  

In light of the club’s growing membership, more matches are being planned 

for next season as well as more intra club matches. 

Some club fund raising has been taking place in the form of a weekly on-

line sporting predictor event organised by captain Charlie Ashmore.  Club 

members are invited to predict the outcome of several weekend sporting 

events with the entrant getting the most right winning half the week’s 

stakes and the rest going to club funds. The event is open to all the local 

community so if you want to have some fun and support your local cricket 

club go to: https://www.facebook.com/Badby-Farthingstone-Cricket-Club-

334122073956380/?ref=py_c 
********** 

       Friday Afternoon Community Cuppa  

Hello Everybody,  

Well, all that can be said right now is that I'll keep you posted nearer the 

time, via the grapevine and/or one of all the wonderful forms of 

communication we're so lucky to have these days as well as a notice on the 

Village Hall Notice Board. In the meantime have a Happy Christmas 

Take care  

Carol 830517  carolhakin120@btinternet.com  07923985637 
*********** 

     Dog Walking Service-  

Cinnamon Trust Charity 
Be it due to lockdown, self isolating or your general ill health your dog may 

still need walking but you are not able to take them so please contact me 
for more information Jan 01327 830191 –Farthingstone Road 

 

                                                                                 

         Happy Christmas to all my customers  

Stuart Moore Plastering 
         

Local  based plasterer 
All Aspects of plasterwork completed 

Specialist in restoration and conservation of lime 
plaster 

 and ornate plasterwork 
Contact Stuart on  07841-021802 

email:Stuartmoore_arts@hotmail.co.uk 
                    

 

https://www.facebook.com/Badby-Farthingstone-Cricket-Club-334122073956380/?ref=py_c
https://www.facebook.com/Badby-Farthingstone-Cricket-Club-334122073956380/?ref=py_c
mailto:carolhakin120@btinternet.com


 
 

  Playing Field Area 
Whilst all the local Gym’s maybe closed there are  a few  items  of Adult 

exercise equipment in the Playing Field   so why not try them out as part of 

your daily exercise during this and Tier 2 as going out for exercise is still 

possible. 

*********** 

 Radmore Farm  

Call in at The Pet Cabin on Radmore Farm Northampton Road,FOR 

SACKS OF HOME GROWN POTATOES 5kg.,12.5kg or 25kg. 

We also have bales of straw and hay available 

Telephone Kathryn on 01327-830825 or mobile: 07732274252 

********* 

  Litchborough Village Signs. 
A couple of our village signs are almost unreadable so the Parish Council is 

funding the replacements.  So if on your way into the village you see the 

sign is missing –do not worry it will return all bright and readable. 

 

 
  
 

 

 

Litchborough Parish Council Update meeting 10th November 
The sub-committee responsible for appointing a new Clerk was pleased to 

confirm the appointment of Mrs Vivien Hartley as the new Clerk and 

Responsible Finance Officer for Litchborough Parish Council.  The Parish 

Council wished to thank Cllrs Brunning, Aked-Walker and Robinson for 

their work appointing the new Clerk and Cllr Robinson for undertaking the 

role of Acting Clerk while the new Clerk was appointed. 

At the meeting the Council agreed: 

 take over the funding of the Playing Field out of S106 funds, as 

this would de-risk the Playing Field’s reliance on fund raising and 

secure its future. 

 accept a quotation to refurbish the Village Signs at the entrances 

to the village. 

 the 2020 requests for Community Grants.  Provisional awards have 

been agreed to the Village Newsletter, the Playgroup, the Gardening 

Club and St Martin’s Fabric Trust, these grants will be confirmed at 

the Council’s March meeting and paid in November 2021.  During the 

discussion it was noted that significant year-on-year increases were not 

sustainable and it is likely that next year’s grants may need to be 

frozen at this year’s levels.  Also, it was noted that the village groups 

who receive the funds undertake to keep relevant information about 

their organization on the Parish website up to date and that they 

provide reports for the Annual Parish Meeting. 

 noted that: 

 a replacement defibrillator was being chased 

 more space had been allocated to ‘Latest News’ on the Village 

Website 

 all the footpaths have been walked this year (avoiding a Bull in 

Field notice) and any issues arising have been cleared 

 the Northants Winter Service road reports are now available via 

the link on the Village Website 

 the Youth Club had again been affected by ‘Lock-down’ and it was 

proposed to invite the CYPN team, who provide the service, to join 

the next meeting to discuss getting the initiative back on track. 

agreed the accounts, the forecast, recent planning applications and 

invoices due for payment  

The Agenda and Minutes   are posted on the Parish Website and on 

the Notice Board.  The next meeting is to be held on Tuesday 12th 

January 2021, at 7:00pm, all are welcome to attend. 

 



 

In Memorium 
It was with geat sadness that we heard of the death of Barbara Bodily 

from Towcester Road on the 19th November at the age of 81 years. The 

passing Bell was rung for her on the evening of 20th  

Barbara originally came from Greens Norton moving to  Litchborough in 

the 1960’s  with her beloved husband Stan whom she had met when he was 

a driver for Basfords.They were married for over 50 years and celebrated 

their Golden Wedding with their two children Robert and Lynn family and 

friends. 

Barbara was well known in and around the village working locally for several 

people and at Christmas time working for  Jim Jones at his nursery making 

Christmas wreaths,  where she had her own opinion about the holly!!  But as 

always her sense of humour came to the fore. Both Barbara and Stan were 

great friends  of Tom and Pauline O’Shea when they ran The Old Red Lion 

and Barbara especially when Pauline became ill she was a true friend as 

Stan was to Tom when he was less active. 

Barbara was also a keen skittle player  for The Old Red Lion Ladies Skittle 

Team,  playing for them for many years. As a good player she always 

offered support to the team and often made them laugh. 

Sadly in later life Barbara’s health deteriorated but it never stopped her 

doing as much as she could. An independent lady who fought her battles 

against illnes for some years and as she came less active became the 

greatest reader of books one could imagine making it almost impossible to 

keep up the supply of reading material for her. 

She passed peacefully away with her son at her beside. May she now rest 

in peace with her beloved Stan and our thoughts and prayers are with her 

family at this time. 

*********** 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

       The Old Red Lion        

Wishing all our customers a Very Happy Christmas 

However following the recent announcement of our 

Tier status, we won’t be opening as we don’t currently 

serve food. We will let you know when we’re in a 

position to reopen. 

Thanks to everyone that supported us during the times 

we could open in 2020, and that have kept in touch 

when we had to close.  

We look forward to seeing you all in the New Year and 

hope 2021 brings us all good health and better times. 

 



   
 

An Important message getting ready for Christmas 

  Christingle Virtual Service 

We are excited to announce a project to produce a special Christingle 

service for 2020.  We hope to have as many children from Blakesley 

School involved in recording their voices to share Christingle together, but 

apart in order to protect our community and to share the warmth of the 

Christmas message together. We also welcome children from Litchborough 

who are not at Blakesley School, and would like to be involved, so please 

contact me and I will ensure that they know how to join in. 

I am delighted that Sponne School is going to support the production of 

our recording headed by Student Hollie Gallant, supported by her media 

teacher Miss Ebbiary. 

In the spirit of Christingle (Christmas attire optional) we would like 

parents to record their children singing one, two or three carols without 

the background music (turn down low please) but in time to the recording 

below so that Hollie can put together a virtual choir for the service.   

https://youtu.be/LwUvYm3CP-k Silent Night      

https://youtu.be/dq34Clq3QKY Away in a Manger   

https://youtu.be/AnJ2XKPD5FE Sing Christingle 

We would also like to record some prayers said in the children’s own words 

too. Please can you make your recordings in landscape orientation and 

contact me Miranda by email miranda.wixon@gmail.com.for the link to 

send them to. 

By posting your child’s images you are giving implied consent in the 

knowledge that the recording will form part of a Christingle service for 

performance within the benefice, but we shall also be sending out a formal 

media release approval form for each parent to sign before the final 

release of the service on Christmas Eve at 4pm, the safety of your 

children is paramount. 

We would also like to capture some Christmas or winter images of the 

school, villages or the children to include as an intro and outro to the 

service and would be grateful to receive still or movie images on the same 

link.   
 

We shall be sharing this on the Lambfold and village social media pages so 

it is available for all to see. 

 

 

 

Christingle packs are also going to be created and available from the 

school, churches and Blakesley Shop. If you live in Litchborough you can 

collect your pack from Christine Rodhouse, 2, Northampton Road, 830350 
 

Thank you to everyone for your support to this wonderful family Christmas 

event and also a special thank you to Hollie and the Sponne team for 

assisting us to turn an idea into a plan. 

Many thanks for your support and please contact me by email or ring me on 

07974919221. 

Happy Christingling.   

Yours 

Miranda  

miranda.wixon@gmail.com. 
********* 

                   Village Christmas Tree            
We are awaiting its delivery and it should be erected by next weekend and 

all lit up. Who knows we might even be able to sing Carols round it like last 

year. 

How wonderful to see such terrific lights up already around the village – 

Thank for making it all look so cheerful at this difficult time.  Thanks to 

Vanessa Lowery who is going to make one of the village Planters a bit like 

Christmas. So if anyone else would like to adopt another planter to add to 

our village Christmas please let Chris Watts know in case the same planter 

gets decorated twice!! 
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